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Electricity (Statistics) Regulations
1996

(SR 1996/17)

Catherine A Tizard, Governor-General

Order in Council

At Wellington this 26th day of February 1996

Present:
Her Excellency the Governor-General in Council

Pursuant to section 169 of the Electricity Act 1992, Her Excellency
the Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and consent of
the Executive Council, hereby makes the following regulations.

Note
Changes authorised by section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989
have been made in this reprint.
A general outline of these changes is set out in the notes at the end of this reprint, together
with other explanatory material about this reprint.
These regulations are administered by the Ministry of Economic Development.
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Regulations
1 Title and commencement
(1) These regulations may be cited as the Electricity (Statistics)

Regulations 1996.
(2) These regulations shall come into force on 1 April 1996.

2 Interpretation
(1) In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,—

the Act means the Electricity Act 1992
co-generation system means a system of electricity gener-
ation that—
(a) is operated by a person who owns or operates an elec-

trical installation; and
(b) supplies electricity to that installation; and
(c) operates, or is capable of operating, in parallel with any

electricity supply from works
electricity generating capacity, in relation to any person,—
(a) means the rated electricity generating capacity of the

assets of that person; and
(b) includes the rated electricity generating capacity of any

co-generation system of that person
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electricity generator means any person that has assets that
have a rated electricity generating capacity
electricity retailingmeans the supply of electricity to another
person or other persons for any purpose other than for resupply
by the other person or persons
equity security has the same meaning as in section 2(1) of the
Securities Act 1978
financial return means a statistical return—
(a) that is identified by the Secretary as a financial return;

and
(b) that generally contains information relating to the finan-

cial performance of the entity to which the return re-
lates, for example (and without limitation), information
relating to income and expenditure, dividends, extraor-
dinary items, stock levels, or capital expenditure

operational return means a statistical return—
(a) that is identified by the Secretary as an operational re-

turn; and
(b) that generally contains information relating to the op-

eration of the entity to which the return relates, for ex-
ample (and without limitation), information relating to
the amount of electricity generated, human resources
engaged by the entity, or the uses of electricity sold by
the entity

prescribed business relationship has the meaning given to it
in regulation 3
specified activity means any of the following activities:
(a) the generation of electricity:
(b) the distribution of electricity (including electricity

transmission):
(c) electricity retailing
statistical return means a return containing information re-
quired, by notice given pursuant to regulation 5, to be supplied
to the Secretary
statistical year means a period of 12 months beginning on
1 April in any year and ending with 31 March in the following
year.
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(2) Where any expression used in these regulations is not defined
in these regulations but is defined in the Act, that expression
shall, unless the context otherwise requires, have, in these
regulations, the meaning given to it in the Act.

3 Prescribed business relationship
(1) For the purposes of these regulations,—

(a) any 2 persons shall be deemed to be in a prescribed
business relationship if—
(i) one of them has an interest in more than 50% of

the assets or profits of the other person; or
(ii) one of them has a controlling interest in the other

person; or
(iii) one other person holds a controlling interest in

each of those 2 persons, or has an interest in more
than 50% of the assets or profits of each of those
2 persons; or

(iv) one other person holds a controlling interest in
one of those persons, and has an interest in more
than 50% of the assets or profits of the other per-
son:

(b) a line owner and another person (being an electricity
generator or an electricity retailer) shall be deemed to
be in a prescribed business relationship in any case
where—
(i) that line owner—

(A) has an interest in 50% or more of the assets
or profits of that other person; or

(B) holds a controlling interest in that other
person; or

(ii) interests in the assets or profits of that other per-
son are held by that line owner and any 1 or more
other line owners, and those interests amount, in
the aggregate, to an interest in 50% or more of
those assets or profits; or

(iii) equity securities in that other person are held by
that line owner and any 1 or more other line
owners, and, by virtue of those equity securities,
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those line owners hold, in the aggregate, a con-
trolling interest in that other person:

(c) where—
(i) any person carries on any activity specified in one

of the paragraphs of subclause (2); and
(ii) that person also carries on an activity specified in

any other paragraph of that subclause,—
those 2 activities shall be deemed to be in a prescribed
business relationship.

(2) The activities to which subclause (1)(c) applies are as follows:
(a) the generation of electricity:
(b) the supply of electricity (other than as an electricity re-

tailer):
(c) the ownership of works used for the generation of elec-

tricity:
(d) the supply of line function services:
(e) the conveyance of electricity:
(f) the ownership of works used for the supply of line func-

tion services or the conveyance of electricity:
(g) electricity retailing.

(3) For the purposes of subclause (1)(a), to hold a controlling in-
terest in another person means to hold (whether directly or in-
directly) equity securities in that other person that carry in the
aggregate more than 50% of the voting rights at any general
meeting of the other person.

(4) For the purposes of subclause (1)(b), to hold a controlling in-
terest in another person means to hold (whether directly or
indirectly) equity securities in that other person that carry in
the aggregate 50% or more of the voting rights at any general
meeting of the other person.

(5) For the purposes of subclauses (3) and (4), a person holds
equity securities in another person if the first-mentioned per-
son is beneficially entitled to, or is beneficially entitled to an
interest in, any equity securities in the other person (whether or
not the whole or any part of the legal ownership of the equity
securities is vested in the first-mentioned person).

(6) For the purposes of subclause (1), a person has an interest in
the assets or profits of another person if the first-mentioned
person owns (whether directly or indirectly), or has a benefi-
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cial interest (whether directly or indirectly) in, those assets or
profits.

4 Persons to whom these regulations apply
These regulations apply to the following persons:
(a) electricity generators:
(b) electricity distributors:
(c) electricity retailers.

5 Secretary may obtain information required for statistical
purposes

(1) The Secretary may from time to time send to any person to
whom these regulations apply a notice requiring that person to
supply to the Secretary, in respect of any statistical year, such
information concerning the generation, conversion, transfor-
mation, conveyance, sale, consumption, and use of electricity
as the Secretary may require for statistical purposes.

(2) A notice may be sent pursuant to subclause (1) at any time, but
the following provisions applywith respect to the time allowed
for supplying a statistical return in accordance with the notice:
(a) where a notice is sent not later than 1 month before the

beginning of the statistical year in respect of which a
statistical return is required, the notice shall require the
statistical return to be supplied to the Secretary,—
(i) in the case of an operational return, not later than

3 months after the expiry of that statistical year:
(ii) in the case of a financial return, not later than 5

months after the expiry of that statistical year:
(b) where a notice is sent later than 1 month before the

beginning of the statistical year in respect of which a
statistical return is required, the notice shall require the
statistical return to be supplied to the Secretary,—
(i) in the case of an operational return, not later than

4 months after the date of the notice, or 3 months
after the expiry of that statistical year, whichever
is the later:

(ii) in the case of a financial return, not later than 6
months after the date of the notice, or 5 months
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after the expiry of that statistical year, whichever
is the later.

(3) Every notice pursuant to this regulation shall be in such form
as the Secretary from time to time prescribes or approves.

(4) Any notice pursuant to this regulation may require that any
statistical return supplied in accordance with the notice be in
such form as is specified in the notice.

(5) Every notice pursuant to this regulation requiring any person
to supply a statistical return shall specify the information to be
included in that return in such detail as will clearly inform that
person of that person’s obligations pursuant to the notice.

(6) A notice pursuant to this regulation may be given in respect
of a statistical year that has commenced or expired before the
commencement of these regulations.

6 Information regarding activities and persons in
prescribed business relationship
Any notice pursuant to regulation 5 may require, in respect of
a statistical return,—
(a) the consolidation of information relating to activities

that are in a prescribed business relationship:
(b) the consolidation of information relating to persons that

are in a prescribed business relationship.

7 Major components
(1) Where, in respect of any item of information that is required to

be included in a statistical return, a notice under regulation 5
specifies that major components must be specified, there shall
be included in that return a breakdown of that information list-
ing each component of that item that constitutes, by value or
quantity as the case may be, 10% or more of that item.

(2) The following is an example, and only an example, of the re-
quirements of subclause (1):
A. Income from electricity generation
(i) Other income $313,702

(i) Income from sale of appliances $127,123
(ii) Income from bad debts recovered $126,234
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(iii) Income from sale of assets (ve-
hicles)

$60,345

$313,702.

8 Verification of statistical returns
(1) Every statistical return supplied to the Secretary pursuant to

these regulations by any person shall be verified by an author-
ised principal of that person.

(2) Every such verification shall be in the form of a declaration,
which shall—
(a) be in such form as the Secretary from time to time pre-

scribes or approves; and
(b) be signed and dated by the person making the declar-

ation; and
(c) be endorsed on, or accompany, the statistical return to

which it relates.

9 Multiple returns
Where, in respect of a particular statistical year, a person is
required by these regulations to supply to the Secretary more
than 1 financial return by reason that the person has, in that
statistical year, carried on more than 1 specified activity, that
person shall ensure, in the preparation of those returns, that
assets, liabilities, costs, and revenues are appropriately allo-
cated between each of those activities in order to ensure that
the value of any assets, liabilities, costs, or revenues is not re-
flected in more than 1 return.

10 Reasonable estimates where information unavailable
(1) Where any information required to be included in a statistical

return, or any information from which such information is de-
rived (in whole or in part), is unavailable, reasonable estimates
based on any available data (whether factual or historical, as
the case requires) may be included in the return or, as the case
requires, used as a basis for deriving the information so re-
quired to be included.
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(2) Where, in accordance with subclause (1), reasonable estimates
are included in a statistical return or used as a basis for deriving
such information, the statistical return shall—
(a) include a statement to that effect; and
(b) identify the estimated information or, as the case may

be, the information that has been derived from estimated
information.

(3) Without limiting subclause (1) of this regulation, this regula-
tion applies in respect of a statistical return required pursuant
to a notice to which regulation 5(2)(b) applies.

11 Statistical information involving monetary amounts
Where any person is required to state, in any statistical re-
turn, any monetary amount, then, unless the notice pursuant
to which that statistical return is required otherwise requires,
the monetary amount shall be stated to the nearest dollar, and
shall be exclusive of goods and services tax.

12 Offences
(1) Every person commits an offence against this regulation who,

being a person who is required by a notice given pursuant to
regulation 5 to supply a statistical return to the Secretary,—
(a) fails, without reasonable excuse, to supply that statis-

tical return to the Secretary within the period specified
in the notice; or

(b) supplies to the Secretary a statistical return that does not
comply with a requirement imposed by or pursuant to
regulation 5(4) or regulation 6 or regulation 7 or regu-
lation 8 or regulation 9 or regulation 10(2) or regulation
11; or

(c) makes a false declaration when supplying any statistical
return pursuant to these regulations.

(2) Every person who commits an offence against subclause (1) is
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000.

(3) Without limiting the matters that may or may not constitute a
reasonable excuse for the purposes of subclause (1)(a), the fact
that some or all of a person’s assets (being assets that are used
for a specified activity) are under the control or management
of another person (whether pursuant to a lease or otherwise
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howsoever) does not constitute a reasonable excuse, for the
purposes of subclause (1)(a), to fail to supply a statistical re-
turn.

Diane Wilderspin,
Acting for Clerk of the Executive Council.

Explanatory note
This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to indicate
their general effect.
These regulations, which come into force on 1 April 1996, authorise
the Secretary of Commerce to require personswho are involved in the
generation, distribution, or retailing of electricity to provide certain
statistical information relating to their activities.

Issued under the authority of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989.
Date of notification in Gazette: 29 February 1996.
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Notes

1 General
This is a reprint of the Electricity (Statistics) Regulations 1996.
The reprint incorporates all the amendments to the regulations
as at 1 March 1996, as specified in the list of amendments at
the end of these notes.
Relevant provisions of any amending enactments that contain
transitional, savings, or application provisions that cannot be
compiled in the reprint are also included, after the principal
enactment, in chronological order. For more information, see
http://www.pco.parliament.govt.nz/reprints/.

2 Status of reprints
Under section 16D of the Acts and Regulations Publication
Act 1989, reprints are presumed to correctly state, as at the
date of the reprint, the law enacted by the principal enactment
and by the amendments to that enactment. This presumption
applies even though editorial changes authorised by section
17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989 have
been made in the reprint.
This presumption may be rebutted by producing the official
volumes of statutes or statutory regulations in which the prin-
cipal enactment and its amendments are contained.

3 How reprints are prepared
A number of editorial conventions are followed in the prep-
aration of reprints. For example, the enacting words are not
included in Acts, and provisions that are repealed or revoked
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are omitted. For a detailed list of the editorial conventions,
see http://www.pco.parliament.govt.nz/editorial-conventions/
or Part 8 of the Tables of New Zealand Acts and Ordinances
and Statutory Regulations and Deemed Regulations in Force.

4 Changes made under section 17C of the Acts and
Regulations Publication Act 1989
Section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989
authorises the making of editorial changes in a reprint as set
out in sections 17D and 17E of that Act so that, to the extent
permitted, the format and style of the reprinted enactment is
consistent with current legislative drafting practice. Changes
that would alter the effect of the legislation are not permitted.
A new format of legislation was introduced on 1 January 2000.
Changes to legislative drafting style have also beenmade since
1997, and are ongoing. To the extent permitted by section 17C
of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989, all legisla-
tion reprinted after 1 January 2000 is in the new format for
legislation and reflects current drafting practice at the time of
the reprint.
In outline, the editorial changes made in reprints under the au-
thority of section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication
Act 1989 are set out below, and they have been applied, where
relevant, in the preparation of this reprint:
• omission of unnecessary referential words (such as “of

this section” and “of this Act”)
• typeface and type size (Times Roman, generally in 11.5

point)
• layout of provisions, including:

• indentation
• position of section headings (eg, the number and

heading now appear above the section)
• format of definitions (eg, the defined term now appears

in bold type, without quotation marks)
• format of dates (eg, a date formerly expressed as “the

1st day of January 1999” is now expressed as “1 January
1999”)
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• position of the date of assent (it now appears on the front
page of each Act)

• punctuation (eg, colons are not used after definitions)
• Parts numbered with roman numerals are replaced with

arabic numerals, and all cross-references are changed
accordingly

• case and appearance of letters and words, including:
• format of headings (eg, headings where each

word formerly appeared with an initial cap-
ital letter followed by small capital letters are
amended so that the heading appears in bold,
with only the first word (and any proper nouns)
appearing with an initial capital letter)

• small capital letters in section and subsection ref-
erences are now capital letters

• schedules are renumbered (eg, Schedule 1 replaces First
Schedule), and all cross-references are changed accord-
ingly

• running heads (the information that appears at the top
of each page)

• format of two-column schedules of consequential
amendments, and schedules of repeals (eg, they are
rearranged into alphabetical order, rather than chrono-
logical).

5 List of amendments incorporated in this reprint
(most recent first)
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