
Reprint
as at 23 September 1989

Tokelau Police Regulations 1989
(SR 1989/270)

Paul Reeves, Governor-General

Order in Council

At Wellington this 18th day of September 1989

Present:
His Excellency the Governor-General in Council

Pursuant to the TokelauAct 1948, His Excellency the Governor-Gen-
eral, acting by and with the advice and consent of the Executive
Council, hereby makes the following regulations.
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Note
Changes authorised by section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989
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These regulations are administered by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
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Regulations
1 Title and commencement
(1) These regulations may be cited as the Tokelau Police Regula-

tions 1989.
(2) These regulations shall come into force on 1 November 1989.

2 Interpretation
In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,—
Administrator means the Administrator of Tokelau
ammunition means ammunition for a firearm
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Commissioner means a Commissioner appointed under sec-
tion 5 of the Tokelau Amendment Act 1986; and includes any
person exercising the functions, duties, and powers of a Com-
missioner pursuant to section 6 of that Act
explosive does not include coloured flares, fog signals, or fire-
works
firearm includes an airgun
Police officer means—
(i) any employee of the Tokelau Public Service who is des-

ignated under regulation 3(1) as a Police officer:
(ii) any member of the New Zealand Police who is desig-

nated under regulation 3(2) as a Police officer.

Police officers
3 Designation of Police officers
(1) The Official Secretary may from time to time designate any

member of the Tokelau Public Service as a Police officer, and
may at any time revoke any such designation.

(2) The Administrator may from time to time, with the concur-
rence of the Commissioner of the Police of New Zealand, des-
ignate any member of the Police of New Zealand as a Police
officer, and may at any time revoke any such designation.

4 Identification card
(1) The Official Secretary shall issue to every Police officer an

identification card identifying the holder as a Police officer.
(2) Every identification card shall be signed by the Official Secre-

tary, and shall contain the full name of, and be signed by, the
person to whom it is issued.

(3) Every Police officer shall, at all times when on duty, produce
the identification card issued to that Police officer to any per-
son who requests to see it.

(4) Every person who ceases to hold office as a Police officer shall
forthwith return to the Official Secretary the identification card
issued under this regulation.
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5 Functions of Police officers
Police officers shall have the following functions:
(i) the preservation of the public peace:
(ii) the prevention, detection, investigation, and prosecu-

tion of offences against the law of Tokelau:
(iii) the apprehension of persons who have committed, or

are suspected of having committed, offences against the
law of Tokelau:

(iv) the maintenance of order at the sittings of courts in
Tokelau:

(v) the maintenance of order in public places, including
regulating processions and gatherings, preventing the
obstruction of public places, and removing obstructions
from public places:

(vi) assisting in the maintenance of order on vessels visiting
Tokelau:

(vii) the service and execution of the process of any court:
(viii) assisting the Taupulega of any village to give effect to

the decisions of that Taupulega, and to the rules of that
village:

(ix) the performance of any other function conferred by or
under the law of Tokelau on a Police officer.

6 Powers and duties of Police officers
(1) While on duty, a Police officer shall have all the powers and

duties conferred by law on a constable.
(2) For the purposes of subclause (1), a Police officer shall be

deemed to be on duty whenever the circumstances require him
or her to act as a Police officer, whether or not he or she is in
uniform.

7 Control of Police officers
(1) Every Police officer shall comply with any general directions

issued by the Administrator and relating to the execution, by
Police officers, of their duties.

(2) Every Police officer shall carry out every lawful order given
to that Police officer by the Official Secretary or a Faipule.
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8 Police officers to keep records
Every Police officer shall keep such records and make such
reports as the Official Secretary may direct.

9 Protection of Police officers
Where any process has been issued out of any court, or by
any Judge or Commissioner, no proceedings, whether civil or
criminal, shall lie against any Police officer in respect of any
act done in good faith by that Police officer in obedience to
any such process, notwithstanding that there is any irregular-
ity in the issuing of the process, or that the court, Judge, or
Commissioner had no jurisdiction to issue the process.

Powers of Police officers in cases of fire
10 Powers of Police officers in cases of fire

In the event of any fire, or where it is suspected, on reasonable
grounds, that a fire is occurring, any Police officer may, for the
purposes of extinguishing the fire or suspected fire, or prevent-
ing the spread of the fire or suspected fire, or saving any lives
or property endangered by the fire or suspected fire,—
(i) enter on any land:
(ii) enter, and, if necessary, break into, any building or

structure:
(iii) do all other things that are reasonably necessary for pro-

tecting life or property in dealing with the fire or sus-
pected fire.

Lost property and property in Police possession
11 Return of property in possession of Police

Except as provided in any other enactment, and subject to
regulations 13 and 14, any property that has come into the pos-
session of any Police officer and is no longer required for any
purpose relating to the detection, investigation, or prosecution
of any offence shall be returned to the person entitled to the
possession of the property.
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12 Unclaimed property to become property of finder
(1) This regulation applies to any property that is delivered into

the custody of a Police officer by any person who is not the
owner of the property.

(2) Except as provided in any other enactment, where any property
to which this regulation applies is not claimed by—
(i) its owner; or
(ii) any person entitled to possession of it (other than the

person who delivered it into the custody of a Police of-
ficer)—

within the period of 2 months beginning on the date on which
the property was delivered into the custody of a Police officer,
the person who delivered the property into the custody of a
Police officer shall be deemed to be the owner of the property.

13 Unclaimed property may be sold or destroyed
(1) Subject to regulation 14(2), any property that has come into the

possession of any Police officer and is unclaimed after being
held for not less than 3 months shall, if a Commissioner so
directs, be sold or destroyed.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in subclause (1) or in regulation 11
or regulation 12, any perishable goods that have come into
the possession of a Police officer may, if a Commissioner so
directs, be sold or destroyed at any time.

14 Proceeds of sale to be paid to village
(1) The proceeds of every sale made pursuant to regulation 13

shall be paid to the appropriate village.
(2) Any money that has come into the possession of any Police

officer and is unclaimed after being held for not less than
3 months shall be paid to the appropriate village.

Control of explosives, firearms, and ammunition
15 Explosives, firearms, and ammunition to be handed to

Police officer on arrival in Tokelau
(1) Where any person lands on any of the islands of Tokelau, that

person shall, as soon as practicable after landing on that island,
deliver to a Police officer any explosive, firearm, or ammuni-
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tion which that person has in that person’s possession and for
which that person does not have a permit allowing that person
to import that explosive, firearm, or ammunition into Tokelau.

(2) Where any explosive, firearm, or ammunition is delivered to
a Police officer in accordance with subclause (1), that Police
officer shall record in writing the following details:
(i) the name of the person who delivered the explosive,

firearm, or ammunition to the Police officer:
(ii) the date on which the explosive, firearm, or ammunition

was so delivered:
(iii) a description of the explosive, firearm, or ammunition,

including its make and serial number (if any).
(3) Where, in accordance with subclause (1), any explosive,

firearm, or ammunition is delivered to a Police officer by
any person who lands on any of the islands of Tokelau, that
explosive, firearm, or ammunition shall be retained in safe
custody by that Police officer, and shall be returned to that
person on that person’s departure from that island.

16 Production of explosive, firearm, or ammunition at
request of Police officer
Every person in possession of any explosive, firearm, or am-
munition shall, at the request of a Police officer, produce that
explosive, firearm, or ammunition to that Police officer.

17 Reporting of loss or theft of explosive, firearm, or
ammunition
Whenever any explosive, firearm, or ammunition is lost or
stolen, the person entitled to ownership or possession of the
explosive, firearm, or ammunition shall, within 24 hours after
becoming aware of the loss or theft, report that loss or theft to
a Police officer.

Offences
18 Offences
(1) Every person commits an offence against these regulations

who,—
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(i) not being a Police officer, by words, conduct, or de-
meanour pretends to be a Police officer, or puts on or
assumes the dress, name, designation, or description of
a Police officer; or

(ii) requests or incites or induces any Police officer to act in
any manner contrary to the Police officer’s duty; or

(iii) fails to comply with regulation 4(4) or regulation 15(1)
or regulation 16 or regulation 17.

(2) Every person who commits an offence against these regula-
tions shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding 3 months or to a fine not exceeding $150.

C J Hill,
for Clerk of the Executive Council.

Explanatory note
This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to indicate
their general effect.
These regulations, which come into force on 1 November 1989, con-
tain general provisions relating to the exercise or performance, by
Tokelau Police officers, of their functions, duties, and powers.
The regulations also contain specific provisions relating to—
(a) the powers of Tokelau Police officers in dealing with cases of

fire:
(b) unclaimed property in Tokelau:
(c) the control of explosives, firearms, and ammunition in Toke-

lau.

Issued under the authority of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989.
Date of notification in Gazette: 22 September 1989.
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Notes

1 General
This is a reprint of the Tokelau Police Regulations 1989. The
reprint incorporates all the amendments to the regulations as
at 23 September 1989, as specified in the list of amendments
at the end of these notes.
Relevant provisions of any amending enactments that contain
transitional, savings, or application provisions that cannot be
compiled in the reprint are also included, after the principal
enactment, in chronological order. For more information, see
http://www.pco.parliament.govt.nz/reprints/.

2 Status of reprints
Under section 16D of the Acts and Regulations Publication
Act 1989, reprints are presumed to correctly state, as at the
date of the reprint, the law enacted by the principal enactment
and by the amendments to that enactment. This presumption
applies even though editorial changes authorised by section
17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989 have
been made in the reprint.
This presumption may be rebutted by producing the official
volumes of statutes or statutory regulations in which the prin-
cipal enactment and its amendments are contained.

3 How reprints are prepared
A number of editorial conventions are followed in the prep-
aration of reprints. For example, the enacting words are not
included in Acts, and provisions that are repealed or revoked

9

http://www.pco.parliament.govt.nz/reprints/
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM195439
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM195466
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM195466


Notes Tokelau Police Regulations 1989
Reprinted as at

23 September 1989

are omitted. For a detailed list of the editorial conventions,
see http://www.pco.parliament.govt.nz/editorial-conventions/
or Part 8 of the Tables of New Zealand Acts and Ordinances
and Statutory Regulations and Deemed Regulations in Force.

4 Changes made under section 17C of the Acts and
Regulations Publication Act 1989
Section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989
authorises the making of editorial changes in a reprint as set
out in sections 17D and 17E of that Act so that, to the extent
permitted, the format and style of the reprinted enactment is
consistent with current legislative drafting practice. Changes
that would alter the effect of the legislation are not permitted.
A new format of legislation was introduced on 1 January 2000.
Changes to legislative drafting style have also beenmade since
1997, and are ongoing. To the extent permitted by section 17C
of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989, all legisla-
tion reprinted after 1 January 2000 is in the new format for
legislation and reflects current drafting practice at the time of
the reprint.
In outline, the editorial changes made in reprints under the au-
thority of section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication
Act 1989 are set out below, and they have been applied, where
relevant, in the preparation of this reprint:
• omission of unnecessary referential words (such as “of

this section” and “of this Act”)
• typeface and type size (Times Roman, generally in 11.5

point)
• layout of provisions, including:

• indentation
• position of section headings (eg, the number and

heading now appear above the section)
• format of definitions (eg, the defined term now appears

in bold type, without quotation marks)
• format of dates (eg, a date formerly expressed as “the

1st day of January 1999” is now expressed as “1 January
1999”)
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• position of the date of assent (it now appears on the front
page of each Act)

• punctuation (eg, colons are not used after definitions)
• Parts numbered with roman numerals are replaced with

arabic numerals, and all cross-references are changed
accordingly

• case and appearance of letters and words, including:
• format of headings (eg, headings where each

word formerly appeared with an initial cap-
ital letter followed by small capital letters are
amended so that the heading appears in bold,
with only the first word (and any proper nouns)
appearing with an initial capital letter)

• small capital letters in section and subsection ref-
erences are now capital letters

• schedules are renumbered (eg, Schedule 1 replaces First
Schedule), and all cross-references are changed accord-
ingly

• running heads (the information that appears at the top
of each page)

• format of two-column schedules of consequential
amendments, and schedules of repeals (eg, they are
rearranged into alphabetical order, rather than chrono-
logical).

5 List of amendments incorporated in this reprint
(most recent first)
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