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An Act to extend the time within which 
the Governor is required to signify 
his pleasure on Bills passed by Pro­
vincial Councils and reserved by 
Superintendents. [26th June, 1858.]

Whereas doubts have arisen as to the meaning of the 30th 
Section of the Constitution Act, and the term of three months 
therein limited, within which it is required that the assent of the 
Governor shall be given to Bills passed by Provincial Councils 
and reserved by Superintendents is so short that great inconve­
nience has resulted therefrom, and it is therefore expedient that 
the said Section should be repealed, and other provisions sub­
stituted for the same:

Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly of New 
Zealand, in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same as follows:—
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I. The said Thirtieth Section of the Constitution Act is 
hereby repealed.

II. Whenever any Bill shall have been passed by the Pro­
vincial Council of any Province, and shall have been reserved by 
the Superintendent for the signification of the Governor’s pleasure 
thereon, such Bill shall not have any force or authority within 
the said Province until the Superintendent shall signify, either by 
Speech or Message, to the Provincial Council, or by Procla­
mation in the Government Gazette of the said Province, that such 
Bill has been laid before the Governor, and that the Governor 
has assented to the same; and no Bill which shall have been so 
reserved shall have any force or authority within the said Pro­
vince, unless the Governor shall assent thereto within three 
months next after the day on which such Bill shall have been re­
ceived by the Governor for the signification of his pleasure 
thereon.

III. An entry shall be made as soon as conveniently may be 
in the Journals of the Provincial Council of any such Speech, 
Message, or Proclamation as aforesaid, and a Duplicate thereof, 
duly attested by the Superintendent shall be delivered to the Re­
gistrar of the Supreme Court, or other proper Officer, to be kept 
among the records of the Province.

IV. Every Bill which has at any time heretofore been re­
served by the Superintendent of any Province for the signifi­
cation of the Governor’s pleasure thereon, and to which the 
Governor has assented, shall to all intents and purposes whatso­
ever have the same force and effect as if in lieu of the said Section 
hereby repealed of the Constitution Act, this Act had been in 
operation at the time when such assent was given.

V. The Short Title of this Act shall be “The Provincial 
Reserved Bills Act, 1858.”
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