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Coroners Regulations 1989
(SR 1989/110)

Coroners Regulations 1989: revoked, on 20 November 2008, by regulation
11(1) of the Coroners (Forms) Regulations 2008 (SR 2008/416).

PURSUANT to section 45 of the Coroners Act 1988, His Excellency
the GovernorGeneral, acting by and with the advice and consent of
the Executive Council, hereby makes the following regulations.
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Note
Changes authorised by section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989
have been made in this eprint.
A general outline of these changes is set out in the notes at the end of this eprint, together
with other explanatory material about this eprint.
These regulations are administered in the Department of Justice.
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Schedule 1 5
Forms

Schedule 2 10
Regulations revoked

1 Title and commencement
(1) These regulations may be cited as the Coroners Regulations

1989.
(2) These regulations shall come into force on the 1st day of July

1989.

2 Interpretation
(1) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,—

The Act means the Coroners Act 1988
Ministermeans the Minister of the Crown who is responsible
for the Department for Courts.
Regulation 2, Minister: this definition was substituted, as from 1 July 1995, by
section 12(1) Department of Justice (Restructuring) Act 1995 (1995 No 39).

(2) In these regulations, reference to any form by number is a ref
erence to the form of that number set out in Schedule 1 to these
regulations.

3 Authority to conduct postmortem examination
Where a coroner or Justice authorises a postmortem examin
ation, the authority may be in Form 1.

4 Notice of decision not to hold inquest
(1) A coroner who decides not to hold an inquest in respect of

any death shall notify the Secretary in Form 2, and send with
the notification the report of any postmortem examination or
any other written report of a doctor supplied to the coroner in
respect of the death.

(2) A coroner shall send a copy of every notification of a decision
not to hold an inquest to the Registrar of Births and Deaths re
quired to register the death (if any), and to the funeral director
or other person in charge of the disposal of the body (if any).
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Subclause (1) was amended, as from 18 September 2004, by section
175(3) Health Practitioners Competence Assurance Act 2003 (2003 No 48)
by substituting the word “doctor” for the words “medical practitioner”. See
sections 178 to 227 of that Act as to the transitional provisions.

5 Order for disposal of body
An order for the disposal of the body of any person whose
death has been reported to a coroner shall be in Form 3; and
the coroner concerned shall send a copy of the order to the
Registrar of Births and Deaths required to register the death
(if any).

6 Appointment to take evidence at distance
(1) A coroner who wants evidence taken at a place other than that

of the inquest shall send to the coroner or Justice who is to
take the evidence an appointment in Form 4, together with
any documents or exhibits that the coroner holding the in
quest thinks should be available when the witnesses’ evidence
is taken, and send a copy to the senior member of the Police
in the place where the inquest is to be held.

(2) All depositions taken at a place other than that of the inquest,
together with any exhibits produced at the taking of the evi
dence, and any documents or exhibits sent by the coroner hold
ing the inquest shall, when the evidence has been taken, be
forwarded to the coroner.

7 Summons to Witness
A summons to give evidence at an inquest shall be in Form 5.

8 Oath of Witness
Subject to the Oaths and Declarations Act 1959, the oath ad
ministered to any person giving evidence at an inquest may be
in Form 6.

9 Finding of a coroner
(1) On completing an inquest, a coroner shall notify the Secretary

in Form 7 of the finding made, and of any recommendations
or comments made under section 15(1)(b) of the Act.
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(2) The coroner shall forward with the finding a list in Form 8 of
all depositions taken by a Justice or another coroner; and—
(a) A certificate of the registration of the death where ap

plicable; and
(b) Where the inquest was held pursuant to the authority of

the SolicitorGeneral under section 16(c) of the Act, a
copy of the authority.

10 Notice of decision not to open or resume inquest
A coroner who decides not to open or resume an inquest shall
notify the Secretary in Form 9 and send with the notification a
certificate of registration of the death (if available) and, (where
an inquest had been opened), any depositions taken.

11 Certain coroners may be paid salaries
(1) The Minister may from time to time specify coroners who are

to be paid by salary rather than fee.
(2) These shall be paid to coroners for the time being specified

under subclause (1) of this regulation salaries for the time be
ing agreed by the Minister and the Minister of Finance; and
different salaries may be agreed for different coroners, coro
ners of different classes or description, or both.

12 Revocations
The regulations specified in Schedule 2 to these regulations
are hereby revoked.
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Schedule 1
Forms
Form 1 Reg 3

Authority to perform post mortem examination
under Coroners Act 1988

Form 2 Reg 4
Notification under Coroners Act 1988 of

decision that inquest unnecessary

Schedule 1, Forms 2, 7, and 9 were amended, as from 1 July 1995, by section
12(1) Department of Justice (Restructuring) Act 1995 (1995 No 39) by substi
tuting the words “chief executive of the Department for Courts” for the words
“Secretary for Justice”.
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Form 3 Reg 5
Order for disposal of body under Coroners Act

1988
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Form 4 Reg 6
Appointment under Coroners Act 1988 to take
evidence at a place other than where an inquest

is held

Form 5 Reg 7
Summons to witness under Coroners Act 1988

Form 6 Reg 8
Oath of witness at inquest under Coroners Act

1988
You swear by Almighty God that the evidence that you shall give to
this inquest into the death of [Name of person concerned] will be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.
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Form 7 Reg 9
Finding of coroner under Coroners Act 1988

Schedule 1, Forms 2, 7, and 9 were amended, as from 1 July 1995, by section
12(1) Department of Justice (Restructuring) Act 1995 (1995 No 39) by substi
tuting the words “chief executive of the Department for Courts” for the words
“Secretary for Justice”.

Form 8 Reg 9
Depositions of witnesses and prohibitions
on publishing of evidence at inquest under

Coroners Act 1988
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Form 8—continued

Form 9 Reg 10
Notification that inquest under Coroners Act

1988 will not be opened or resumed
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Form 9—continued

Schedule 1, Forms 2, 7, and 9 were amended, as from 1 July 1995, by section
12(1) Department of Justice (Restructuring) Act 1995 (1995 No 39) by substi
tuting the words “chief executive of the Department for Courts” for the words
“Secretary for Justice”.

Schedule 2 Reg 13

Regulations revoked

Title
Statutory

Regulations Serial
Number

The Coroners Regulations 1952 1952/71

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 3

1961/58

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 4

1964/78

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 5

1966/201

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 6

1967/19

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 8

1974/152

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 9

1976/188

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 10

1977/181

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 13

1985/83
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Title
Statutory

Regulations Serial
Number

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 15

1987/139

The Coroners Regulations 1952,
Amendment No 16

1987/263

Clerk of the Executive Council.

Explanatory note
This note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate their
general effect.
These regulations, which come into force on 1 July 1989, prescribe
forms and other things for the purposes of the Coroners Act 1988 and
replace the Coroners Regulations 1952.

Issued under the authority of the Regulations Act 1936.
Date of notification in Gazette: 1 June 1989.
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Coroners (Forms) Regulations 2008
(SR 2008/416)

Anand Satyanand, GovernorGeneral

Order in Council

At Wellington this 20th day of October 2008

Present:
The Right Hon Helen Clark presiding in Council

Pursuant to section 140 of the Coroners Act 2006, His Excellency
the GovernorGeneral, acting on the advice and with the consent of
the Executive Council, makes the following regulations.

Regulations
1 Title

These regulations are the Coroners (Forms) Regulations 2008.

2 Commencement
These regulations come into force on the 28th day after the
date of their notification in the Gazette.

11 Revocation
(1) Amendment incorporated in the principal regulations.
(2) The revocation effected by subclause (1) is subject to clause

4 of Schedule 3 of the Act.

Rebecca Kitteridge,
Clerk of the Executive Council.
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Date of notification in Gazette: 23 October 2008.
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Notes

1 General
This is an eprint of the Coroners Regulations 1989. It incorp
orates all the amendments to the regulations as at 20November
2008. The list of amendments at the end of these notes spe
cifies all the amendments incorporated into this eprint since
3 September 2007. Relevant provisions of any amending en
actments that contain transitional, savings, or application pro
visions are also included, after the Principal enactment, in
chronological order.

2 About this eprint
This eprint has not been officialised. For more information
about officialisation, please see “Making online legislation of
ficial” under “Status of legislation on this site” in the About
section of this website.

3 List of amendments incorporated in this eprint
(most recent first)
Coroners (Forms) Regulations 2008 (SR 2008/416): regulation 11(1)
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