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1940, No. 9
AN ACT to extend the Operation of the W ar Pensions 

Act, 1915, and its Amendments.
[1st August, 1940

BE IT  ENACTED by the General Assembly of New 
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
o f the same, as follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as the W ar Pensions 
Extension Act, 1940.

PART I.
G E N E R A L P R O V IS IO N S .

2. (1) I n  this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires,—

“ Member of the Forces”  means a member of 
the New Zealand Army, or of the New 
Zealand Naval Forces, or of the Royal New 
Zealand A ir  Force:

The expression “ the present war”  means the 
war with the German Reich that commenced 
on the th ird  day of September, nineteen 
hundred and thirty-nine, and includes any 
war in which His Majesty may be at any 
time engaged with any State that is fo r the 
time being allied to the German Reich in 
connection w ith  the said war:

The expression “ the last war”  means the war 
w ith Germany that commenced on the fourth 
day of August, nineteen hundred and fourteen.

(2) Except as provided in the last preceding sub­
section or as the context may otherwise require, words 
and expressions used in this Act have the same 
meanings respectively as in the W ar Pensions Act, 
1915, and its amendments.

(3) Unless in any case the context otherwise 
requires, references in  any other Act to pensions under 
the W ar Pensions Act, 1915, or to war veterans’ 
allowances, or to persons in  receipt of any such 
pension or allowance, shall, as the case may require, 
be deemed to include a reference to a pension or a
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like allowance granted under this Act, or a reference 
to a person in receipt of any such pension or 
allowance.

3. For the purposes of this Act the several ranks of 
the R oyal New Zealand A ir  Force specified in  the 
firs t column of the Schedule hereto shall be deemed to 
correspond and be equivalent to the several A rm y and 
Navy ranks and ratings set opposite thereto respec­
tive ly in the second column of that Schedule.

4. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in  the 
W ar Pensions Act, 1915, in its  application to pensions 
under this Act, no child (being a step-child or an 
adopted child of a member of the Forces) shall be 
entitled to a pension under Part I I  or Part I I I  of this 
Act in respect of the death or disablement o f that 
member fo r any period while he is in  receipt of a 
pension under the W ar Pensions Act, 1915, or this 
Act as the child of any other member of the Forces.

5. (1) The Governor-General may from  time to 
time, by Order in Council, make all such regulations as 
in  his opinion are necessary fo r the purposes of 
this Act.

(2) A ll regulations made under the authority of this 
section shall be laid before Parliament w ithin fourteen 
days after the making thereof i f  Parliament is then 
in  session, and i f  not, shall be laid before Parliament 
w ith in fourteen days after the commencement of the 
next ensuing session.

PART I I .
P E N S IO N S  A N D  A LLO W A N C E S  IN  R E S P E C T  O F  O V E R S E A S  

S E R V IC E  IN  T H E  P R E S E N T  W A R .

6. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Part of 
this Act, pensions and allowances in  accordance w ith 
the W ar Pensions Act, 1915, and any amendments 
thereof (whether passed before or a fter the passing o f 
this Act), shall be payable in  respect of the death or 
disablement of any member of the Forces in  the 
following cases, namely:—

(a) In  any case where the death or disablement 
of the member occurs while he is on service 
overseas in the present w ar; and
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(b) In  any case where the W ar Pensions Board 
is satisfied either that the death or disable­
ment of the member is attributable to his 
service overseas as a member of the Forces in 
the present war or that the condition which 
has resulted in his death or disablement has 
been aggravated by his service overseas as 
a member of the Forces in  the present war.

(2) Pensions in  respect of the death or disablement 
of any person, not being a member of the Forces 
w ith in  the meaning of this Act, may be paid under this 
Part of this Act in  connection w ith the present war 
if ,  in like circumstances, pensions would, pursuant to 
any of the provisions of the W ar Pensions Act, 1915, 
or its amendments, be payable in connection w ith  the 
last war in  respect of the death or disablement of any 
person not being a member of the Forces w ith in  the 
meaning o f that Act.

(3) Save as expressly provided in  the following 
provisions of this Part of this Act, a ll the provisions 
of the W ar Pensions Act, 1915, and of the W ar 
Veterans’ Allowances Act, 1935 (including the penal 
provisions of those Acts), shall, so fa r  as applicable 
and w ith any necessary modifications, apply w ith  respect 
to pensions and allowances payable under this Part 
of this Act.

7. Pensions payable under the last preceding section 
to or in respect of nurses, being members of the Forces 
w ithin the meaning of this Act, shall be payable in all 
respects as i f  they were payable in  accordance w ith 
section twenty-two of the W ar Pensions Act, 1915, and 
the rates of pensions fo r the time being prescribed 
under that section fo r or in  respect o f members of the 
New Zealand Arm y Nursing Service shall be deemed to 
be the rates prescribed fo r or in respect o f nurses, 
being members of the Forces as aforesaid.

8. In  the application fo r the purposes of this Part 
o f this Act of section fourteen of the W ar Pensions 
Amendment Act, 1917, references to His Majesty’s 
Im peria l Naval or M ilita ry  Forces or to H is Majesty’s 
Naval or M ilita ry  Reserve Forces shall be extended 
to include references to the Royal A ir  Force or to 
the Royal A ir  Force Reserve, as the case may require.
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9. (1) This section applies in  every case where a 
claim fo r a pension under this Part of this Act is 
made in  respect of the death or disablement of a 
member of the Forces who suffered any disablement as 
a member of the Forces in  the last war.

(2) Where in  any case to which this section applies 
a claim fo r a pension under this Part of this Act is 
made by any person (whether the member or any of 
his dependants) who is in  receipt of a pension under 
the W ar Pensions Act, 1915, in respect of the disable­
ment of the member in the last war, the aggregate of 
the rates of the pension in  respect of the last war and 
the pension under this Part of this Act shall not exceed 
the rate of pension to which the claimant would be 
entitled under this Part i f  the grounds fo r the grant 
of both pensions were attributable exclusively to the 
present war.

10. Notwithstanding the lim itation of the W ar 
Pensions Act, 1915, in its application to adopted 
children, any child who is legally adopted by a member 
of the Forces before the date of his departure from  
New Zealand as a member of the Forces shall be 
deemed to be a child of that member fo r the purposes 
of this Part of this Act.

PART I I I .
P E N S IO N S  IN  R E S P E C T  O F  S E R V IC E  IN  N E W  Z E A L A N D  A N D  

O F  O V E R S E A S  S E R V IC E  T H A T  IS  N O T  C O V E R E D  B Y  P A R T  II 
HEREOF.

11. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Part of 
this Act, pensions in  accordance w ith  the W ar Pensions 
Act, 1915, and its amendments (whether passed before 
or after the passing of this Act) shall be payable in  
respect of the death or disablement of any member of 
the Forces in the following cases, namely:—

(a) In  any case where the death or disablement 
of the member is attributable to his service in 
New Zealand (whether in  connection w ith the 
present war or not) or is attributable to his 
service beyond New Zealand otherwise than 
in connection w ith  the present w ar; and
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(b) In  any case where the W ar Pensions Board is 
satisfied that the condition which has resulted 
in  the death or disablement of the member 
has been aggravated by any service to which 
the last preceding paragraph relates.

(2) Save as expressly provided in  the following 
provisions of this Part of this Act, a ll the provisions 
of the W ar Pensions Act, 1915 (including the penal 
provisions thereof), shall, so fa r as applicable and 
w ith any necessary modifications, apply w ith respect to 
pensions payable under this Part of this Act.

(3) Nothing in this Part of this Act shall be 
construed to confer on any person a righ t to receive a 
pension thereunder in respect of the death or of any 
disablement of a member of the Forces i f  in  respect of 
the death or of that disablement a pension is payable 
under the W ar Pensions Act, 1915, or under Part I I  
o f this Act.

12. (1) This section applies in  every case where a 
claim fo r a pension under this Part of this Act is 
made in respect of the death or disablement of a 
member of the Forces who suffered any disablement 
as a member o f the Forces in the last war or in the 
present war.

(2) Where in  any case to which this section applies 
a claim fo r a pension under this Part of this Act is 
made by any person (whether the member or any of his 
dependants) who is in receipt of a pension under the 
W ar Pensions Act, 1915, in  respect of the disablement 
of the member in  the last war, or who is in  receipt of 
a pension under Part I I  of this Act in respect of the 
disablement of the member in  the present war, the 
aggregate of the rates of the existing pension or 
pensions and the pension under this Part of this Act 
shall not exceed the rate of the tota l pension to which 
the claimant would be entitled under this Part of this 
Act i f  his existing pension or existing pensions had 
been granted thereunder.

13. Notwithstanding the lim itation of the W ar 
Pensions Act, 1915, in  its application to adopted 
children, any child who is legally adopted by a member 
of the Forces before the date of his death or disable­
ment shall be deemed to be a child of that member fo r 
the purposes o f this Part of this Act.
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14. In  determining the rate of any pension under 
this Part of this Act the W ar Pensions Board may, in  
its discretion, take into consideration any amount paid 
by way o f pension, retiring-allowance, compensation, or 
compassionate allowance out of any public moneys or 
out of any Government superannuation fund in  respect 
of the death or disablement of the person in  respect of 
whose death or disablement the claim fo r a pension is 
made.

15. The date from  which a ll pensions granted under 
this Part of this Act shall commence shall be decided 
by the W ar Pensions Board.

16. (1) This Part of this Act is in  substitution fo r 
Part I I  of the Finance A ct (No. 2), 1939, and the said 
Part is hereby repealed accordingly.

(2) A l l  pensions heretofore granted under the said 
Part and in  force on the passing of this Act shall 
be deemed to have been granted under this Part of 
this Act.
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SCHEDULE.

A ir Force Ranks. Army and Navy Ranks and Ratings.

Lead ing  A irc ra ftm a n , A irc ra ftm a n , 
1st Class, A irc ra ftm a n , 2nd Class

{ P riva te , B om bard ie r, Lance-C orporal, Trooper, 
Gunner, D riv e r , Sapper, T rum pe te r, B ugler.

A b le  Seaman and equ iva len t ra tings.

C orporal

{ Corporal.

F a rrie r, Shoeing-sm ith 
Saddler, o r F it te r {

I f  B om bard ie r, Lance- 
Corporal, Gunner, 
o r P riva te .

Lance-Sergeant (no t p a id  as such).
Lead ing Seaman and equ iva len t ra tings.

S ergeant {

Sergeant, F a rr ie r-C orporal, Shoeing-sm ith , 
C orporal, Saddler-Corporal, C o rpo ra l-F itte r, 
F a rr ie r-Sergeant, Saddler-Sergeant, A r ­
m ourer-Sergeant, Sergeant F it te r . 

Lance-Sergeant (pa id  as such).
P e tty  O fficer and equ iva len t ra tings.

F lig h t Sergeant
{

Squadron, B a tte ry , or C om pany Sergeant- 
m a jo r, Q uarterm aster-Sergeant, Colour- 
Sergeant, S ta ff Sergeant, P ay-c le rk.

C hief P e tty  O fficer, and equ iva len t ra tings.

W a rra n t O fficer {
R eg im enta l Sergeant-m a jo r, R eg im enta l 

Quarterm aster-Sergeant.
W a rra n t O fficer and equ iva len t ranks (N avy).

P ilo t  O fficer, A c tin g  P ilo t O fficer
{ 2nd L ie u te n a n t, L ie u te n a n t (A rm y).

Commissioned W a rra n t O fficer and equ iva lent 
ranks; S ub-L ieu tenan t and equ iva len t ranks 
(N avy).

F ly in g  O fficer, F lig h t  L ieu te n a n t

{ C apta in  (A rm y).
L ie u te n a n t under e igh t years’ se n io rity  and 

equ iva len t ranks (N avy).

Squadron Leader {
M ajo r.
L ie u te n a n t o f e igh t years’ s e n io rity  and 

equ iva len t ranks (N avy).

W ing  Commander

{

L ieu tenan t-C o lone l.
C apta in  under three years’ se n io rity  and 

equ iva len t ra n k s ; Commanders and equi­
v a le n t ranks (N avy).

G roup C apta in

{ Colonel.
C apta in  o f th ree years’ se n io rity  and equi­

va le n t ranks (N avy).

A ir  Commodore
{ Brigad ier-G enera l, M ajor-G eneral.

Commodores, f irs t and second c la s s ; R ear- 
A d m ira l and o ther equ iva len t ranks.

Schedule.


