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In the 19th year of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria

Preamble

WHEREAS by Letters Patent under the Great Seal, bearing date
the 13th day of November 1849, certain persons therein named
were constituted a body corporate with perpetual succession and
a common seal by the name of the Canterbury Association for
founding a Settlement in New Zealand, and by such letters patent
the said Association was made able and capable in law, to purchase,
receive, and enjoy to it and its successors any goods and chattels
whatsoever and wheresoever, and any messuages, lands, tenements,
or her hereditaments in New Zealand, and its dependencies, and
also to sell, alienate, mortgage, charge, or otherwise dispose of such
property as it should think proper, and to act in all the concerns
of the said body corporate for the purposes and objects mentioned
in the said letters patent as fully and effectually to all intents and
purposes whatsoever as any other of Her Majesty’s subjects might or
could do in their respective concerns, and the purposes and objects
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of the said Association were in such letters patent declared to be
amongst other things for the establishment and maintenance of
ecclesiastical and educational institutions in the Settlement so to be
founded as aforesaid in connection with the Church of England as
by law established:

AND WHEREAS, in pursuance of the said letters patent the said
Association founded a Settlement in New Zealand, called “the
Canterbury Settlement”, within the Province of Canterbury:

AND WHEREAS, under and by virtue of the said letters patent, and
of an Act of Parliament, made and passed in the 13th and 14th years
of the Reign of Her present Majesty entituled an Act empowering the
Canterbury Association to dispose of certain lands in New Zealand,
and of a certain other Act of Parliament made and passed in the 14th
and 15th years of the Reign of Her said Majesty, entituled an Act
to alter and amend an Act empowering the Canterbury Association
to dispose of certain lands in New Zealand, and under and by
virtue of divers acts, deeds, and things made, done and executed
in pursuance of the said letters patent, and Acts of Parliament, the
said Association, or some person or persons in trust for it became
possessed of, or entitled to divers goods, chattels, and personal
estate, and also seised of or entitled to divers messuages, buildings,
lands, tenements, hereditaments and real estate for the ecclesiastical
and educational purposes mentioned in the said letters patent:

AND WHEREAS by a certain Ordinance made and passed by
the Superintendent and Provincial Council of the said Province of
Canterbury, in the 17th year of the Reign of Her said Majesty Queen
Victoria, entituled the Church Property Trust Ordinance, Session
II, No 3, it was amongst other things enacted that certain persons
therein named, and all such other persons as should be thereafter
elected or appointed Trustees under the provisions of the said
Ordinance and their successors should be, and they were thereby
constituted a body politic, and corporate, by the name of “The
Church Property Trustees”, and by that name should have perpetual
succession and a common seal, and be for ever capable in the law, to
purchase, receive, possess, and enjoy to them and their successors,
any goods and chattels, whatsoever and wheresoever, and any
messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments in the said Province
of Canterbury, and also to lease, sell, alienate, mortgage, charge, or
otherwise dispose of such property, as well real as personal as they
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should think proper, and also to act in the concerns of the said body
politic and corporate as effectually as any person or persons might
or could do in his or their respective concerns for the purpose and
object of establishing and maintaining ecclesiastical and educational
institutions within the said Province of Canterbury, and it was by the
said Ordinance further enacted that it should be lawful for the said
Canterbury Association, and any other person or persons holding
in trust for them or his or their agent or agents duly authorised
in that behalf to convey and assign to the said Trustees and their
successors in trust for ecclesiastical and educational purposes within
the said Settlement, all or any part of the real or personal property
applicable to ecclesiastical or educational purposes vested in the
said Association, or in any other person or persons in trust for them
for educational purposes, subject to any terms or conditions which
might be agreed on between the Trustees and the said Association,
or their agent or agents in their behalf, and such other person or
persons in trust for them:

AND WHEREAS in pursuance of the said Ordinance by 2 several
Deeds bearing date respectively, the 16th and 18th day of May 1855,
divers lands, tenements, and hereditaments, theretofore vested in
the said Canterbury Association, or in certain Trustees appointed
by the said Association upon Trust for the said ecclesiastical and
educational purposes within the said Settlement, were conveyed
and assured unto the Trustees for the time being of the said Church
Property Trust Ordinance and their successors upon the Trusts of
the said Ordinance:

AND WHEREAS the said Trustees, being desirous of promoting
and establishing educational and ecclesiastical institutions within the
said Province of Canterbury in accordance with the doctrine and
discipline of the Church of England as now by law established, have
by a certain deed or instrument in writing a copy whereof is set forth
in the Schedule hereunto annexed founded a College by the name
and style of “Christ’s College, Canterbury”, consisting of a Warden,
Sub-Warden and Fellows:

AND WHEREAS the said Sub-Warden and Fellows are desirous of
obtaining for the said College an Ordinance of Incorporation, and it
is expedient that the same should be granted accordingly.


http://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdfLink.aspx?id=DLM123927
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdfLink.aspx?id=DLM123927

s 1

Reprinted as at
Christ’s College Ordinance 1855 (C) 3 September 2007

Warden, Sub-Warden and Fellows to be a body politic

and corporate by name of “Christ’s College, Canterbury”
The Bishop of the Diocese for the time being the Warden,
the Reverend Henry Jacobs Master of Arts the Sub-Warden,
together with the Reverend Robert Bateman Paul Master
of Arts, the Reverend Octavius Mathias Bachelor of Arts,
the Reverend William Wellington Willock Master of Arts,
the Reverend James Wilson Master of Arts, the Reverend
George Cotterill Bachelor of Arts, James Edward Fitz Gerald
Bachelor of Arts, John Bealey Master of Arts, Charles Robert
Blakiston, Henry Barnes Gresson Bachelor of Arts, and
William John Warburton Hamilton the Fellows, and all such
other persons as shall hereafter become Warden or be elected
or appointed Sub-Warden or Fellows, and their successors
shall be, and they are hereby constituted a body politic and
corporate by the name of “Christ’s College, Canterbury”,
and by such name they shall have perpetual succession and a
common seal with full power and authority by the same name
and style to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer
and be answered, defend and be defended, in all Courts of law
whatsoever and shall be able and capable in law to purchase,
receive, possess, and enjoy to them and their successors any
goods, chattels, and personal property whatsoever, and any
messuages, lands, buildings, tenements, and hereditaments
situate within the said Colony or elsewhere, and that they and
their successors shall be able and capable in law to grant,
devise, alien, or otherwise dispose of all or any of the property
real or personal, belonging to the said college, and also to do
all other matters and things incidental or appertaining to a
body politic subject to the restrictions and conditions in the
said deed or instrument of foundation set forth and contained.

Title
This Ordinance shall be entituled Christ’s College Ordinance,
Session IV, No 4, and may be cited by such title.
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JAMES EDWARD FITZ GERALD
SUPERINTENDENT

Passed the Provincial Council, on the 27th day of June, and
assented to by His Honour the Superintendent, on behalf of His
Excellency the Governor, on the 28th day of June, in the year of
Our Lord, 1855.

CHARLES BOWEN
SPEAKER
GEORGE A E ROSS
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL

Schedule

Deed of foundation of Christ’s College,
Canterbury

In the name of God, Amen. We the Church Property Trustees duly ap-
pointed, nominated, and elected under and by virtue of an Ordinance
passed by the Superintendent and Provincial Council of the Province
of Canterbury, Session 2, No 3, entituled “the Church Property Trust
Ordinance”, being desirous of promoting ecclesiastical and educa-
tional institutions within the said Province of Canterbury, by virtue
and in exercise of the powers vested in us as such Trustees, and of
every power and authority enabling us in that behalf, do by this pre-
sent deed, sealed with our corporate seal, testify and declare that
the several lands, tenements, and hereditaments specified and set
forth in Schedule 1 hereunder, within, or hereunto annexed, with
their respective appurtenances are, and henceforth shall be held by
us and our successors and assigns upon, and for the several uses,
trusts, intents, and purposes following, and upon or for no other use,
trust, intent, or purpose whatsoever, that is to say upon trust for the
foundation, endowment, and maintenance of a college, to be hence-
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forth established within the said Province of Canterbury, by the name
and style of “Christ’s College, Canterbury”: And we do accordingly
hereby found the said College to the honour and glory of the Eter-
nal and ever Blessed Trinity, for the propagation of the most holy
Christian religion, as it is now professed and taught by the United
Church of England and Ireland, and for the promotion of sound piety
and useful learning more especially within the said Province of Can-
terbury: And we do hereby declare that the said College shall be
constituted as follows, that is to say: There shall be a Warden, Sub-
Warden, and Fellows not fewer than 6, nor exceeding 25 in number;
subject, however, to increase in the manner provided for by the statute
in that behalf in the Second Schedule hereunto annexed. The Bishop
of the Church of England for the time being of the Diocese in which
the said College shall be situate shall be ex-officio; the Warden of
the College provided that if at any time such Bishop should refuse
to hold the said office of Warden it shall be competent to the Fel-
lows of the College for the time being to elect a person to such office
for such period as shall elapse between the refusal of such Bishop
to accept the said office of Warden, and the consecration of his suc-
cessor to Bishopric held at the time of such refusal by the Bishop
so refusing and no longer. The governing body of the said College
shall consist of a society formed of the Warden, Sub-Warden, and
Fellows, of whom the Sub-warden and Fellows shall be nominated
by us in the first instance: And we do hereby accordingly nomin-
ate, constitute, and appoint The Reverend Henry Jacobs, Master of
Arts, to be Sub-Warden, and the following persons to be the Fellows
of the said College, that is to say - The Reverend Robert Bateman
Paul, Master of Arts, the Reverend Octavius Mathias, Bachelor of
Arts, the Reverend William Wellington Willock, Master of Arts, the
Reverend James Wilson, Master of Arts, the Reverend George Cot-
terill, Bachelor of Arts, James Edward Fitz Gerald, Bachelor of Arts,
John Bealey, Master of Arts, Charles Robert Blakiston, Henry Barnes
Gresson, Bachelor of Arts, and William John Warburton Hamilton.
The Metropolitan Bishop of the Church of England for the time being
of the Ecclesiastical Province, within which the said College shall be
situate, shall be the Visitor thereof: The Sub-Warden and Fellows
shall hold office during life, subject nevertheless to the provisions
in the statutes in the Second Schedule, for the determination of such
Sub-Wardenship or Fellowship respectively: All future Sub-Wardens
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shall be elected by the Fellows, subject to a veto to be exercised by
the Warden, provided nevertheless that if at any time from the omis-
sion of the Fellows of the said College for the time being to exercise
their right of election or from any other cause the office of Sub-War-
den shall remain vacant for a period of 3 calendar months at any one
time, then and so often as the same shall happen, the nomination and
appointment of a person to fill such vacant office shall thereupon de-
volve upon the Warden of the said College for the time being, who
is hereby empowered in such event to make such appointment by
his own sole authority: The said College shall be governed by the
statutes set forth in the said Second Schedule hereunto annexed, to-
gether with such other statutes as shall from time to time be made in
pursuance of the power vested in the said Society under the statutes
in that behalf contained in the said Second Schedule: Immediately
upon the passing of an Ordinance granting corporate powers to the
said Warden, Sub-Warden and Fellows, the said lands, tenements,
and hereditaments set forth in the said First Schedule, with their ap-
purtenances, shall be duly conveyed and assured to the said Warden,
Sub-Warden, and Fellows and their successors to be held by them and
their successors upon trust for the endowment and maintenance of the
said College: It shall be lawful for the Warden, Sub-Warden and Fel-
lows for the said College for the time being, to alienate so much of
the said lands, tenements, and hereditaments as may be necessary for
payment of a sum of $800, with which the same now stand charged
and also of such further sum not exceeding $1,000 as may be required
for the erection of such buildings, and making such improvements as
may be required for the said College; and it shall be lawful also for
the said Sub-Warden and Fellows with the approbation in writing of
the Warden of the said College for the time being, but not otherwise,
and subject to the proviso for re-investment hereinafter contained,
from time to time to sell such further portion or portions of the said
lands, tenements, and hereditaments as they shall think proper:

Provided, nevertheless, that immediately, or so soon as conveniently
may be after every such sale the proceeds thereof shall be re-invested
in lands, tenements, and hereditaments within the said Province of the
like tenure to be duly conveyed to and held by the Warden, Sub-War-
den and Fellows of the said College for the time being upon and for
the like uses and trusts as are in these presents declared concerning
the lands, tenements, and hereditaments which shall have been so
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sold as last aforesaid, or as near thereto as circumstances will ad-
mit of, and upon or for no other use or trust whatsoever. But save
as aforesaid it shall not be lawful for the said Warden, Sub-Warden,
and Fellows to alienate, mortgage, charge, or demise the said lands.
tenements, or hereditaments, or any other lands, tenements, or her-
editaments, to which the said College may become entitled by grant,
purchase or otherwise, unless under the authority of an Ordinance
or Ordinances of the Provincial Council of the said Province to be
made in that behalf, except by way of lease for a term not exceed-
ing 31 years from the time when such lease shall be made, in and
by which lease there shall be reserved and made payable during the
whole of the tem thereby granted the best yearly rent that can be rea-
sonably procured for the same without any fine or premium:

IN WITNESS WHEREOF we the said Church Property Trustees,
have to this deed and also to the 2 Schedules hereunto annexed, af-
fixed our Corporate Seal, this 21st day of May, in the year of our
Lord, 1855.

Schedule 1 (lands vested) and Schedule 2 (governing statutes) narrated details as at the
time of foundation, and have been omitted.

Clause 1 of the Christ’s College Amendment Ordinance 1858 provided that it shall be
lawful for the Body Politic and Corporate , and it was empowered, to alter, vary, break,
and renew the said seal at their discretion.



