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1961, No. 134
An Act to amend the M eat Act 1939

[1 D ecember 1961
BE IT  E N A C T E D  by the G eneral Assembly of New Z ealand 
in  Parliam ent assembled, an d  by the authority  of the same, as 
follows:

1. Short Title— This A ct m ay be cited as the M eat A m end­
m ent A ct 1961, and shall be read together w ith  and deem ed 
p a r t  of the M eat A ct 1939 (hereinafter referred to as the 
principal A c t) .

2. Establishment of abattoirs— (1) The principal A ct is 
hereby am ended by repealing section 7, and substituting the 
following section:

“7. (1) Subject to the provisions o f this Act, the Council of 
every borough and  the Council of every tow n district shall 
establish and  m aintain  an abatto ir for the purposes of its dis­
tric t unless—

“ (a) T h e  Council is exempted, under subsection (4) of 
this section, from  the provisions of this subsection; 
or

“ (b) T he  Council is a local authority  which, under section 
14 of this Act, has com bined w ith  another local 
authority  for the  purpose of establishing or m ain ­
taining a common abatto ir; or



“ (c) T he  Council has delegated its power to establish or 
to  m aintain  its abatto ir under section 16 of this 
Act.

“ (2) An abatto ir th a t has been heretofore established and  
is being m aintained a t  the com m encem ent of this section shall, 
for the purposes of this Act, be deem ed to have been estab­
lished thereunder.

“ (3) If, a t the com mencement of this section, any local 
authority  th a t is required by subsection (1) of this section to 
establish an  abatto ir has not established an  abatto ir, it shall, 
unless it has w ithin twelve months a fter the com mencement 
of this section or w ithin  such extended tim e (if any) as the 
M inister m ay allow been exem pted o r excused in  accordance 
w ith  this A ct from doing so, establish an  abatto ir.

“ (4) T he  M inister m ay by notice in  w riting exem pt, sub­
jec t to such terms and  conditions as m ay  be prescribed in  the 
notice, the Council of any borough or of any town district 
from  the provisions of this section requiring the  Council to 
establish or m aintain  an  abatto ir.”

(2) Section 8 and  subsection (1) of section 9 of the p rin ­
cipal Act are hereby repealed.

3. Combination of local authorities— Section 14 of the 
principal A ct is hereby am ended by adding th e  following 
subsection:

“ (3) N otw ithstanding the provisions of this section, in  any 
case where local authorities have com bined under this section 
for the purpose of establishing or m aintain ing a  common 
abatto ir, the local authorities m ay appoin t a  com m ittee con­
sisting of such num ber of the ir members as the local authorities 
m ay by resolution determ ine, and  the com m ittee shall be the 
controlling authority  of the abatto ir fo r the purposes of this 
A ct.”

4. Delegation—T he principal Act is hereby fu rth er am ended 
by repealing section 16, and  substituting the following section:

“ 16. (1) A ny local authority  th a t by this A ct is required 
to  establish or to m aintain  an abatto ir, o r any local authority  
tha t, in accordance w ith section 9 of this Act, has m ade a  
special o rder for the establishment of an  abatto ir, or any  
com m ittee appointed under subsection (3) of section 14 of 
this A ct as the controlling authority  of an  abatto ir may, w ith 
the approval of the M inister, from  tim e to tim e delegate to  
any  fit person (including a  com pany) its power to  establish 
or to m aintain  the abatto ir.



“ (2) A ny local authority  or com m ittee authorised under 
subsection (1) of this section to  delegate its pow er to establish 
or to m aintain  an  abatto ir m ay, w ith  the approval of the 
M inister, m ake two o r m ore separate and  concurrent delega­
tions of any such power, and the provisions of this section 
shall apply to  every such delegation.

“ (3) A ny local authority  th a t has delegated its powers 
under this section m ay, w ith the approval of the M inister, 
establish or m aintain  an  abatto ir in all respects as if its power 
to do so h ad  not been delegated.

“ (4) W here any com m ittee appointed under subsection (3) 
of section 14 of this A ct has m ade a  delegation under this 
section to a  com pany in which all the shares are  held o r of 
which all the  liabilities are guaranteed by the local authorities 
appointing the committee, the com pany m ay itself delegate 
all the powers and authorities delegated to it in  all respects 
as if the com pany were the com mittee making the original 
delegation.

“ (5) N otw ithstanding anything to the contrary in any 
enactm ent, any local authority  tha t is a  party  to the appoint­
m ent of a  com mittee under subsection (3) of section 14 of 
this Act m ay subscribe for, acquire, and  hold shares in or 
guarantee the liabilities of a  com pany referred to in subsection 
(4) of this section and  to which the com mittee intends to 
make or to which it has m ade a delegation under this section.

“ (6) Every instrum ent of delegation under this section shall 
be by deed under the seal of the corporation o r signed by or 
on behalf of the com mittee, as the case m ay require, and  
shall be signed by o r on behalf of the person to whom the 
delegation is made. W here the delegation is by o r to a com ­
pany, the seal of the com pany shall be affixed to  the instru­
m ent of delegation.

“ (7) Every such instrum ent of delegation shall contain 
only such terms, conditions, and provisions as the M inister 
m ay approve, and shall operate as an  agreem ent between the 
authority  o r com m ittee m aking the delegation and  the person 
to  whom the delegation is made.

“ (8) W here an abatto ir is operated pursuant to an instru­
m ent of delegation, the controlling authority  of the abatto ir 
shall, while the instrum ent of delegation continues in force, 
be the person or com pany operating the abatto ir under the 
instrum ent of delegation and the district of the abatto ir shall 
be the district of the local authority  by which the delegation 
was m ade or, in the case of a  delegation by a  com mittee or



a com pany delegating under subsection (4) of this section, 
the districts of the local authorities appointing the com m ittee: 

“Provided th a t w here an  abatto ir is established or m ain­
tained for a  defined p a rt of any  district o r districts, the district 
of the abatto ir shall be th a t defined part.

“ (9) Every instrum ent of delegation under this section shall 
contain provisions for the term ination of the delegation if 
the person to whom the delegation is m ade fails to establish 
the abattoir, or to m aintain  its efficiency (having regard to 
the  requirem ents of the district) or for any o ther sufficient 
reason. In  the event of the term ination of a delegation by a 
local authority, any obligation of the local authority  to establish 
an  abattoir, or to m aintain  an  abattoir, as the case m ay be, 
shall be im m ediately revived.”

5. Cancellation of registration—Section 17 of the principal 
A ct is hereby am ended by adding the following subsections:

“ (5) T he M inister on the application of a  local authority  
m ay, in his discretion, cancel the registration of any abatto ir 
m aintained by the local authority  if he is satisfied that the 
abatto ir has become unnecessary for the requirem ents of the 
district of the local authority  o r tha t the local authority  has 
m ade satisfactory alternative arrangem ents for the supply of 
inspected m eat in its district.

“ (6) Any cancellation under subsection (5) of this section 
m ay be m ade subject to such terms and  conditions as the 
M inister thinks fit, including a  condition tha t the obligation 
of the local authority  to  establish or m aintain  an abatto ir shall 
be revived if any term s or conditions on which the cancella­
tion is m ade are  not complied with.

“ (7) T he  provisions of subsection (4) of this section shall 
have no application to any cancellation under subsection (5) 
of this section.”

6. Cost of abattoir— Section 23 of the principal Act is 
hereby am ended by adding the following subsection:

“ (9) N otw ithstanding the provisions of subsection (8) of 
this section, the provisions of this section shall, w ith the 
necessary modifications, apply  with respect to any  abatto ir 
of which the controlling authority  is a  com pany referred to in 
subsection (4) of section 16 of this Act operating the abatto ir 
pursuant to an  instrum ent of delegation under th a t section in 
all respects as if the com pany were a  local authority .”



7. Use of slaughterhouse— Section 42 of the principal A ct 
is hereby am ended by adding the following subsection:

“ (3) I t  shall be unlaw ful to  slaughter any poultry, o r any 
anim als other th an  stock, in  any p a r t  of a slaughterhouse 
norm ally used for the slaughtering or processing of stock.”

This Act is administered in the Department of Agriculture.


