
Adoption Regulations 1959
(SR 1959/109)

PURSUANT to the Adoption Act 1955, His Excellency the Gov
ernorGeneral, acting by and with the advice and consent of the Ex
ecutive Council, hereby makes the following regulations.
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1 Title and commencement
(1) These regulations may be cited as the Adoption Regulations

1959.

Note
These regulations are administered in the Department of Justice.
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(2) These regulations shall come into force on the 14th day after
the date of their notification in the Gazette.

2 Interpretation
In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,—
Applicants includes a sole applicant
Court means a District Court.
Court: this definition was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation
3 Adoption Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by substituting the
word “District” for the word “Magistrate’s”.

3 Application
These regulations apply only to applications made to a District
Court, but do not apply to the following applications (to which
the Family Courts Rules 2002 apply):
(a) applications made to a Family Court; and
(b) applications made to a District Court acting under sec

tion 15 of the Family Courts Act 1980.
Regulation 3 was substituted, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation 4 Adop
tion Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252).

4 Records
(1) The Registrar of every Court shall keep an adoptions register

in which shall be entered a record of all applications made in
that Court under the Adoption Act 1955 and a minute of all
decisions given and all orders made or issued in consequence
of any such application.

(2) A minute of any decision given or of the making or issuing of
any such order shall also be made on the relative file and shall
be signed by the Judge or Registrar by whom the decision was
given or the order was made or issued.
Subclause (1) was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation
5(1) Adoption Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by omitting the
word “Magistrate’s”.
Subclause (2) was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation 5(2) Adop
tion Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by substituting the word
“Judge” for the word “Magistrate”.

5
(1) TheMinister of Justice may from time to time direct in writing

that any specified adoption records in any Court or Courts shall
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be transferred for custody to the office of the RegistrarGen
eral appointed under the Births and Deaths Registration Act
1951; and the person having the custody of any such specified
records shall upon receipt of the direction forthwith deliver the
records to the said RegistrarGeneral.

(2) The said RegistrarGeneral shall be deemed to be the officer
having the proper custody of any records entrusted to him in
pursuance of any such direction.

6 Application for adoption order
Every application for an adoption order shall be in form No
1 in the Schedule to these regulations. Where the child is not
named in the application, evidence shall be furnished at or
before the hearing of the identity of the child in respect of
whom the application is made.

7 Report as to character of applicants
Before furnishing the report required under section 10(1) of
the Adoption Act 1955, a Child Welfare Officer shall make
inquiries of the Police as to whether anything is known to them
about the character of the applicants, and shall make known to
the Court the result of his inquiries.

8 Affidavit by applicants
(1) At any time before the date of hearing of an application for an

adoption order there shall be filed in the Court an affidavit by
the applicants—
(a) Stating their ages:
(b) Giving information as to their state of health:
(c) Giving particulars of their financial circumstances:
(d) Stating the sex, age, and state of health of any child of

the applicants or either applicant:
(e) Giving the reasons for wanting to adopt the child:
(f) Stating the period (if any) that the child has been living

with the applicants or either applicant:
(g) Stating that, with the exception of any payment or re

ward for which the Court’s consent has been obtained
or is being asked or any payment to which, by virtue of
the proviso to section 25 of the Adoption Act 1955, that
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section does not apply, no payment or reward in consid
eration of the adoption or of themaking of arrangements
for the adoption has been or is to be made to or by the
applicants or either of them or (to the knowledge of the
applicants or either of the applicants) to or by any other
person:

(h) Containing a statement or undertaking, as the case may
be, in relation to any religious condition imposed by any
parent or guardian under subsection (4) or subsection
(6) of section 7 of the Adoption Act 1955:

(i) If either applicant is a parent of the child, stating that
fact:

(j) Stating whether the applicants or either of them has ever
been refused an order on an application for adoption.

(2) Before the hearing of the application the following documents
shall be lodged in the Court:
(a) A certified copy of the entry in the register of births re

lating to the child proposed to be adopted, which copy
shall be annexed to either parent’s consent if such a con
sent is given, and otherwise shall be verified by the af
fidavit of some person who has knowledge of the facts:

(b) Where there are two applicants, a certified copy of the
entry relating to their marriage:

Provided that the production of either the birth certificate or
the marriage certificate or both of them may be excused by the
Court if in its opinion there are sufficient grounds for doing so.

9 Consent to adoption
(1) Except where it is given by the Superintendent of Child Wel

fare, the consent of every parent or guardian of the child pro
posed to be adopted shall be in form No 2 or form No 3 in
the Schedule to these regulations. Where the consent is given
in form No 3 and does not give the Court number of the ap
plication, evidence shall be furnished at or before the hearing
identifying the applicants as the persons to whose adoption of
the child the consent has been given.

(2) A consent required by the Act shall not be witnessed by the
solicitor acting for the applicants.
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10 Attendance of parties
Unless the Court directs otherwise, the applicants and the
child proposed to be adopted shall attend personally before
the Court at any hearing of the application for adoption or at
any hearing by the Court of the application for the issue of an
adoption order.

11 Notice of making of interim order
On the making of an interim order the Registrar shall send to
the applicants a notice in form No 4 in the Schedule to these
regulations; and shall give written notification to the Child
Welfare Officer of the particulars of the order.

12 Application for issue of adoption order
Every application for the issue of an adoption order shall be in
form No 5 in the Schedule to these regulations.

13 Adoption order
(1) On an adoption order being issued or made the Registrar shall

send to the applicants or their solicitor notice of the issue or
making thereof in form No 6 in the Schedule to these regula
tions.

(2) An adoption order shall be drawn up in form No 7 or form No
8 in the Schedule to these regulations. The order shall be filed
in the Court, and no copy shall issue out of the Court except
by order of the Court or of the High Court made on special
grounds. Notice of the making or issue of the adoption order
shall be given to the Child Welfare Officer.
Subclause (2) was amended, as from 1 January 2004, by section 48(3) Supreme
Court Act 2003 (2003 No 53) by substituting the word “High” for the word
“Supreme”. See sections 50 to 55 of that Act for the transitional and savings
provisions.

14 Application for variation or discharge of adoption order
A copy of any application for variation or discharge of an
adoption order shall be served on such persons as the Court
directs.
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15 Fee
[Revoked]
Regulation 15 was amended, as from 1 July 1992, by regulation 2 The Adop
tion Regulations 1959, Amendment No 7 (SR 1992/142) by substituting the ex
pression “$85” for the expression “$80”. Refer to regulation 3 The Adoption
Regulations 1959, Amendment No 7 (SR 1992/142) as to the fees prescribed
being inclusive of GST.
Regulation 15 was substituted, as from 1 January 1998, by regulation 2 Adop
tion Amendment Regulations 1997 (SR 1997/327).
Regulation 15 was substituted, as from 1 July 1998, by regulation 2 Adoption
Amendment Regulations 1998 (SR 1998/131).
Regulation 15 was revoked, as from 1 July 2004, by regulation 3 Adoption
Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/161).

16 Forms
Where any form in the Schedule hereto is prescribed or au
thorised to be used, such variations may be made therein as
the circumstances of any particular case may require.

17 Revocations and savings
(1) The Adoption Regulations 19561 are hereby revoked.
(2) Without limiting the provisions of the Acts Interpretation Act

1924, it is hereby declared that the revocation of any provi
sion by these regulations shall not affect any document made
or any thing whatsoever done under the provision so revoked
or under any corresponding former provision, and every such
document or thing, so far as it is subsisting or in force at the
time of the revocation and could have beenmade or done under
these regulations, shall continue and have effect as if it had
been made or done under the corresponding provision of these
regulations and as if that provision had been in force when the
document was made or the thing was done.

1 SR 1956/169
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Schedule
Forms
Form 1 Reg 6

Application for an adoption order

Schedule 1, Form 1 was substituted by regulation 2 The Adoption Regulations
1959, Amendment No 1 (SR 1962/91), and was amended by section 18(2) Dis
trict Courts Amendment Act 1979 (1979 No 125) by substituting the references
to the “District Court” for references to the “Magistrates’ Court”.
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Form 2 Reg 9
Consent to adoption order

(General form)
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Form 2—continued

Form 2 was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation 6(a) Adoption
Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by substituting the word “Dis
trict” for the word “Magistrate’s”.
Form 2(a) was amended by regulation 2(1)(a) The Adoption Regulations 1959,
Amendment No 2, (SR 1980/93) by omitting the word “legitimate”.
Form 2(d) was amended by regulation 2(1)(b) The Adoption Regulations 1959,
Amendment No 2, (SR 1980/93) by substituting the words “paternity order”
for the words “affiliation order” wherever it occurs.
Form 2(d) proviso was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation
6(b) Adoption Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by substituting
the words “a paternity order” for the word “an paternity order”.
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Form 2—continued

Form 2(e) was amended by regulation 2(1)(c) The Adoption Regulations 1959,
Amendment No 2, (SR 1980/93) by substituting the words “race and national
ity” for the words “race, nationality, and citizenship”.
Paragraph (f) was inserted by regulation 2(2) The Adoption Regulations 1959,
Amendment No 2, (SR 1980/93).

Form 3 Reg 9
Consent to adoption order

(Where identity of applicants is not known)
(Title as in form no 2)
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Form 3—continued

Form 3 was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation 6(c) Adoption
Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by substituting the words “fol
lowing conditions” for the expression “following condtons”.
Form 3(a) was amended by regulation 3(1)(a) The Adoption Regulations 1959,
Amendment No 2, (SR 1980/93) by omitting the word “legitimate”.
Form 3(d) was amended by regulation 3(1)(b) The Adoption Regulations 1959,
Amendment No 2, (SR 1980/93) by substituting the words “paternity order”
for the words “affiliation order” wherever it occurs.
Form 3(d) proviso was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation
6(d) Adoption Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by substituting
the words “a paternity order” for the word “an paternity order”.
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Form 3—continued

Form 3(e) was amended by regulation 3(1)(c) The Adoption Regulations 1959,
Amendment No 2, (SR 1980/93) by substituting the words “race and national
ity” for the words “race, nationality, and citizenship”.
Paragraph (f) was inserted by regulation 3(2) The Adoption Regulations 1959,
Amendment No 2, (SR 1980/93).
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Form 4 Reg 11
Notice of interim order

(Title as in form No 1)
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Form 5 Reg 12
Application for the issue of an adoption order

after an interim order has been made
(Title as in Form No 1)

Form 5 was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation 6(e) Adoption
Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by substituting the word “Dis
trict” for the word “Magistrate’s”.

Form 6 Reg 13(1)
Notice of adoption order

(Title as in Form No 1)
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Form 7 Reg 13(2)
Adoption order

(Where issued by registrar)
(Title as in Form No 1)

Form 7 was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation 6(f) Adoption
Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by substituting the word “, Dis
trict Court Judge” for the word “Esquire, Stipendiary Magistrate”.

Form 8 Reg 13(2)
Adoption order

(Where dealt with finally by the court)
(Title as in Form No 1)

Form 8 was amended, as from 21 October 2002, by regulation 6(f) Adoption
Amendment Regulations 2002 (SR 2002/252) by substituting the word “, Dis
trict Court Judge” for the word “Esquire, Stipendiary Magistrate”.

T J SHERRARD,
Clerk of the Executive Council.
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Explanatory note
This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to indicate
their general effect.
These regulations consolidate the Adoption Regulations 1956 with
minor amendments. There is a new form of application which will
allow the applicants to omit the child’s name if they wish. Provision
is also made for notice to be given to the applicants when an adoption
order is issued or made.

Issued under the authority of the Regulations Act 1936.
Date of notification in Gazette: 9 July 1959.

16


