
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024
Public Act 2024 No 56

Date of assent 23 December 2024
Commencement see section 2

Contents
Page

1 Title 7
2 Commencement 7

Part 1
Preliminary provisions

3 Purpose 7
4 Interpretation 7
5 Meaning of ineligible activity 17
6 Transitional, savings, and related provisions 20
7 Obligation relating to Treaty settlements and recognised customary

rights
20

8 Te Ture Whaimana 21
9 Act binds the Crown 21
10 Procedural principles 21
10A Government policy statements 22

Note
The Parliamentary Counsel Office has made editorial and format changes to this version using the powers
under subpart 2 of Part 3 of the Legislation Act 2019.
Note 4 at the end of this version provides a list of the amendments included in it.
This Act is administered by the Ministry for the Environment.

Version
as at 13 March 2026

1

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM7298371


Part 2
Fast-track approvals process

Subpart 1—Referral of project to fast-track approvals process
Steps before lodging referral application

11 Consultation requirements for referral application 22
12 Notice of request to grant right of access for proposed access

arrangement
23

Referral application
13 Referral application 23
14 Responsible agency decides whether referral application is

complete and within scope
28

Process after Minister receives referral application
15 Process after Minister receives referral application 28
16 Effect of Treaty settlements and other obligations on decision

making
29

17 Minister invites comments 29
18 Report on Treaty settlements and other obligations 30
19 Report in relation to use of public conservation land 32
20 Minister may request information 32

Decision on referral application
21 Minister’s decision on referral application 32
22 Criteria for assessing referral application 34

Minister may determine that certain activities are not ineligible
when making referral decision

23 Minister may determine that linear infrastructure on certain
identified Māori land is not ineligible activity

36

24 Minister may determine that electricity infrastructure on certain
Schedule 4 land or in national reserve is not ineligible activity

37

Timing of decision to decline referral application
25 Timing of decision to decline referral application 38

Steps if referral application accepted
26 Referral of project if referral application accepted 38
27 Minister specifies matters for accepted referral application 39
28 Notice of Minister’s decision on referral application 39

Subpart 2—Steps before lodging substantive application
Preliminary step for listed project

29 Pre-lodgement requirements for listed project 41
Preliminary steps for application for resource consent

30 Identification of existing resource consent for same activity 41

Fast-track Approvals Act 2024
Version as at

13 March 2026

2



31 Pre-request aquaculture agreement 43
Preliminary steps for application for land exchange

32 Sections 32A to 36 apply to land exchange 43
32A Pre-lodgement consultation with Director-General of Conservation 43
33 Land exchange application lodged with Director-General of

Conservation
44

34 Director-General of Conservation decides whether application is
complete and within scope

44

35 Director-General of Conservation’s report on land exchange 45
36 Withdrawal of land exchange application 46

Preliminary step for application for mining permit
37 Mining permit information may be lodged with relevant chief

executive
46

Ministerial powers
38 Minister may determine that project is priority 47
39 Minister may make determination under section 23 or 24 48

Subpart 3—Panel consideration of substantive application
40 Process under this Act applies instead of process under specified

Act
49

41 Application of panel process to land exchange 49
Substantive application

42 Authorised person may lodge substantive application for approvals 49
43 Requirements for substantive application 52
44 Information must be specified in sufficient detail 54
45 Withdrawal of substantive application 54

Steps by EPA after substantive application lodged
46 EPA decides whether substantive application is complete and

within scope
54

47 EPA makes recommendation on whether there are competing
applications or existing resource consents for same activity

55

48 EPA requests recommendation in relation to aquaculture activities 56
49 EPA obtains section 18 report for listed project 57

Steps by panel convener after receiving substantive application
from EPA

50 Panel convener sets up panel 57
51 Panel convener obtains other advice and reports 57
52 Panel convener provides information to panel 59

Opportunity for comment on substantive application
53 Panel invites comments on substantive application 59
54 General provisions relating to invitations given under section 53 61

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

3



55 Response to comments provided under section 53 61
Hearing of panel

56 Hearing not required 61
57 Procedure if hearing is held 61
58 Other provisions about conduct of hearing 62
59 Remote access hearing 63

Suspension of processing substantive application
60 When processing of substantive application may be suspended 64
61 EPA may direct suspension in processing substantive application 64
62 Panel convener may direct suspension in processing substantive

application
65

63 Resumption in processing substantive application following
suspension under section 62

66

64 Applicant may request suspension of processing substantive
application

66

65 Resumption in processing of substantive application following
suspension under section 64

67

66 Return of substantive application 68
Further information, etc

67 Panel may request further information or report 68
68 Panel may request or commission advice on concession, land

exchange, or access arrangement
69

Draft decisions on approvals
69 Panel provides draft decisions to applicant before declining

approval
71

70 Panel seeks comment on draft conditions before granting approval 71
71 Panel provides draft conditions relating to aquaculture activities

for recommendation
72

72 Panel seeks comments from Minister for Māori Crown Relations:
Te Arawhiti and Minister for Māori Development

72

Role of appropriate Minister in relation to concessions, land
exchanges, and access arrangements

73 Sections 74 to 78 apply to concession, land exchange, and access
arrangement

72

74 Appropriate Minister may call in decision 73
75 Panel may transfer decision to appropriate Minister 73
76 Process if decision is called in by, or transferred to, appropriate

Minister
73

77 Panel informs appropriate Minister of proposed decision 74
78 Appropriate Minister may specify standard conditions 74

Fast-track Approvals Act 2024
Version as at

13 March 2026

4



Panel decisions
79 Timing of panel decisions 74
80 Aquaculture decision required for certain coastal permits 75
81 Decisions on approvals sought in substantive application 75
82 Effect of Treaty settlements and other obligations on decision

making
77

83 Conditions must be no more onerous than necessary 78
84 Conditions relating to Treaty settlements and recognised

customary rights
78

84A Conditions relating to infrastructure 78
85 When panel must or may decline approvals 78
86 Decision on land exchange is conditional 80

Decision documents
87 Content of panel decision documents 80
88 Issue, service, and publication of decision documents 81
89 Minor corrections 81

EPA powers and duties relating to substantive application
90 EPA may request information from relevant administering

agencies and local authorities
82

91 Information held by relevant administering agencies and local
authorities that is sensitive to iwi or hapū

82

92 EPA powers to make certain decisions 82
93 EPA must publish notices and other documents 83
93A Directions to EPA 83

Subpart 4—Other provisions relating to approvals
94 Use of specified Act to apply for approval 84
95 Exercise of existing approval under specified Act while applying

for approval under this Act
84

96 Status of approval when granted 85
97 Commencement of approval 86
98 Disapplication of matters if approval is for electricity infrastructure

on certain Schedule 4 land or in national reserve
86

Subpart 5—Miscellaneous provisions
Appeals and judicial review

99 Appeal against decisions only on question of law 87
100 Procedural matters 88
101 Judicial review 89
102 Right of appeal, review, or reconsideration under specified Act 90

Cost recovery
103 Interpretation 90
104 Cost recovery 91

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

5



105 Delegation of cost-recovery function by Minister 92
106 Methods of cost recovery 93
107 Liability to pay costs constitutes debt due 93
108 Regulations may set fees, charges, and contributions 94
109 Regulations may impose levies 95
110 Contribution to costs of relevant third parties 97
111 Land exchange cost recovery by third parties 97
112 Liability for costs if application lodged, or to be lodged, by more

than 1 person
97

Service of documents
113 Service of documents 97
114 Notices in relation to Māori land 99

Provisions relating to particular approvals
115 Schedules 5 to 12 have effect 99

Secondary legislation
116 Regulations 99
117 Order in Council to amend authorised person in Schedule 2 100
117A Order in Council to amend description in Schedule 2 101
118 Order in Council to amend Schedule 4 101

Amendments
119 Amendment to Resource Management (Natural and Built

Environment and Spatial Planning Repeal and Interim Fast-track
Consenting) Act 2023

102

120 Schedule 1 amended 102
121 Amendments to other legislation 102

Schedule 1
Transitional, savings, and related provisions

103

Schedule 2
Listed projects with significant regional or national benefits

109

Schedule 3
Expert panel

141

Schedule 4
Land on which non-mining activities are ineligible

148

Schedule 5
Approvals relating to Resource Management Act 1991

150

Schedule 6
Approvals relating to Conservation Act 1987, Reserves Act

1977, Wildlife Act 1953, and National Parks Act 1980

171

Schedule 7
Approvals relating to Wildlife Act 1953

194

Fast-track Approvals Act 2024
Version as at

13 March 2026

6



Schedule 8
Approvals relating to Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga

Act 2014

198

Schedule 9
Approvals relating to complex freshwater fisheries activities

203

Schedule 10
Approvals relating to Exclusive Economic Zone and
Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012

206

Schedule 11
Approvals relating to Crown Minerals Act 1991

209

Schedule 12
Modifications to process under Public Works Act 1981 to take

or deal with land

223

Schedule 13
Amendments to other legislation

224

The Parliament of New Zealand enacts as follows:
 

1 Title
This Act is the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024.

2 Commencement
This Act comes into force on the day after Royal assent.

Part 1
Preliminary provisions

3 Purpose
The purpose of this Act is to facilitate the delivery of infrastructure and devel‐
opment projects with significant regional or national benefits.

4 Interpretation
(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

administering agency—
(a) means the chief executive of a department that, with the authority of

the Prime Minister, is responsible for the administration of a specified
Act (other than the chief executives of the departments that, with the
authority of the Prime Minister, are responsible for the administration of
the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 and the Resource
Management Act 1991); and
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(b) includes,—
(i) in relation to the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act

2014, Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga:
(ii) in relation to the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf

(Environmental Effects) Act 2012, the EPA:
(iii) in relation to the Crown Minerals Act 1991,—

(A) the Director-General of Conservation, if the appropriate
Minister for the relevant land is or includes the Minister of
Conservation:

(B) the chief executive of Land Information New Zealand, if
the appropriate Minister for the relevant land is or includes
the Minister of Lands

adverse effect on fishing means a restriction on access for fishing or a dis‐
placement of fishing
applicant, in relation to a referral application, a land exchange application, or a
substantive application, means—
(a) the person who lodged, or who is to lodge, the application:
(b) if the application is lodged, or is to be lodged, by more than 1 person, all

of those persons
appropriate Minister has the meaning given in section 2A of the Crown
Minerals Act 1991
approval has the meaning given in section 42(4)
approval under a specified Act means a matter under a specified Act that
corresponds to an approval under this Act
aquaculture agreement has the meaning given in section 186ZD of the Fish‐
eries Act 1996
aquaculture decision means a determination or a reservation made by a panel
under clause 20 of Schedule 5
authorised person means,—
(a) in relation to a listed project, an authorised person specified for the

project in Schedule 2:
(b) in relation to an unlisted project, an authorised person specified for the

project under section 27(2):
(c) if, under paragraph (a) or (b), there is more than 1 authorised person for

a project, all of those authorised persons
compensation declaration has the meaning given in section 186ZD of the
Fisheries Act 1996
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competing application, in relation to a substantive application (application
A), means a substantive application or an application for an approval under a
specified Act (application B) if—
(a) the approval sought or applied for by application B relates to the same

natural and physical resources as an approval sought by application A;
and

(b) the approval sought or applied for by application B could not be fully
exercised (if at all) if the approval referred to in paragraph (a) were
granted; and

(c) application B was lodged by someone other than the person who lodged
application A

complex freshwater fisheries activity means an activity that includes con‐
struction of any of the following:
(a) a culvert or ford that permanently blocks fish passage:
(b) a permanent dam or diversion structure:
(c) works—

(i) that require disturbance to a water body, including diversions,
in-stream operations, and removal of gravel, that persists for more
than 3 months; or

(ii) that require disturbance of any duration during the whitebaiting
season to a water body within 500 m of the coast; or

(iii) that require disturbance of any duration during the relevant
spawning season to a water body that is known for the spawning
of trout, salmon, or native fish; or

(iv) that require repeated disturbance to a water body and are tempor‐
ary works for which there is a period of 6 months or less between
each period of work

conservation area has the meaning given in clause 22 of Schedule 6
Conservation Board has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the Conserva‐
tion Act 1987
Crown-owned reserve has the meaning given in clause 22 of Schedule 6
customary marine title area means a customary marine title area as defined
in—
(a) section 9(1) of the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011;

or
(b) section 9 of the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019
customary marine title group means—
(a) a customary marine title group as defined in section 9(1) of the Marine

and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011; or
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(b) a customary marine title hapū as defined in section 9 of the Ngā Rohe
Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019

dam has the meaning given in regulation 2(1) of the Freshwater Fisheries
Regulations 1983
decision document has the meaning given in section 87(1)
deposit means a concentration or an accumulation that is capable of being
mined effectively and economically
determination, in relation to an approval described in section 42(4)(a) or
(b) regarding aquaculture activities to be undertaken in the coastal marine
area, means a decision by a panel or a recommendation by the relevant chief
executive that they are satisfied that the aquaculture activities authorised by the
approval will not have an undue adverse effect on fishing
diversion structure has the meaning given in regulation 2(1) of the Freshwater
Fisheries Regulations 1983
electricity infrastructure means electricity lines or infrastructure for the gen‐
eration of electricity
electricity lines means works that are used or intended to be used for the
conveyance of electricity
fast-track approvals process means the process for granting an approval that
is set out in subparts 2 and 3 of Part 2
Game Animal Council means the council established under section 6 of the
Game Animal Council Act 2013
General land owned by Māori has the meaning given in section 4 of Te Ture
Whenua Maori Act 1993
Government policy statement means a Government policy statement issued
under section 10A
identified Māori land means any of the following:
(a) Māori freehold land:
(b) land that forms part of a natural feature that has been declared under an

Act to be a legal entity or person (including Te Urewera land within the
meaning of section 7 of the Te Urewera Act 2014):

(c) the maunga listed in section 10 of the Ngā Mana Whenua o Tāmaki
Makaurau Collective Redress Act 2014:

(d) General land owned by Māori that was previously Māori freehold land,
but ceased to have that status in accordance with—
(i) an order of the Māori Land Court made on or after 1 July 1993; or
(ii) Part 1 of the Maori Affairs Amendment Act 1967:

(e) land vested in the Māori Trustee that—
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(i) is constituted as a Māori reserve by or under the Maori Reserved
Land Act 1955; and

(ii) remains subject to that Act:
(f) a reserve under the Reserves Act 1977 that, under a Treaty settlement, is

managed wholly or jointly by a Treaty settlement entity:
(g) land owned by a Treaty settlement entity if the land was acquired—

(i) as redress for the settlement of Treaty of Waitangi claims; or
(ii) by the exercise of rights under a Treaty settlement:

(h) other land held by or on behalf of an iwi or a hapū if the land was
transferred from the Crown, a Crown body, or a local authority with the
intention of returning the land to the holders of mana whenua over that
land

iwi participation legislation means legislation, including any Treaty settle‐
ment Act, that provides a role for iwi or hapū in processes relevant to this Act,
including processes for an approval under a specified Act
land exchange has the meaning given in clause 22 of Schedule 6
land exchange application means the information required to be lodged under
section 33(1)
listed project means a project listed in Schedule 2
Māori customary land has the meaning given in section 4 of Te Ture Whenua
Maori Act 1993
Māori freehold land has the meaning given in section 4 of Te Ture Whenua
Maori Act 1993
Māori incorporation has the meaning given in section 4 of Te Ture Whenua
Maori Act 1993
Māori land has the meaning given in section 4 of Te Ture Whenua Maori Act
1993
mātaitai reserve means a mātaitai reserve declared by notice in the Gazette
under Part 9 of the Fisheries Act 1996
Minister means the Minister for Infrastructure
New Zealand Conservation Authority has the meaning given in section 2(1)
of the Conservation Act 1987
New Zealand Fish and Game Council has the meaning given in section 2(1)
of the Conservation Act 1987
ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou has the meaning given in section 10 of the Ngā Rohe
Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019
ngā rohe moana o ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou has the meaning given in section
11 of the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019
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owner,—
(a) in relation to Māori freehold land, means,—

(i) if the land is vested in 1 or more trustees, those trustees:
(ii) if the land is vested in a Māori incorporation, that incorporation:
(iii) if 1 or more agents have been appointed for the land under Part

10 of Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993 with the power to take the
relevant action under this Act, those agents:

(iv) in any other case, the beneficial owners of the land:
(b) in relation to land referred to in paragraph (b) of the definition of identi‐

fied Māori land, means the entity or person who, under an Act referred
to in that paragraph, acts for the natural feature

panel means an expert panel that is appointed in accordance with, and that
complies with, Schedule 3
panel convener means the panel convener appointed under clause 1 of Sched‐
ule 3
post-settlement governance entity—
(a) means a body corporate or the trustees of a trust established, for the pur‐

pose of receiving redress in the Treaty settlement of a claimant group,—
(i) by that group; or
(ii) by or under an enactment or order of a court; and

(b) includes—
(i) an entity established to represent a collective or combination of

claimant groups; and
(ii) an entity controlled by an entity referred to in paragraph (a); and
(iii) an entity controlled by a hapū to which redress has been transfer‐

red by an entity referred to in paragraph (a)
pre-request aquaculture agreement has the meaning given in section 186ZD
of the Fisheries Act 1996
priority project means a project that the Minister has determined is a priority
project under section 38
processing, when used in reference to suspending, resuming, or stopping the
processing of a substantive application, includes the preparation of any of the
following:
(a) advice or a report requested under section 51:
(b) a recommendation on an aquaculture decision requested under section

48:
(c) an aquaculture decision

Part 1 s 4 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024
Version as at

13 March 2026

12

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM291803
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM291803
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM398349


project—
(a) means,—

(i) in relation to a listed project, the project as described in Schedule
2:

(ii) in relation to an unlisted project,—
(A) the project as described in the referral application for the

project or, if the referral application is yet to be lodged, as it
will be described in the application; or

(B) if the project has been referred, the project as described in
the notice under section 28; and

(b) includes any activity that is involved in, or that supports and is subsid‐
iary to, a project referred to in paragraph (a)

project area means the whole or any part of the geographical location in which
a project is to be undertaken
proposed approval, in relation to a project, means an approval specified in the
referral application under section 13(2)(d) as one that is proposed to be applied
for under the fast-track approvals process
protected customary rights area means—
(a) a protected customary rights area as defined in section 9(1) of the Mar‐

ine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011; or
(b) an area in which a protected customary activity, as defined in section

9 of the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019, is
recognised under that Act

protected customary rights group means—
(a) a protected customary rights group as defined in section 9(1) of the

Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011; or
(b) a protected customary activity hapū as defined in section 9 of the Ngā

Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019
public conservation land means land to which either or both of the following
apply:
(a) the land is held, managed, or administered under the Conservation Act

1987, the National Parks Act 1980, the Reserves Act 1977, or the Wild‐
life Act 1953:

(b) the land is listed in Schedule 4
quota management system has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the
Fisheries Act 1996
referral application means an application under section 13 to use the fast-
track approvals process
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referred, in relation to an unlisted project, means referred to the fast-track
approvals process under section 26
regulations means regulations made under section 116
relevant administering agency,—
(a) in relation to a referral application, means an administering agency for a

specified Act that relates to a proposed approval for the project:
(b) in relation to a substantive application, means an administering agency

for a specified Act that relates to an approval being sought in the sub‐
stantive application

relevant chief executive means,—
(a) in relation to an aquaculture decision, the chief executive as defined in

section 2(1) of the Fisheries Act 1996:
(b) in relation to an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit),

the chief executive as defined in section 2(1) of the Crown Minerals Act
1991

relevant local authority, in relation to a referral application or substantive
application,—
(a) means any local authority whose region or district the project area is in;

and
(b) if a proposed approval in the referral application or an approval sought

in the substantive application is one described in section 42(4)(k) (mar‐
ine consent), includes any local authority whose region or district is
adjacent to the site where the relevant activity would be undertaken

relevant portfolio Minister means a Minister of the Crown who, under the
authority of a warrant or with the authority of the Prime Minister, is responsible
for,—
(a) in relation to a proposed Government policy statement, a portfolio that

is directly related to the subject of the proposed Government policy
statement; or

(b) in relation to a project, either or both of the following:
(i) a portfolio that is directly related to the nature of the project (for

example, the Minister responsible for energy, in the case of a
project to construct a solar farm):

(ii) the administration of a specified Act that relates to a proposed
approval for the project or to an approval being sought in the
substantive application (for example, the Minister responsible for
the administration of the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga
Act 2014, in the case of a project that requires an archaeological
authority)
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reservation, in relation to an approval described in section 42(4)(a) or (b)
regarding aquaculture activities to be undertaken in the coastal marine area,
means a decision by a panel or a recommendation by the relevant chief execu‐
tive that they are not satisfied that the aquaculture activities authorised by the
approval will not have an undue adverse effect on fishing
responsible agency means the Secretary for the Environment
specified Act means any of the following:
(a) the Conservation Act 1987 (including the Freshwater Fisheries Regula‐

tions 1983):
(b) the Crown Minerals Act 1991:
(c) the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environmental

Effects) Act 2012:
(d) the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014:
(e) the National Parks Act 1980:
(f) the Reserves Act 1977:
(g) the Resource Management Act 1991:
(h) the Wildlife Act 1953
standard freshwater fisheries activity means an activity that includes con‐
struction of any of the following:
(a) a culvert or ford that could impede but not permanently block fish

passage:
(b) weirs that comply with the conditions of regulation 72 of the Resource

Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regu‐
lations 2020:

(c) works—
(i) that require active disturbance to a water body, including diver‐

sions, in-stream operations, and removal of gravel, that does not
persist for more than 3 months; or

(ii) that require disturbance of any duration outside the whitebaiting
season to a water body within 500 m of the coast; or

(iii) that require disturbance of any duration outside the relevant
spawning season to a water body that is known for the spawning
of trout, salmon, or native fish; or

(iv) that require repeated disturbance to a water body and are tempor‐
ary works for which there is a period of more than 6 months
between each period of work

substantive application means an application under section 42 for 1 or more
approvals for a listed project or a referred project
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taiāpure-local fishery means a taiāpure-local fishery established under Part 9
of the Fisheries Act 1996
tangata whenua, in relation to a taiāpure-local fishery, mātaitai reserve, or an
area that is subject to bylaws made under Part 9 of the Fisheries Act 1996, has
the meaning given in section 2(1) of that Act
Treaty settlement means—
(a) a Treaty settlement Act; or
(b) a Treaty settlement deed
Treaty settlement Act means—
(a) an Act listed in Schedule 3 of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975; or
(b) any other Act that provides redress for Treaty of Waitangi claims,

including Acts that provide collective redress or participation arrange‐
ments for claimant groups whose claims are, or are to be, settled by
another Act, including—
(i) the Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004:
(ii) the Ngā Mana Whenua o Tāmaki Makaurau Collective Redress

Act 2014:
(iii) the Nga Wai o Maniapoto (Waipa River) Act 2012:
(iv) the Ngati Tuwharetoa, Raukawa, and Te Arawa River Iwi Waikato

River Act 2010:
(v) the Treaty of Waitangi (Fisheries Claims) Settlement Act 1992

and secondary legislation that gives effect to section 10 of that Act
and is made under Part 9 of the Fisheries Act 1996

Treaty settlement deed—
(a) means a deed or other agreement that—

(i) has been signed by or on behalf of a Minister of the Crown and
representatives of a group of Māori; and

(ii) is in settlement of the claims of that group or in express anticipa‐
tion, or on account, of that settlement; and

(b) to avoid doubt, includes a deed or other agreement of the kind described
in paragraph (a) that relates to the claims of a collective or combination
of Māori groups; but

(c) does not include an agreement in principle or any document that is
preliminary to a signed and ratified deed

Treaty settlement entity means any of the following:
(a) a post-settlement governance entity:
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(b) a board, trust, committee, authority, or other body, incorporated or unin‐
corporated, that is recognised in or established under any Treaty settle‐
ment Act:

(c) an entity or a person that is authorised by a Treaty settlement Act to act
for a natural feature with legal personhood:

(d) Te Ohu Kai Moana or a mandated iwi organisation (as those terms are
defined in section 5(1) of the Maori Fisheries Act 2004):

(e) an iwi aquaculture organisation (as defined in section 4 of the Maori
Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004)

unlisted project means a project that is not listed in Schedule 2
wildlife has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the Wildlife Act 1953.

(2) Unless the context otherwise requires, terms used and not defined in this Act
have the meanings given in—
(a) the Resource Management Act 1991, if they are defined in that Act:
(b) the relevant specified Act, if they are not defined in the Resource Man‐

agement Act 1991 and are defined in the specified Act.
(3) A reference in a schedule of this Act to an application for a particular appro‐

val, when used in relation to a substantive application, means the part of the
substantive application that relates to that approval.
Section 4(1) administering agency paragraph (a): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 4(1)
of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 4(1) competing application: replaced, on 17 December 2025, by section 4(2) of the Fast-
track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 4(1) complex freshwater fisheries activity paragraph (c)(ii): replaced, on 17 December
2025, by section 4(3) of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 4(1) complex freshwater fisheries activity paragraph (c)(iii): replaced, on 17 December
2025, by section 4(3) of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 4(1) Government policy statement: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 4(5) of the
Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 4(1) relevant portfolio Minister: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 4(5) of the
Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 4(1) standard freshwater fisheries activity paragraph (c)(ii): replaced, on 17 December
2025, by section 4(4) of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 4(1) standard freshwater fisheries activity paragraph (c)(iii): replaced, on 17 December
2025, by section 4(4) of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

5 Meaning of ineligible activity
(1) In this Act, ineligible activity means any of the following:

(a) an activity that—
(i) would occur on identified Māori land; and
(ii) has not been agreed to in writing by the owners of the land or

been subject to a determination under section 23:
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(b) an activity that—
(i) would occur in a customary marine title area; and
(ii) has not been agreed to in writing by the customary marine title

group:
(c) an activity that—

(i) would occur in a protected customary rights area; and
(ii) would have a more than minor adverse effect on the exercise of

the protected customary right; and
(iii) has not been agreed to in writing by the protected customary

rights group:
(d) an activity that would occur on either of the following classes of land:

(i) Māori customary land:
(ii) land set apart as a Māori reservation as defined in section 4 of Te

Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993:
(e) an aquaculture activity or an activity that is incompatible with aquacul‐

ture activities—
(i) that would occur within an aquaculture settlement area declared

under section 12 of the Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims
Settlement Act 2004 or an area reserved under another Treaty
settlement for the aquaculture activities of a particular group; and

(ii) for which the applicant who is proposed to hold an approval
described in section 42(4)(a) (resource consent) is not authorised
to apply for a coastal permit under the Resource Management Act
1991:

(f) an activity—
(i) that would require an access arrangement under section 61 or 61B

of the Crown Minerals Act 1991; and
(ii) that—

(A) could not be granted an access arrangement because of
section 61(1A) of that Act; or

(B) would occur in an area for which a permit cannot be gran‐
ted under that Act:

(g) an activity that would be prevented under section 165J, 165M, 165Q,
165ZC, or 165ZDB of the Resource Management Act 1991:

(h) an activity (other than an activity that would require an access arrange‐
ment under the Crown Minerals Act 1991) that—
(i) would occur on land that is listed in Schedule 4; and
(ii) has not been subject to a determination under section 24:
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(i) an activity that—
(i) would occur on a national reserve held under the Reserves Act

1977; and
(ii) requires approval under that Act; and
(iii) has not been subject to a determination under section 24:

(j) an activity that—
(i) would occur on a reserve held under the Reserves Act 1977 that is

vested in someone other than the Crown or a local authority; and
(ii) has not been agreed to in writing by the person or persons in

whom the reserve is vested:
(k) an activity that—

(i) would occur on a reserve held under the Reserves Act 1977 that is
managed by someone other than the Department of Conservation
or a local authority; and

(ii) has not been agreed to in writing by the person or persons respon‐
sible for managing it:

(l) an activity that is—
(i) a prohibited activity under the Exclusive Economic Zone and

Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012 or regulations
made under that Act; or

(ii) an activity that is described in section 15B of the Resource Man‐
agement Act 1991 and is a prohibited activity under that Act or
regulations made under it; or

(iii) an activity that is prohibited by section 15C of the Resource
Management Act 1991:

(m) a decommissioning-related activity (which is an activity described in
section 38(3) of the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf
(Environmental Effects) Act 2012):

(n) an activity undertaken for the purposes of an offshore renewable energy
project.

(2) The agreement referred to in subsection (1)(a), (b), (j), or (k) is not required
for an activity that is prospecting, exploration, mining, or mining operations
of Crown-owned minerals undertaken below the surface of any land or area
referred to in that subsection (the land) if the activity—
(a) will not or is not likely to cause any damage to the surface of the land or

any loss or damage to the owner or occupier of the land; and
(b) will not or is not likely to have any prejudicial effect in respect of the use

and enjoyment of the land by the owner or occupier of the land; and
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(c) will not or is not likely to have any prejudicial effect in respect of any
possible future use of the surface of the land.

(3) A person whose agreement is required under subsection (1)(j) or (k)—
(a) must not unreasonably withhold their agreement; and
(b) in deciding whether to give their agreement, must take into account the

purpose of this Act and any relevant matters under the Reserves Act
1977.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3)(b), if a provision of the Reserves Act 1977
would require the person to withhold their agreement, the person must take
into account that the provision would normally require them to withhold their
agreement, but must not treat the provision as requiring them to do so.

(5) The agreement referred to in subsection (1)(k) is not required if—
(a) the reserve on which the activity is to occur is proposed to be the subject

of a land exchange; and
(b) the reserve is a Crown-owned reserve; and
(c) the person or persons responsible for managing the reserve are not in

place because of a Treaty settlement.
(6) In subsection (2), exploration, mining, mining operations, and prospecting

have the meanings given to those terms in section 2(1) of the Crown Minerals
Act 1991.
Compare: 1991 No 70 s 57; 2020 No 35 s 18(3); 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 15

6 Transitional, savings, and related provisions
The transitional, savings, and related provisions set out in Schedule 1 have
effect according to their terms.

7 Obligation relating to Treaty settlements and recognised customary rights
(1) All persons performing and exercising functions, powers, and duties under this

Act must act in a manner that is consistent with—
(a) the obligations arising under existing Treaty settlements; and
(b) customary rights recognised under—

(i) the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011:
(ii) the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019.

(2) To avoid doubt, subsection (1) does not apply to a court or a person exercising
a judicial power or performing a judicial function or duty.

(3) In this section, existing Treaty settlements means Treaty settlements that exist
at the time the relevant function, power, or duty is performed or exercised
(rather than only those that exist at the commencement of this Act).
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8 Te Ture Whaimana
(1) Te Ture Whaimana is intended by Parliament to be the primary direction-set‐

ting document for the Waikato and Waipā Rivers and activities within their
catchments affecting the rivers (see the legislation referred to in subsection
(3)).

(2) Te Ture Whaimana—
(a) prevails over any inconsistent provision in a national policy statement,

New Zealand coastal policy statement, or national planning standard;
and

(b) in its entirety is deemed to be part of the Waikato regional policy state‐
ment; and any regional plan or district plan that affects the Waikato
River or the Waipā River or activities within their catchments must give
effect to Te Ture Whaimana.

(3) In this section, Te Ture Whaimana means the vision and strategy set out in—
(a) Schedule 2 of the Waikato-Tainui Raupatu Claims (Waikato River)

Settlement Act 2010; and
(b) Schedule 1 of the Ngati Tuwharetoa, Raukawa, and Te Arawa River Iwi

Waikato River Act 2010; and
(c) Schedule 1 of the Nga Wai o Maniapoto (Waipa River) Act 2012.
Compare: 2023 No 46 s 104

9 Act binds the Crown
This Act binds the Crown.

10 Procedural principles
(1) Every person performing functions and duties and exercising powers under

this Act must take all practicable steps to use timely, efficient, consistent,
and cost-effective processes that are proportionate to the functions, duties, or
powers being performed or exercised.

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), that subsection—
(a) includes a duty to act promptly in circumstances where no time limit has

been set for the performance or exercise of a function, power, duty, or
requirement under this Act:

(b) applies to any chief executive of a department when they are providing
any advice, report, or comment under this Act or supporting a Minister
to do so.

(3) A failure to comply with this section does not of itself invalidate the perform‐
ance of a function or duty or the exercise of a power under this Act.
Compare: 2020 No 35 s 10
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10A Government policy statements
(1) The Minister may issue a Government policy statement.
(2) The purpose of a Government policy statement is to state the Government’s

policies about the regional or national benefits of certain types of infrastructure
or development projects.

(3) Before issuing a Government policy statement, the Minister—
(a) must consult the relevant portfolio Ministers; and
(b) may consult any other person the Minister thinks appropriate.

(4) The responsible agency must—
(a) notify a Government policy statement in the Gazette; and
(b) make a Government policy statement available on an internet site admin‐

istered by or on behalf of the responsible agency.
(5) See section 22(1A), which requires the Minister to consider a relevant Govern‐

ment policy statement when making a decision to accept or decline a referral
application.

(6) See section 81(2)(aab), which requires a panel to consider a relevant Govern‐
ment policy statement when making a decision whether to grant an approval
and set any conditions, or to decline the approval.
Section 10A: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 5 of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment
Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

Part 2
Fast-track approvals process

Subpart 1—Referral of project to fast-track approvals process

Steps before lodging referral application

11 Consultation requirements for referral application
(1) Before lodging a referral application, the applicant must consult—

(a) the relevant local authorities; and
(b) any relevant iwi authorities, hapū, and Treaty settlement entities, includ‐

ing—
(i) iwi authorities and groups that represent hapū that are parties

to relevant Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint management agree‐
ments; and

(ii) the tangata whenua of any area within the project area that is a
taiāpure-local fishery, a mātaitai reserve, or an area that is subject
to bylaws or regulations made under Part 9 of the Fisheries Act
1996; and
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(c) any relevant applicant groups with applications for customary marine
title under the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011; and

(d) ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou, if the project area is within or adjacent to, or the
project would directly affect, ngā rohe moana o ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou;
and

(e) the relevant administering agencies; and
(f) if the proposed approvals for the project are to include an approval

described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange), the holder of an interest in
the land that is to be exchanged by the Crown.

(2) If a referral application is to be lodged by more than 1 person, any 1 of those
persons may comply with this section on behalf of all of them.

12 Notice of request to grant right of access for proposed access arrangement
(1) This section applies if a proposed approval is an approval described in section

42(4)(l) or (m) (access arrangement).
(2) Before lodging the referral application, the applicant must comply with section

59(1) and (2) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 (which applies as if a reference
to an access arrangement under that Act were a reference to an access arrange‐
ment under this Act).

(3) If a referral application is to be lodged by more than 1 person, the person
who is the proposed holder of the approval referred to in subsection (1) must
comply with this section.

Referral application

13 Referral application
General requirements

(1) A person or persons may apply to use the fast-track approvals process for a
project by lodging a referral application with the responsible agency.

(2) The referral application—
(a) must be lodged in the form and manner approved by the responsible

agency; and
(b) must be lodged jointly by all of the persons who are proposed to be

authorised persons for the project; and
(c) must include the information specified in subsection (4); and
(d) must specify all of the proposed approvals, but need only provide a

general level of detail about each proposed approval, sufficient to inform
the Minister’s decision on the referral application; and

(e) must not be lodged unless any fee, charge, or levy payable under regula‐
tions in respect of the application is paid.

(3) For each proposed approval,—
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(a) the applicant must be eligible to apply for any corresponding approval
under a specified Act; or

(b) if the referral application is lodged by more than 1 person, the person
who is to hold the proposed approval must be a person who would be
eligible to apply for any corresponding approval under a specified Act.

Information requirements
(4) The information to be included in the referral application is as follows:

Proposal and effects
(a) a description of the project and the activities it involves:
(b) an explanation of how the project meets the criteria in section 22:
(c) information to demonstrate that the project does not involve any ineli‐

gible activities (other than activities that may be the subject of a deter‐
mination under section 23 or 24):

(d) a description or map of the whole project area that identifies its bounda‐
ries in sufficient detail to enable consideration of the referral application:

(e) the anticipated commencement and completion dates for construction
activities (where relevant):

(f) a statement of whether the project is planned to proceed in stages and, if
so,—
(i) an outline of the nature and timing of the stages; and
(ii) a statement of whether a separate substantive application is to be

lodged for each of the stages; and
(iii) an explanation of how each stage meets the criteria in section 22:

(g) a statement of whether a part of the project is proposed as an alternative
project in itself and, if so,—
(i) a description of that part of the project; and
(ii) an explanation of how that part of the project meets the criteria in

section 22:
(h) a description of the anticipated and known adverse effects of the project

on the environment:
(i) a statement of any activities involved in the project that are prohibited

activities under the Resource Management Act 1991:
Persons affected

(j) a list of the persons and groups the applicant considers are likely to be
affected by the project, including—
(i) relevant local authorities:
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(ii) iwi authorities and groups that represent hapū that are parties
to relevant Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint management agree‐
ments:

(iii) other relevant iwi authorities:
(iv) relevant Treaty settlement entities:
(v) relevant protected customary rights groups and customary marine

title groups:
(vi) ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou, if the project area is within or adjacent

to, or the project would directly affect, ngā rohe moana o ngā
hapū o Ngāti Porou:

(vii) relevant applicant groups under the Marine and Coastal Area
(Takutai Moana) Act 2011:

(viii) persons with a registered interest in land that may need to be
acquired under the Public Works Act 1981:

(k) a summary of—
(i) the consultation undertaken for the purposes of section 11 and any

other consultation undertaken on the project with the persons and
groups referred to in paragraph (j); and

(ii) how the consultation has informed the project:
(l) a list of any Treaty settlements that apply to the project area, and a

summary of the relevant principles and provisions in those settlements:
(m) a description of any processes already undertaken under the Public

Works Act 1981 in relation to the project:
(n) a statement of any relevant principles or provisions in the Ngā Rohe

Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019:
(o) information identifying the parcels of Māori land, marae, and identified

wāhi tapu within the project area:
Information relating to activity that may be subject of determination
under section 23 or 24

(p) a statement of whether the applicant is seeking a determination under
section 23 and, if so, an assessment of the effects of the activity on the
relevant land and on the rights and interests of Māori in that land:

(q) a statement of whether the applicant is seeking a determination under
section 24(2) and, if so, a description of—
(i) the scale and adverse effects of the existing electricity infrastruc‐

ture; and
(ii) how, if at all, that scale or those adverse effects are anticipated

or known to change as a result of the maintenance, upgrading, or
continued operation of the infrastructure:
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(r) a statement of whether the applicant is seeking a determination under
section 24(4) and, if so,—
(i) a description of every alternative site considered by the applicant

(or, if the referral application is lodged by more than 1 person, any
of those persons) for the construction and operation of the new
electricity lines (the activity); and

(ii) for each alternative site considered,—
(A) a statement of the anticipated and known financial cost of

undertaking the activity; and
(B) a description of the anticipated and known adverse effects

of undertaking the activity; and
(C) a description of the anticipated and known financial cost

and practicality of available measures to avoid, remedy,
mitigate, offset, or compensate for the anticipated and
known adverse effects of the activity; and

(D) a description of any issues (including financial cost) that
would make it impractical to undertake the activity on the
site; and

(E) an assessment of whether it would be reasonable and
practical to undertake the activity on the site, taking into
account the matters referred to in subsubparagraphs (A) to
(D) and any other relevant matters:

What is needed to complete project
(s) a description of the applicant’s legal interest (if any), or if the referral

application is lodged by more than 1 person, the legal interest of any
of those persons (if any), in the land on which the project will occur,
including a statement of how that affects the applicant’s ability to under‐
take the work:

(t) an outline of the types of consents, certificates, designations, conces‐
sions, and other legal authorisations (other than contractual authorisa‐
tions or the proposed approvals) that the applicant considers are needed
to authorise the project, including any that the applicant considers may
be needed by someone other than the applicant:
Other matters

(u) whether any activities that are involved in the project, or are substan‐
tially the same as those involved in the project, have been the subject of
an application or a decision under a specified Act and,—
(i) if an application has been made, details of the application:
(ii) if a decision has been made, the outcome of the decision and the

reasons for it:
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(v) a description of whether and how the project would be affected by
climate change and natural hazards:

(w) if the referral application is lodged by more than 1 person, a statement of
each proposed approval to be held by each of those persons:

(x) a summary of compliance or enforcement actions (if any), and the out‐
come of those actions, taken against the applicant (or if the referral
application is lodged by more than 1 person, any of those persons) under
a specified Act:
Matters relating to specific proposed approvals

(y) if the proposed approvals include—
(i) an approval described in section 42(4)(a) or (d) (resource consent

or designation), the information specified in clause 2 of Schedule
5:

(ii) an approval described in section 42(4)(b) (change or cancellation
of resource consent condition), the information specified in clause
3 of Schedule 5:

(iii) an approval described in section 42(4)(c) (certificate of compli‐
ance), the information specified in clause 4 of Schedule 5:

(iv) an approval described in section 42(4)(e) (concession), the infor‐
mation specified in clause 2 of Schedule 6:

(v) an approval described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange), the
information specified in clause 23 of Schedule 6:

(vi) an approval described in section 42(4)(a) or (d) where the project
includes a standard freshwater fisheries activity, or an approval
described in section 42(4)(j) (complex freshwater fisheries activity
approval), the information specified in clause 2 of Schedule 9:

(vii) an approval described in section 42(4)(k) (marine consent), the
information specified in clause 2 of Schedule 10:

(viii) an approval described in section 42(4)(l) or (m) (access arrange‐
ment), the information specified in clause 2 of Schedule 11:

(ix) an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit), the
information specified in clause 15 of Schedule 11.

Other matters
(5) The responsible agency must approve a form for referral applications and

ensure that it is made available on an internet site that is administered by or on
behalf of the responsible agency.

(6) In subsection (4)(u), application includes a notice of requirement and any
other means by which a decision may be sought under a specified Act.
Compare: 2020 No 35 s 20; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 17(1)–(6)

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 Part 2 s 13

27

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS345604
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS858114


14 Responsible agency decides whether referral application is complete and
within scope

(1) The responsible agency must decide whether a referral application complies
with subsection (2) within 10 working days after receiving it.

(2) A referral application complies with this subsection if—
(a) the application complies with section 13; and
(b) the responsible agency considers that the project—

(i) may be capable of satisfying the criteria in section 22; and
(ii) does not appear to involve an ineligible activity; and

(c) any fee, charge, or levy payable under regulations in respect of the
application is paid.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2)(b)(ii), an activity that could be the subject
of a determination under section 23 or 24 is not considered to be an ineligible
activity.

(4) If the responsible agency decides that the referral application complies with
subsection (2), the responsible agency must provide the application to the
Minister.

(5) If the responsible agency decides that the referral application does not comply
with that subsection, the responsible agency must immediately return the appli‐
cation to the applicant, with written reasons for returning it.

(6) If a referral application is lodged again with the responsible agency after it has
returned the application,—
(a) that application must be treated as a new referral application; and
(b) the time period specified in subsection (1) begins again for the respon‐

sible agency.
Compare: 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 17(7)–(10)

Process after Minister receives referral application

15 Process after Minister receives referral application
If the Minister receives a referral application from the responsible agency
under section 14, the Minister must—
(a) consider the application; and
(b) comply with section 16; and
(c) comply with sections 17 to 19 unless, before doing so, the Minister

decides to decline the application in accordance with section 25; and
(d) make a decision on the application in accordance with section 21.
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16 Effect of Treaty settlements and other obligations on decision making
(1) This section applies if a Treaty settlement, the Marine and Coastal Area (Taku‐

tai Moana) Act 2011, the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act
2019, a Mana Whakahono ā Rohe, or a joint management agreement provides
for—
(a) the consideration of any document:
(b) procedural requirements.

(2) The Minister must, where relevant,—
(a) give the document referred to in subsection (1)(a) the same or equivalent

effect through the Minister’s process and decision making as it would
have under any relevant specified Act; and

(b) comply with any applicable procedural requirements referred to in sub‐
section (1)(b); and

(c) in any notice under section 28, direct any panel that considers a substan‐
tive application for the project to comply with any applicable require‐
ments.

(3) In this section, document—
(a) means any document, arrangement, or other matter; and
(b) includes any statutory planning document amended as a result of the

settlement, Act, arrangement, or agreement referred to in subsection (1).

17 Minister invites comments
(1) The Minister must copy the application to, and invite written comments

from,—
(a) the relevant local authorities; and
(b) the Minister for the Environment and other relevant portfolio Ministers;

and
(c) the relevant administering agencies; and
(d) the Māori groups identified in the list provided to the Minister under

subsection (2); and
(e) the owners of Māori land in the project area.

(2) Before the Minister invites comments under subsection (1), the responsible
agency must provide the Minister with a list of the Māori groups referred to in
section 18(2).

(3) Without limiting subsection (1), a local authority must provide comments
advising of—
(a) any applications that have been lodged with the local authority that

would be competing applications if a substantive application for the
project were lodged; and
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(b) in relation to any proposed approval of the kind described in section
42(4)(a) (resource consent), any existing resource consents of the kind
referred to in section 30(3)(a).

(4) Without limiting subsection (1)(b), if the project area includes land within
a World Heritage Area, the Minister of Conservation is a relevant portfolio
Minister under that subsection.

(5) The Minister may also copy the application to, and invite written comments
from, any other person.

(6) Anyone who is invited to provide written comments under this section has 20
working days from the receipt of the copy of the application to do so.

(7) The Minister—
(a) must consider any comments received within that time frame:
(b) is not required to consider any comments received after that time frame,

but may do so, in the Minister’s absolute discretion, as long as the
Minister has not already made a decision under section 21.

(8) In this section,—
World Heritage Area means a property included in the World Heritage List
under paragraph 2 of Article 11 of the World Heritage Convention, as amended
from time to time
World Heritage Convention means the United Nations Convention Concern‐
ing the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, done at Paris on
16 November 1972.
Compare: 2020 No 35 s 21; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 18(1)–(4)

18 Report on Treaty settlements and other obligations
(1) The Minister must, for a referral application, obtain and consider a report that

is prepared by the responsible agency in accordance with this section.
(2) The report must include the following matters:

(a) any relevant iwi authorities and relevant Treaty settlement entities:
(b) any Treaty settlements that relate to land, species of plants or animals, or

other resources within the project area:
(c) the relevant principles and provisions in those Treaty settlements, includ‐

ing those that relate to the composition of a decision-making body for
the purposes of the Resource Management Act 1991:

(d) any recognised negotiation mandates for, or current negotiations for,
Treaty settlements that relate to the project area:

(e) any court orders or agreements that recognise protected customary rights
or customary marine title within the project area:
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(f) any applicant groups under the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai
Moana) Act 2011 that seek recognition of customary marine title or
protected customary rights within the project area:

(g) whether the project area would be within or adjacent to, or the project
would directly affect, ngā rohe moana o ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou (and, if
so, the relevant provisions of the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti
Porou Act 2019):

(h) whether the project area includes any taiāpure-local fisheries, mātaitai
reserves, or areas that are subject to bylaws or regulations made under
Part 9 of the Fisheries Act 1996 (and, if so, who the tangata whenua are):

(i) whether the project involves an activity that could be the subject of a
determination under section 23 (and, if so, who the owners of the land
are):

(j) if the proposed approvals include an approval described in any of section
42(4)(a) to (d) (resource consent, change or cancellation of resource
consent condition, certificate of compliance, or designation),—
(i) iwi authorities and groups that represent hapū that are parties

to any relevant Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint management
agreements; and

(ii) the relevant principles and provisions in those Mana Whakahono
ā Rohe and joint management agreements:

(k) any other Māori groups with relevant interests:
(l) a summary of—

(i) comments received by the Minister after inviting comments from
Māori groups under section 17(1)(d) and (e); and

(ii) any further information received by the Minister from those
groups:

(m) the responsible agency’s advice on whether, due to any of the matters
identified in this section, it may be more appropriate to deal with
the matters that would be authorised by the proposed approvals under
another Act or Acts.

(3) In preparing the report required by this section, the responsible agency must—
(a) consult relevant departments; and
(b) provide a draft of the report to the Minister for Māori Development and

the Minister for Māori Crown Relations: Te Arawhiti.
(4) Those Ministers must respond to the responsible agency within 10 working

days after receiving the draft report.
Compare: 2020 No 35 s 17; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 18(7)

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 Part 2 s 18

31

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM3213102
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM3213102
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS16646
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS16646
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM397957
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS348378
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS858115


19 Report in relation to use of public conservation land
(1) If a project area includes public conservation land, the Minister must, for

a referral application, obtain and consider a report that is prepared by the
Director-General of Conservation in accordance with this section.

(2) The report must set out—
(a) the existing arrangements (whether formal or informal) for the adminis‐

tration, access to, or use of public conservation land within the project
area; and

(b) advice on the risks to, and potential liabilities of, the Crown that relate to
any proposed approvals of the kind described in section 42(4)(e), (f), (l),
or (m) (concession, land exchange, or access arrangement); and

(c) if the referral application was required to include information under
paragraph (q) or (r) of section 13(4), advice on the matters set out in the
applicable paragraph.

(3) The report content required by subsection (2)(a) and (b) must be prepared
by the Director-General of Conservation in consultation with every owner,
administrator, or manager of the land who is not the Crown.
Section 19(1): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 11 of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

20 Minister may request information
(1) The Minister may request further information about a referral application from

the applicant (or, if the application is lodged by more than 1 person, any
of those persons), the relevant local authorities, or the relevant administering
agencies to be provided within the time frame specified in the request.

(2) The Minister—
(a) must consider any information received within that time frame:
(b) is not required to consider any information received after that time

frame, but may do so, in the Minister’s absolute discretion, as long as
the Minister has not already made a decision on the referral application
under section 21.

(3) A request may be made at any time before a decision on the referral application
is made under section 21.
Compare: 2020 No 35 s 22; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 18(1)–(4)

Decision on referral application

21 Minister’s decision on referral application
Decision to accept referral application

(1) The Minister may accept a referral application if the Minister is satisfied
that,—
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(a) in the case of a staged project,—
(i) the whole project meets the criteria in section 22; and
(ii) each stage of the project would meet those criteria if considered as

a stand-alone project:
(b) in the case of a project for which part of the project has been proposed as

an alternative,—
(i) the whole project meets the criteria in section 22; or
(ii) the part of the project that has been proposed as an alternative

would meet those criteria if considered as a project in itself:
(c) in any other case, the project meets the criteria in section 22.

(2) If the Minister accepts a referral application, they may refer the whole or a part
of the project to the fast-track approvals process in accordance with section 26.
Decision to decline referral application

(3) The Minister must decline a referral application if—
(a) the application may not be accepted under subsection (1); or
(b) the Minister is satisfied that the project involves an ineligible activity; or
(c) the Minister considers that they do not have adequate information to

inform the decision under this section.
(4) The Minister may decline a referral application for any other reason, whether

or not the project meets the criteria in section 22.
(5) Reasons to decline a referral application under subsection (4) include, without

limitation, the following:
(a) the project would be inconsistent with any of the following:

(i) a Treaty settlement:
(ii) the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019:
(iii) the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011:
(iv) a Mana Whakahono ā Rohe:
(v) a joint management agreement:

(b) it would be more appropriate to deal with the matters that would be
authorised by the proposed approvals under another Act or Acts:

(c) the project may have significant adverse effects on the environment:
(d) the applicant (or, if the referral application is lodged by more than 1

person, any of those persons) has a poor compliance history under a
specified Act that relates to any of the proposed approvals:

(e) the project area includes land that the Minister for Treaty of Waitangi
Negotiations considers necessary for Treaty settlement purposes:
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(f) the project includes an activity that is a prohibited activity under the
Resource Management Act 1991:

(g) a substantive application for the project would have 1 or more compet‐
ing applications:

(h) in relation to any proposed approval of the kind described in section
42(4)(a) (resource consent), there are 1 or more existing resource con‐
sents of the kind referred to in section 30(3)(a).

(6) The Minister may decline a referral application at any time permitted by
section 25.
Avoidance of doubt and definitions

(7) To avoid doubt, the Minister is not prevented from accepting a referral applica‐
tion, or referring the whole or a part of a project to the fast-track approvals
process, just because the project involves an activity that is a prohibited activ‐
ity under the Resource Management Act 1991.

(8) In this section,—
alternative, in relation to a project, means a part of the project that is proposed
as an alternative project in itself under section 13(4)(g)
staged project means a project for which the referral application states under
section 13(4)(f)(ii) that a separate substantive application is to be lodged for
each stage of the project.
Compare: 2020 No 35 ss 23(1), (2), (5)–(7), 24(2)(a), (b); 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 19

22 Criteria for assessing referral application
(1) The criteria for accepting a referral application are that—

(a) the project is an infrastructure or development project that would have
significant regional or national benefits; and

(b) referring the project to the fast-track approvals process—
(i) would facilitate the project, including by enabling it to be pro‐

cessed in a more timely and cost-effective way than under normal
processes; and

(ii) is unlikely to materially affect the efficient operation of the fast-
track approvals process.

(1A) For the purposes of subsection (1)(a), the Minister must consider a relevant
Government policy statement.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(a), the Minister may consider—
(a) whether the project—

(i) has been identified as a priority project in a central government,
local government, or sector plan or strategy (for example, in a
general policy statement or spatial strategy), or a central govern‐
ment infrastructure priority list:

Part 2 s 22 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024
Version as at

13 March 2026

34

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM230264
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM230264
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS345607
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS352931
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS858117


(ii) will deliver new regionally or nationally significant infrastructure
or enable the continued functioning of existing regionally or
nationally significant infrastructure:

(iii) will increase the supply of housing, address housing needs, or
contribute to a well-functioning urban environment (within the
meaning of policy 1 of the National Policy Statement on Urban
Development 2020):

(iv) will deliver significant economic benefits:
(v) will support primary industries, including aquaculture:
(vi) will support development of natural resources, including minerals

and petroleum:
(vii) will support climate change mitigation, including the reduction or

removal of greenhouse gas emissions:
(viii) will support climate change adaptation, reduce risks arising from

natural hazards, or support recovery from events caused by natural
hazards:

(ix) will address significant environmental issues:
(ixa) will promote competition in the grocery industry:
(x) is consistent with local or regional planning documents, including

spatial strategies:
(b) any other matters the Minister considers relevant.

(3) Subsection (4) applies if—
(a) the proposed approvals for the project include an approval described in

section 42(4)(f) (land exchange); and
(b) the land to be exchanged by the Crown is—

(i) a Crown-owned reserve; and
(ii) managed by someone other than the Department of Conservation.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (1)(a), the Minister must consider the impact of
the proposed land exchange on the person or persons responsible for managing
the Crown-owned reserve.

(5) Subsection (6) applies if the Minister considers there is likely to be competition
for space in areas of New Zealand’s continental shelf or exclusive economic
zone between activity involved in the project proposed to be undertaken under
an approval described in section 42(4)(k) (marine consent) and—
(a) any activities to which the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental

Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012 or any other specified Act
applies; or

(b) commercial fisheries activities.
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(6) For the purposes of subsection (1)(a), the Minister may compare the activity
involved in the project against the current and other likely uses of the space,
taking into account—
(a) the economic benefits and strategic importance of the proposed project;

and
(b) the likely impact of the proposed project on current and proposed marine

management regimes; and
(c) the environmental impacts of the competing activities.

(7) A project is considered to meet the criterion in subsection (1)(a) if the project is
an aquaculture activity—
(a) that is within an aquaculture settlement area declared under section 12

of the Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004 or
an area reserved under another Treaty settlement for the aquaculture
activities of a particular group; and

(b) for which the applicant who is proposed to hold an approval described
in section 42(4)(a) (resource consent) is authorised to apply for a coastal
permit under the Resource Management Act 1991.

(8) Subsections (4) and (6) do not limit subsection (2)(b).
Compare: 2020 No 35 s 18(2)
Section 22(1A): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 12(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 22(2)(a)(ixa): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 12(2) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

Minister may determine that certain activities are not ineligible when making
referral decision

23 Minister may determine that linear infrastructure on certain identified
Māori land is not ineligible activity

(1) In making a decision under section 21, the Minister may determine that, for
the purposes of the project, an activity described in section 5(1)(a) is not an
ineligible activity if it—
(a) is the construction of electricity lines or land transport infrastructure

by (or to be operated by) a network utility operator that is a requiring
authority; and

(b) would occur on identified Māori land that is Māori freehold land or
General land owned by Māori that was previously Māori freehold land.

(2) Before making a determination, the Minister must take into account the effects
of the activity on the land and on the rights and interests of Māori in that land.

(3) The Minister may decline to make a determination—
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(a) if the Minister considers that the activity would have adverse effects on
that land or those rights or interests; or

(b) for any other reason.
(4) In this section, land transport infrastructure means structures for transport

on land by cycleways, rail, roads, walkways, or any other means.

24 Minister may determine that electricity infrastructure on certain
Schedule 4 land or in national reserve is not ineligible activity

(1) In making a decision under section 21, the Minister may determine under
subsection (2) or (4) that, for the purposes of the project, an activity described
in section 5(1)(h) or (i) is not an ineligible activity.
Existing electricity infrastructure

(2) The Minister may make a determination under this subsection if—
(a) the activity is the maintenance, upgrading, or continued operation of

existing electricity infrastructure; and
(b) the activity would occur on eligible land; and
(c) the Minister is satisfied that the activity would not materially increase

the scale or adverse effects of the existing electricity infrastructure.
(3) For the purposes of subsection (2), eligible land means,—

(a) for an activity described in section 5(1)(h), land listed in an item of
Schedule 4 other than item 7 (marine reserve):

(b) for an activity described in section 5(1)(i), land that is within a national
reserve held under the Reserves Act 1977.

New electricity lines
(4) The Minister may make a determination under this subsection if—

(a) the activity is the construction and operation of new electricity lines; and
(b) the activity would occur on eligible land; and
(c) the Minister is satisfied that it would not be practical or reasonable to

undertake the activity on other land.
(5) For the purposes of subsection (4), eligible land means,—

(a) for an activity described in section 5(1)(h), land listed in Schedule 4
other than—
(i) land listed in item 1 of that schedule (national park) that is a

specially protected area or wilderness area as those terms are
defined in section 2 of the National Parks Act 1980:

(ii) land listed in item 2, 4, 5(a), 7, or 8 of that schedule (nature
reserve, wilderness area, marine reserve, or Ramsar site):

(b) for an activity described in section 5(1)(i), land that is within a national
reserve held under the Reserves Act 1977.
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Minister may decline to make determination for any reason
(6) The Minister may decline to make a determination under this section for any

reason.

Timing of decision to decline referral application

25 Timing of decision to decline referral application
(1) A decision to decline a referral application may be made, in accordance with

section 21,—
(a) before or after comments are invited under section 17(1):
(b) before or after a report is obtained under section 18 or 19:
(c) whether or not further information is requested and provided under

section 20.
(2) However, if a report has been obtained, or if comments or further information

have been sought and provided within the required time frame, the Minister
must consider those things, along with the referral application, before deciding
to decline the application.
Compare: 2020 No 35 s 23(2), (4)
Section 25(1)(a): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 13 of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 25(1)(b): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 13 of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 25(1)(c): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 13 of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

Steps if referral application accepted

26 Referral of project if referral application accepted
(1) This section applies if the Minister accepts a referral application under section

21.
(2) The Minister may,—

(a) if the application is accepted under section 21(1)(a) or (c), refer the
whole project:

(b) if the application is accepted under section 21(1)(b)(i), refer—
(i) the whole project; or
(ii) the part of the project that has been proposed as an alternative:

(c) if the application is accepted under section 21(1)(b)(ii), refer the part of
the project that has been proposed as an alternative.

(3) If the Minister refers a part of a project under subsection (2)(b)(ii) or (c) of this
section, that part of the project constitutes the referred project.
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27 Minister specifies matters for accepted referral application
(1) This section applies if the Minister accepts a referral application and refers a

project.
(2) The Minister must specify the person or persons who lodged the referral

application as the person who is, or the persons who are, authorised to lodge a
substantive application for the project.

(3) The Minister may specify any or all of the following:
(a) restrictions that apply to the project (for example, on its geographical

location, its duration, or the aspects of the project that may be carried
out):

(b) in relation to a substantive application for the project,—
(i) a deadline for lodging the application, unless paragraph (c)

applies:
(ii) information that must be submitted with the application:
(iii) the persons or groups from whom a panel must invite comments

in addition to those specified in section 53:
(iv) whether the substantive application would have any competing

applications:
(v) whether, in relation to any proposed approval of the kind

described in section 42(4)(a) (resource consent), there are any
existing resource consents of the kind referred to in section
30(3)(a):

(c) if the proposed approvals for the project include an approval described
in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange),—
(i) a deadline for lodging the land exchange application:
(ii) information that must be submitted with the land exchange appli‐

cation:
(iii) the persons and groups from whom the Director-General of Con‐

servation must invite comments in addition to those specified in
section 35.

Compare: 2020 No 35 s 24(2)(c)–(f); 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 20

28 Notice of Minister’s decision on referral application
(1) The responsible agency must—

(a) give written notice of decisions made by the Minister on a referral
application and the associated project under sections 21 and 26, and the
reasons for them, to—
(i) the applicant; and
(ii) anyone invited to comment on the application; and
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(b) publish the notice on an internet site that is administered by or on behalf
of the responsible agency and is publicly available as far as practicable
and free of charge.

(2) If the decisions are to accept the referral application and refer a project, the
responsible agency must also give written notice to—
(a) the panel convener; and
(b) any iwi authorities or Treaty settlement entities (other than those that

must be notified under subsection (1)(a)(ii)) that the Minister considers
have an interest in the matter; and

(c) the EPA; and
(d) if a proposed approval would require an aquaculture decision under

section 80, the relevant chief executive; and
(e) the relevant administering agencies.

(3) If the decisions are to accept the referral application and refer a project, the
notice must—
(a) describe the application and state that it has been accepted; and
(b) state the Minister’s reasons for accepting the application, including

which provision of section 21(1) it was accepted under; and
(c) include a description of the project that incorporates any restrictions

imposed on the project under section 27(3)(a); and
(d) specify the deadline for lodging the substantive application or, if the

proposed approvals include an approval described in section 42(4)(f)
(land exchange), the land exchange application, which must be—
(i) the deadline set by the Minister under section 27(3)(b)(i) or (c)(i),

as applicable; or
(ii) if no deadline is set, the date that is 2 years after the notice is

given to the applicant; and
(e) include any other matters specified by the Minister under section 27; and
(f) include any direction under section 16(2)(c).

(4) The Minister must provide all the information received by the Minister that
relates to the matter to the EPA and to the panel convener, including—
(a) the referral application; and
(b) any comments received under section 17; and
(c) the report obtained under section 18; and
(d) if a report was obtained under section 19, that report.
Compare: 2020 No 35 s 25; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 21
Section 28(2)(b): editorial change made by the PCO, on 12 May 2025, under sections 86(1) and
87(l)(iii) of the Legislation Act 2019 (2019 No 58).
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Subpart 2—Steps before lodging substantive application

Preliminary step for listed project

29 Pre-lodgement requirements for listed project
(1) Before lodging a substantive application for a listed project, the authorised

person for the project must—
(a) consult the persons and groups referred to in section 11; and
(b) if the substantive application seeks an approval described in section

42(4)(l) or (m) (access arrangement), comply with section 59(1) and
(2) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 (which applies as if a reference
to an access arrangement under that Act were a reference to an access
arrangement under this Act).

(2) If there is more than 1 authorised person for a listed project,—
(a) any 1 of the authorised persons may comply with paragraph (a) of

subsection (1) on behalf of all of them:
(b) the authorised person who is the proposed holder of the approval

referred to in paragraph (b) of subsection (1) must comply with that
paragraph.

Preliminary steps for application for resource consent

30 Identification of existing resource consent for same activity
(1) This section applies if—

(a) a substantive application for a listed project or a referred project is to
seek an approval described in section 42(4)(a) (resource consent); and

(b) the authorised person for the project does not hold an existing resource
consent for the same activity using some or all of the same natural
resource.

(2) Before lodging the substantive application, the authorised person must notify in
writing each regional council that is the consent authority for an area where the
approval would apply.

(3) A regional council that receives the notice must, within 10 working days after
receiving it, notify the authorised person in writing—
(a) of any existing resource consent to which section 124C(1)(c) or 165ZI of

the Resource Management Act 1991 would apply if the approval were to
be applied for as a resource consent under that Act; or

(b) that there are no existing resource consents of that kind.
(4) If there is an existing resource consent of the kind referred to in subsection

(3)(a), the regional council must notify the holder of the existing resource
consent in writing that—
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(a) the regional council has received notice under this section; and
(b) the holder of the existing resource consent may—

(i) lodge an application for a resource consent under the Resource
Management Act 1991 that is affected by section 124 or 165ZH of
that Act; or

(ii) if the existing resource consent relates to a listed project or
referred project for which a substantive application has not been
lodged, lodge a substantive application that seeks an approval
described in section 42(4)(a) (resource consent) for the same
activity as is authorised by the existing resource consent.

(5) The regional council must notify the authorised person in writing if the holder
of the existing resource consent—
(a) notifies the regional council in writing that they do not propose to lodge

an application described in subsection (4)(b); or
(b) does or does not lodge an application described in that subsection more

than 3 months before the expiry of the existing resource consent.
(6) The authorised person—

(a) must not lodge the substantive application until they receive a notice
under subsection (3)(b) or (5) from each regional council or for each
existing resource consent, as the case may be; and

(b) if they wish to lodge a substantive application after receiving those
notices, must do so within 3 months after the date of the earliest notice.

(7) If there is more than 1 authorised person for a project,—
(a) subsection (1)(b) is met if none of the authorised persons hold the

resource consent referred to in that paragraph; and
(b) any 1 of the authorised persons may comply with subsection (2) on

behalf of all of them (and, if that occurs, each reference to an authorised
person in subsections (3) and (5) must be read as a reference to that
authorised person); and

(c) the reference to the authorised person in subsection (6) must be read as
a reference to every authorised person who would be required by section
42(2)(b) to jointly lodge the substantive application.

Section 30(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 15(1) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 30(3): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 15(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 30(3): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 15(3) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 30(4): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 15(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
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Section 30(4)(a): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 15(2) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 30(5): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 15(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 30(5)(a): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 15(2) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 30(6)(a): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 15(2) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

31 Pre-request aquaculture agreement
(1) This section applies if a substantive application for a listed project or a referred

project is to seek an approval described in section 42(4)(a) (resource consent)
for which the EPA will need to request a recommendation under section 48.

(2) If the authorised person for the project wishes to lodge a pre-request aquacul‐
ture agreement in relation to the area, they must lodge it with the relevant chief
executive before lodging the substantive application.

(3) Section 186ZM of the Fisheries Act 1996 applies in relation to the pre-request
aquaculture agreement—
(a) as if the reference to the chief executive in section 186ZM(9) of that Act

were a reference to the panel that considers the substantive application;
and

(b) with any other necessary modifications.
(4) If there is more than 1 authorised person for a project, any 1 of the authorised

persons may comply with subsection (2) on behalf of all of them.

Preliminary steps for application for land exchange

32 Sections 32A to 36 apply to land exchange
Sections 32A to 36 apply if a substantive application for a listed project or
a referred project is to seek an approval described in section 42(4)(f) (land
exchange).
Section 32 heading: amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 16(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 32: amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 16(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

32A Pre-lodgement consultation with Director-General of Conservation
(1) Before lodging a land exchange application under section 33, the authorised

person for the project must consult the Director-General of Conservation.
(2) If there is more than 1 authorised person for a project, any 1 of the authorised

persons may comply with subsection (1) on behalf of all of them.
Section 32A: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 17 of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment
Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
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33 Land exchange application lodged with Director-General of Conservation
(1) Before lodging the substantive application, the authorised person for the pro‐

ject must lodge with the Director-General of Conservation a land exchange
application that consists of—
(a) the information set out in clause 24 of Schedule 6; and
(b) the information relevant to the land exchange that,—

(i) in the case of a listed project, is required under section 43(2):
(ii) in the case of an unlisted project, was contained in the referral

application; and
(c) any information specified by the Minister under section 27(3)(c)(ii).

(2) The Director-General of Conservation must give written notice of the receipt of
a land exchange application to the panel convener.

(3) The information must not be lodged unless any fee, charge, or levy payable
under regulations in respect of the land exchange application is paid.

(4) If there is more than 1 authorised person for a project, any 1 of the authorised
persons may comply with subsection (1) on behalf of all of them (and, if that
occurs, each reference in sections 34 to 36 to the applicant must be read as a
reference to that authorised person).
Section 33(1): editorial change made by the PCO, on 12 May 2025, under sections 86(1) and 87(l)(i)
of the Legislation Act 2019 (2019 No 58).

34 Director-General of Conservation decides whether application is complete
and within scope

(1) The Director-General of Conservation must decide whether subsection (2) is
met within 15 working days after a land exchange application is lodged.

(2) This subsection is met if—
(a) the land exchange application—

(i) complies with section 33(1); and
(ii) relates solely to a listed project or a referred project; and
(iii) is made by the deadline specified in the notice under section

28(3)(d); and
(b) any fee, charge, or levy payable under regulations in respect of the land

exchange application is paid.
(3) If the Director-General of Conservation decides that subsection (2) is not met,

the Director-General must return the information immediately to the applicant,
with written reasons for the return.

(4) If a land exchange application is lodged again after being returned by the
Director-General of Conservation,—
(a) the information must be treated as new information; and
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(b) the time period specified in subsection (1) begins again for the Director-
General.

35 Director-General of Conservation’s report on land exchange
Director-General of Conservation invites comments for report

(1) The Director-General of Conservation must, not later than 5 working days after
deciding that section 34(2) is met, invite written comments on the proposed
land exchange from—
(a) the persons and groups referred to in section 53(2)(a) to (l); and
(b) the persons listed in clause 25 of Schedule 6; and
(c) any persons or groups specified by the Minister under section

27(3)(c)(iii); and
(d) any groups with recognised negotiation mandates for, or current negoti‐

ations for, Treaty settlements in the area of the proposed land exchange;
and

(e) any other person the Director-General of Conservation considers appro‐
priate.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), sections 54 and 55, including the time
frames for comments and responses, apply—
(a) as if references in those sections to a panel or the EPA were references to

the Director-General of Conservation; and
(b) as if references in those sections to the area to which the substantive

application relates were references to the area of the land exchange; and
(c) with any other necessary modifications.

(2A) Any comments made by a relevant local authority or a relevant administering
agency must be relevant to the proposed land exchange and the report that the
Director-General is required to prepare under this section.
Director-General of Conservation prepares report

(3) The Director-General of Conservation must provide a report to the applicant
that includes—
(a) the matters specified in clause 26 of Schedule 6; and
(b) in attachments,—

(i) the information lodged under section 33(1); and
(ii) any comments received under subsection (1) or (5).

(4) The report may, in relation to the proposed land exchange, also include advice
on matters relevant to section 82, 83, or 84.

(5) Before finalising the report, the Director-General of Conservation must invite
written comments on the draft report from—
(a) the applicant; and
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(b) every person or group that provided comments under subsection (1).
(6) In inviting comments under subsection (5), the Director-General of Conserva‐

tion must include a date by which comments on the report must be received by
the Director-General.

(7) The Director-General of Conservation must provide the report to the applicant
within a time frame that is set by the panel convener after consulting the
Director-General.
Consideration of comments received under this section

(8) The Director-General of Conservation—
(a) is not required to consider comments under subsection (1) or (5) that

the Director-General receives after the time frame for providing the
comments; but

(b) may, in the Director-General’s discretion, consider the comments as long
as the report has not been finalised.

Applicant may lodge substantive application after receiving report
(9) The applicant must not lodge the substantive application for the project until

they receive the report.
Section 35(1)(e): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 18(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 35(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 18(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 35(2A): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 18(3) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

36 Withdrawal of land exchange application
At any time before the Director-General of Conservation provides a report
under section 35, the applicant may withdraw the land exchange application by
giving written notice to—
(a) the EPA; and
(b) the Director-General of Conservation; and
(c) if the withdrawal occurs after persons or groups are invited to provide

written comments under section 35, those persons or groups.

Preliminary step for application for mining permit

37 Mining permit information may be lodged with relevant chief executive
(1) This section applies if a substantive application for a listed project or a referred

project is to seek an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit).
(2) Before lodging the substantive application, the authorised person may lodge

with the relevant chief executive—
(a) the information specified in clause 16(a) and (b) of Schedule 11:
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(b) the information relevant to the mining permit that,—
(i) in the case of a listed project, is required under section 43(2):
(ii) in the case of a referred project, was contained in the referral

application.
(3) The information must not be lodged unless any fee, charge, or levy payable

under regulations in respect of lodging the information is paid.
(4) If there is more than 1 authorised person for a project, any 1 of the authorised

persons may lodge the information on behalf of all of them.

Ministerial powers

38 Minister may determine that project is priority
(1) Before a substantive application is lodged for a listed project or a referred

project, the Minister may determine that the project is a priority project—
(a) on application of the authorised person for the project; or
(b) on the Minister’s own initiative but with the written agreement of that

authorised person.
(2) The application must not be made unless any fee, charge, or levy payable under

regulations in respect of the application is paid.
(3) The Minister may make the determination if the Minister is satisfied that—

(a) the project needs to be progressed urgently; and
(b) there is a risk that, if a substantive application for the project is lodged,

a panel may not be set up within a period that reflects the urgency of the
project; and

(c) there is no information before the Minister to indicate that the substan‐
tive application would have a competing application.

(4) The Minister must give written notice of a decision under this section, and the
reasons for it, to—
(a) the authorised person; and
(b) the EPA; and
(c) the panel convener; and
(d) if the substantive application is to seek an approval described in section

42(4)(f) (land exchange), the Director-General of Conservation.
(5) If there is more than 1 authorised person for a project, any 1 of the authorised

persons may, on behalf of all of them,—
(a) make an application under subsection (1)(a); or
(b) give the written agreement referred to in subsection (1)(b).

(6) See section 50(2) (which relates to setting up panels for priority projects).
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Section 38(3)(c): editorial change made by the PCO, on 12 May 2025, under sections 86(1) and
87(l)(i) of the Legislation Act 2019 (2019 No 58).

39 Minister may make determination under section 23 or 24
(1) Before a substantive application is lodged for a listed project or a referred

project, the Minister may determine under section 23 or 24 that an activity is
not an ineligible activity.

(2) The Minister may make the determination only on receiving an application
that—
(a) is lodged with the responsible agency by the authorised person for the

project; and
(b) contains the information described in section 13(4)(p), (q), or (r), as

applicable.
(3) The application for the Minister’s determination must not be lodged unless any

fee, charge, or levy payable under regulations in respect of the application is
paid.

(4) The Minister must give written notice of their decision on the application, and
the reasons for it, to—
(a) the authorised person; and
(b) the EPA; and
(c) the panel convener; and
(d) any iwi authorities or Treaty settlement entities (other than those that

must be notified under paragraph (g)) that the Minister considers have an
interest in the matter; and

(e) the relevant administering agencies; and
(f) if the determination is made under section 23, the owners of the land;

and
(g) if the decision relates to a referred project, anyone invited to comment

on its referral application.
(5) The proposed substantive application must not be lodged until the authorised

person receives notice of the Minister’s decision.
(6) If there is more than 1 authorised person for a project, any 1 of the authorised

persons may lodge the application under subsection (2) on behalf of all of
them.

(7) For the purposes of subsection (1), sections 23 and 24 apply—
(a) as if the words “In making a decision under section 21” were omitted

from sections 23(1) and 24(1); and
(b) with any other necessary modifications.
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(8) To avoid doubt, this section does not affect the Minister’s ability to make a
determination under section 23 or 24 when making a decision on a referral
application under section 21.

Subpart 3—Panel consideration of substantive application

40 Process under this Act applies instead of process under specified Act
If a substantive application seeks an approval under this Act,—
(a) the process under this Act for obtaining the approval (including any

steps under subpart 2) applies instead of the process for obtaining any
corresponding approval under a specified Act; and

(b) the process under this Act for obtaining any aquaculture decision in con‐
nection with an approval described in section 42(4)(a) (resource consent)
(including any steps under subpart 2) applies instead of the process for
obtaining an aquaculture decision under the Fisheries Act 1996.

41 Application of panel process to land exchange
Sections 53 to 55 do not apply in relation to the part of a substantive applica‐
tion that relates to a land exchange.

Substantive application

42 Authorised person may lodge substantive application for approvals
(1) The authorised person for a listed project or a referred project may lodge with

the EPA—
(a) 1 substantive application for the project; or
(b) in the case of a referred project whose referral application was accepted

under section 21(1)(a), 1 substantive application for each stage of the
project.

(2) A substantive application must—
(a) comply with section 43; and
(b) if there is more than 1 authorised person for the project, be lodged

jointly by every authorised person who is the proposed holder of an
approval.

(3) For each approval sought under subsection (4),—
(a) the applicant must be eligible to apply for any corresponding approval

under a specified Act; or
(b) if the substantive application is lodged by more than 1 authorised person,

the authorised person who is proposed to hold the approval sought under
subsection (4) must be a person who would be eligible to apply for any
corresponding approval under a specified Act.
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(4) A substantive application may seek 1 or more of the following matters (the
approvals):
(a) a resource consent that would otherwise be applied for under the

Resource Management Act 1991 (but see subsection (5)):
(b) a change or cancellation of a resource consent condition that would

otherwise be applied for under the Resource Management Act 1991 (but
see subsection (6)):

(c) a certificate of compliance that would otherwise be applied for under the
Resource Management Act 1991 (but see subsection (7)):

(d) a designation or an alteration to an existing designation for which a
notice of requirement would otherwise be lodged under the Resource
Management Act 1991:

(e) a concession as defined in clause 1 of Schedule 6:
(f) a land exchange (but see subsection (8)):
(g) an amendment to or revocation of a conservation covenant as defined in

clause 41 of Schedule 6:
(h) a wildlife approval as defined in clause 1 of Schedule 7:
(i) an archaeological authority described in section 44(a) or (b) of the Herit‐

age New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 that would otherwise be
applied for under that Act (but see subsection (9)):

(j) an approval or a dispensation that would otherwise be applied for under
regulation 42 or 43 of the Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983 in
respect of a complex freshwater fisheries activity:

(k) a marine consent that would otherwise be applied for under the Exclu‐
sive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act
2012:

(l) an initial access arrangement or a variation to an existing access arrange‐
ment that would otherwise be applied for under section 61 of the Crown
Minerals Act 1991 (but see subsection (10)):

(m) an access arrangement that would otherwise be applied for under section
61B of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 or a variation to an access arrange‐
ment granted under that section:

(n) a mining permit that would otherwise be applied for under section 23A
of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 (but see subsection (11)).

(5) A substantive application that seeks an approval described in subsection
(4)(a)—
(a) may seek that approval for an activity that is a prohibited activity under

the Resource Management Act 1991:
(b) must, if section 30(6) applies, be lodged within the time frame specified

in that section.
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(6) A substantive application may seek an approval described in subsection (4)(b)
only if—
(a) the substantive application also seeks an approval described in subsec‐

tion (4)(a) or (d); and
(b) the change or cancellation is material to the implementation or delivery

of the project.
(7) A substantive application may seek an approval described in subsection (4)(c)

only if the substantive application also seeks an approval described in subsec‐
tion (4)(a) or (d).

(8) A substantive application that seeks an approval described in subsection (4)(f)
must comply with section 35(9).

(9) A substantive application that seeks an approval described in subsection
(4)(i)—
(a) may be made only if the application also seeks an approval described in

subsection (4)(a) or (d):
(b) may include an application under clause 7 of Schedule 8 (application for

approval of person to carry out activity).
(10) A substantive application may seek an approval described in subsection (4)(l)

if the applicant—
(a) is the holder of an appropriate permit required by section 61 of the

Crown Minerals Act 1991; or
(b) is also applying for the relevant approval under subsection (4)(n) as part

of the substantive application.
(11) A substantive application may seek an approval described in subsection (4)(n)

only if—
(a) the approval is sought for 1 or more deposits of 1 or more minerals; and
(b) the applicant holds exploration permits or existing privileges that—

(i) apply to those minerals; and
(ii) have more than 3 months before they expire; and

(c) the area of land for which the approval is sought is within, or the
same as, the area of land to which those exploration permits or existing
privileges apply; and

(d) the application proposes that those exploration permits or existing priv‐
ileges be surrendered in relation to the area of land over which the
approval is sought; and

(e) the proposed term of the approval is no more than 40 years; and
(f) granting the approval would not be prevented by any of sections 25(6)

and (7) and 30(8) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 if the approval were
applied for under that Act.
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(12) If a substantive application is lodged by more than 1 authorised person, the
applicant for the purposes of subsections (10) and (11) is the person who is
proposed to hold the approval described in subsection (4)(l) or (n), as the case
may be.

(13) If the authorised person has applied under section 39 for a determination under
section 23 or 24, the substantive application must comply with section 39(5).

43 Requirements for substantive application
(1) A substantive application—

(a) must be lodged in the form and manner approved by the EPA; and
(b) must—

(i) explain how the project to which the application relates is consis‐
tent with the purpose of this Act; or

(ii) for a project referred under section 21(1)(a),—
(A) explain how both the stage to which the application relates

and the whole project are consistent with the purpose of this
Act; and

(B) contain information relating to the likelihood that any later
stages of the project will be completed; and

(c) must demonstrate that the project does not involve any ineligible activ‐
ities; and

(d) must, if the application is lodged by more than 1 authorised person, state
the proposed approval to be held by each person; and

(e) must comply with—
(i) any information requirements specified by the Minister under sec‐

tion 27(3)(b)(ii); and
(ii) the requirements listed in subsection (3) that apply to the appro‐

vals sought; and
(f) must, if the authorised person has applied under section 39 for a deter‐

mination under section 23 or 24, include a copy of the notice under
section 39(4); and

(g) must, if the application seeks an approval for an activity that is the
subject of a determination under section 23, set out the steps taken to
secure the agreement referred to in section 5(1)(a); and

(h) must state whether the application relates to a priority project and, if so,
include confirmation that, to the best of the applicant’s knowledge, there
are no competing applications; and

(i) must be made by the deadline specified in the notice under section
28(3)(d); and
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(j) must not lodge a substantive application unless any fee, charge, or levy
payable under regulations in respect of the application is paid.

(2) If a substantive application is for a listed project, it must also contain the
information required by section 13(4) (other than section 13(4)(b), (f)(ii) and
(iii), and (g)), which applies—
(a) as if the reference in section 13(4)(k) to section 11 were a reference to

section 29; and
(b) as if the reference in clause 2 of Schedule 11 to section 12(2) were a

reference to section 29; and
(c) with any other necessary modifications.

(3) The requirements referred to in subsection (1)(e)(ii) are those set out in,—
(a) for an approval described in section 42(4)(a) (resource consent), clauses

5 to 9 of Schedule 5:
(b) for an approval described in section 42(4)(b) (change or cancellation of

resource consent condition), clause 10 of Schedule 5:
(c) for an approval described in section 42(4)(c) (certificate of compliance),

clause 11 of Schedule 5:
(d) for an approval described in section 42(4)(d) (designation), clause 12 of

Schedule 5:
(e) for an approval described in section 42(4)(e) (concession), clause 3 of

Schedule 6:
(f) for an approval described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange), clause 27

of Schedule 6:
(g) for an approval described in section 42(4)(g) (conservation covenant),

clause 42 of Schedule 6:
(h) for an approval described in section 42(4)(h) (wildlife approval), clause

2 of Schedule 7:
(i) for an approval described in section 42(4)(i) (archaeological authority),

clause 2 of Schedule 8:
(j) for an approval described in section 42(4)(j) (complex freshwater fisher‐

ies activity approval), clause 3 of Schedule 9:
(k) for an approval described in section 42(4)(k) (marine consent), clauses 3

and 4 of Schedule 10:
(l) for an approval described in section 42(4)(l) or (m) (access arrange‐

ment), clause 3 of Schedule 11:
(m) for an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit), clause 16

of Schedule 11.
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(4) The EPA must approve an application form for the purposes of this section and
ensure that it is made available on an internet site administered by or on behalf
of the EPA.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 2(2), (5); 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 22
Section 43(3)(a): editorial change made by the PCO, on 12 May 2025, under sections 86(1) and
87(l)(i) and (iii) of the Legislation Act 2019 (2019 No 58).

44 Information must be specified in sufficient detail
Information required by section 43 must be specified in sufficient detail to
satisfy the purpose for which it is required.
Compare: 1991 No 69 Schedule 4 cl 1

45 Withdrawal of substantive application
(1) At any time before a panel makes its decisions under section 81 on the

approvals sought in a substantive application, the applicant may withdraw the
application by giving written notice—
(a) to the EPA; and
(b) if the withdrawal occurs after a request is made under section 48, to the

relevant chief executive; and
(c) if the withdrawal occurs after persons or groups are invited to provide

written comments under section 35 or 53, to those persons or groups.
(2) After receiving a notice under subsection (1)(a), the EPA must advise the panel

that the substantive application has been withdrawn.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 5; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 32

Steps by EPA after substantive application lodged

46 EPA decides whether substantive application is complete and within scope
(1) The EPA must, in consultation with the relevant administering agencies and

relevant consent authorities, decide whether a substantive application complies
with subsection (2) within 15 working days after receiving it.

(2) A substantive application complies with this subsection if—
(a) the application complies with—

(i) section 42; and
(ii) sections 43 and 44; and

(b) the application relates solely to a listed project or a referred project; and
(c) the EPA considers that, on the face of the application, the project does

not appear to involve an ineligible activity; and
(d) any fee, charge, or levy payable under regulations in respect of the

application is paid.
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(3) If the EPA decides that the substantive application complies with subsection
(2), the EPA must—
(a) give written notice of the decision to the applicant; and
(b) provide the application to the panel convener.

(4) If the EPA decides that the substantive application does not comply with
subsection (2), it must return the application immediately to the applicant, with
written reasons for returning the application.

(5) If a substantive application is lodged again with the EPA after the EPA has
returned the application,—
(a) that application must be treated as a new substantive application; and
(b) the time period specified in subsection (1) begins again for the EPA.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cls 3, 4; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 23

47 EPA makes recommendation on whether there are competing applications
or existing resource consents for same activity

(1) The EPA must, in consultation with the relevant administering agencies and
relevant consent authorities, make a recommendation to the Minister on—
(a) whether a substantive application has any competing applications; and
(b) if a substantive application seeks an approval described in section

42(4)(a) (resource consent), whether there are any existing resource
consents of the kind referred to in section 30(3)(a) that are not identified
in the substantive application.

(2) The EPA must make a recommendation under subsection (1) within 10 work‐
ing days after the EPA decides that the substantive application complies with
section 46(2).
Competing applications

(3) After receiving a recommendation under subsection (1)(a), the Minister must
decide whether the substantive application has a competing application.

(4) If the Minister decides that the substantive application has a competing appli‐
cation, the Minister must give written notice of that decision to—
(a) the consent authority or administering agency with which the competing

application had been lodged; and
(b) the applicant.

(5) The Minister must be notified in writing by the following when a competing
application has been determined and any rights of appeal that relate to that
application have been exhausted or have expired:
(a) the EPA, if the competing application was made under this Act:
(b) the consent authority or administering agency referred to in subsection

(4)(a), if the competing application was made under a specified Act.
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(6) The Minister may give notice under subsection (7) if the Minister—
(a) considers that the substantive application has 1 or more competing appli‐

cations and the Minister has received notice under subsection (5) for
each of those competing applications; or

(b) does not consider that the substantive application has any competing
applications.

(7) The EPA must not provide the substantive application to the panel convener
before the Minister notifies the EPA in writing that a panel may be set up for
the substantive application.
Existing resource consents for same activity

(8) After receiving a recommendation under subsection (1)(b), the Minister must
decide whether there are any existing resource consents of the kind referred to
in section 30(3)(a) that are not identified in the substantive application.

(9) If the Minister decides that there are any existing resource consents of that
kind, the EPA must return the application under section 46(4) (and section
46(5) applies accordingly).
Delegation by Minister to EPA

(10) The Minister may, in writing, delegate to the EPA the Minister’s functions,
powers, and duties under this section.

(11) A delegation under subsection (10)—
(a) is revocable at will, but the revocation does not take effect until it is

communicated in writing to the EPA; and
(b) does not prevent the Minister from performing or exercising the func‐

tions, duties, or powers concerned.
(12) If the Minister delegates to the EPA the power to make any or all decisions

under subsection (3) or (8), the EPA must make those decisions within the 10-
working-day time frame that applies under subsection (2) rather than making
recommendations under subsection (1).

48 EPA requests recommendation in relation to aquaculture activities
(1) This section applies if—

(a) a substantive application seeks an approval described in section 42(4)(a)
or (b) (resource consent or change or cancellation of resource consent
condition) for aquaculture activities to be undertaken in the coastal mar‐
ine area; and

(b) for an approval described in section 42(4)(a), either—
(i) the authorised person who is proposed to hold the approval does

not hold a coastal permit under the Resource Management Act
1991 to occupy the relevant area of the coastal marine area for
aquaculture activities; or
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(ii) that authorised person does hold a coastal permit of that kind but
it has conditions specified under section 186H(3) of the Fisheries
Act 1996; and

(c) for an approval described in section 42(4)(b) in relation to a coastal
permit to occupy the relevant area of the coastal marine area for aquacul‐
ture activities, the coastal permit has conditions specified under section
186H(3) of the Fisheries Act 1996.

(2) When the EPA provides the substantive application to the panel convener, the
EPA must request that the relevant chief executive make a recommendation, in
accordance with clauses 14 to 16 of Schedule 5, on the aquaculture decision to
be made under section 80.

(3) If the EPA sends 2 or more requests to the relevant chief executive at the same
time, the EPA must indicate to the relevant chief executive the time at which
the respective applications were received.

(4) The EPA, at the direction of the panel that considers the substantive applica‐
tion, must notify the relevant chief executive of the date on which the panel
intends to invite comments under section 53 at least 1 day before that date to
allow the processes under clause 14 of Schedule 5 to occur at the same time.

49 EPA obtains section 18 report for listed project
(1) This section applies to a substantive application that relates to a listed project.
(2) When the EPA provides the substantive application to the panel convener, the

EPA must request a report from the responsible agency that is prepared in
accordance with section 18(2) and (3)(a) (but does not contain the matters in
section 18(2)(l) and (m)).

(3) The responsible agency must provide the report within 10 working days after
receiving the request.

Steps by panel convener after receiving substantive application from EPA

50 Panel convener sets up panel
(1) The panel convener must set up a panel in accordance with Schedule 3 for each

substantive application that the panel convener receives from the EPA.
(2) If a substantive application relates to a priority project, the panel convener

must set up a panel for that application before setting up a panel for any
substantive application that does not relate to a priority project.

51 Panel convener obtains other advice and reports
(1) After receiving a substantive application from the EPA, the panel convener

must direct the EPA to obtain—
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(a) any advice from the relevant administering agencies that the panel con‐
vener considers will be necessary for the panel to consider, and make
decisions on, the approvals sought in the application; and

(b) any reports referred to in subsection (2).
(2) The reports are as follows:

(a) if the substantive application seeks an approval described in section
42(4)(e) (concession) on land that is vested in the Crown, a report
prepared by the Director-General of Conservation in accordance with
clause 4 of Schedule 6:

(b) if the substantive application seeks an approval described in section
42(4)(g) (conservation covenant), a report prepared by the Director-
General of Conservation in accordance with clause 43 of Schedule 6:

(c) if the substantive application seeks an approval described in section
42(4)(h) (wildlife approval), a report prepared by the Director-General
of Conservation in accordance with clause 3 of Schedule 7:

(d) if the substantive application seeks an approval described in section
42(4)(i) (archaeological authority), reports prepared by Heritage New
Zealand Pouhere Taonga and the Māori Heritage Council in accordance
with clause 3 of Schedule 8:

(e) if the substantive application seeks an approval described in section
42(4)(j) (complex freshwater fisheries activity approval), a report pre‐
pared by the Director-General of Conservation in accordance with clause
4 of Schedule 9:

(f) if the substantive application seeks an approval described in section
42(4)(l) or (m) (access arrangement), a report prepared in accordance
with clause 4 of Schedule 11 by the chief executives of the 1 or more
departments that administer the land to which the approval relates:

(g) if the substantive application seeks an approval described in section
42(4)(n) (mining permit), a report prepared by the relevant chief execu‐
tive in accordance with clause 17 of Schedule 11.

(3) A report may, in relation to the relevant approval, include advice on—
(a) matters relevant to section 82, 83, or 84; and
(b) whether any of the activities that would be authorised by the approval

are ineligible activities.
(4) Advice or a report requested under subsection (1) must be provided to the

EPA—
(a) within 10 working days after the panel invites comments under section

53; or
(b) in the case of a report referred to in subsection (2)(g), within a longer

time frame set by the panel convener.
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(5) The EPA—
(a) must provide electronic copies of the advice or report to—

(i) the panel; and
(ii) the applicant; and
(iii) every person or group that provides comments under section 35 or

53; and
(b) in complying with paragraph (a)(ii) and (iii), may withhold information

if the EPA is satisfied that there would be good reason to withhold the
information under the Official Information Act 1982 if the information
were requested under that Act.

(6) The persons and groups that receive advice or a report under subsection
(5)(a)(iii) may not make any further comments unless requested by the panel.

52 Panel convener provides information to panel
After setting up a panel for a substantive application, the panel convener must
provide to the panel—
(a) the substantive application; and
(b) the report obtained under section 18 in relation to the project; and
(c) if a report was obtained under section 19 in relation to the project, that

report; and
(d) any other information received by the panel convener under section

28(4) that the panel convener considers will be necessary for the panel to
consider, and make decisions on, the approvals sought in the application;
and

(e) the notice given under section 28 in relation to the project.

Opportunity for comment on substantive application

53 Panel invites comments on substantive application
(1) A panel must direct the EPA to, in accordance with this section, invite written

comments on a substantive application not later than 10 working days after the
panel is set up.

(2) Comments must be invited from—
(a) the relevant local authorities; and
(b) any relevant iwi authorities; and
(c) any relevant Treaty settlement entities, including, to avoid doubt,—

(i) an entity that has an interest under a Treaty settlement within the
area to which the substantive application relates; and

(ii) an entity operating in a collective arrangement, provided for under
a Treaty settlement, that relates to that area; and
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(d) any protected customary rights groups and customary marine title groups
whose protected customary rights area or customary marine title is
within the area to which the substantive application relates; and

(e) any applicant group under the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana)
Act 2011 that is identified in the report prepared under section 18 or 49
and seeks recognition of customary marine title or protected customary
rights within the area to which the substantive application relates; and

(f) ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou if the area to which the substantive application
relates is within or adjacent to, or the activities to which it relates would
directly affect, ngā rohe moana o ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou; and

(g) the tangata whenua of any area within the area to which the substantive
application relates that is a taiāpure-local fishery, a mātaitai reserve, or
an area that is subject to bylaws or regulations made under Part 9 of the
Fisheries Act 1996; and

(h) the owners of the land to which the substantive application relates and
the land adjacent to that land; and

(i) the occupiers of the land to which the substantive application relates
and the land adjacent to that land unless, after reasonable inquiry, an
occupier cannot be identified; and

(j) the Minister for the Environment and other relevant portfolio Ministers;
and

(k) relevant administering agencies; and
(l) any requiring authority that has a designation on land to which the

substantive application relates or on land adjacent to that land; and
(m) if the approvals sought in the substantive application include—

(i) an approval described in section 42(4)(a) or (d) (resource consent
or designation), the persons and groups listed in clause 13 of
Schedule 5:

(ii) an approval described in section 42(4)(e) (concession), the per‐
sons listed in clause 5 of Schedule 6:

(iii) an approval described in section 42(4)(g) (conservation covenant),
the persons listed in clause 44 of Schedule 6:

(iv) an approval described in section 42(4)(h) (wildlife approval), the
persons listed in clause 4 of Schedule 7:

(v) an approval described in section 42(4)(k) (marine consent), the
persons listed in clause 5 of Schedule 10:

(vi) an approval described in section 42(4)(l) or (m) (access arrange‐
ment), the persons listed in clause 5 of Schedule 11:

(vii) an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit), the
person listed in clause 18 of Schedule 11; and
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(n) any persons or groups specified by the Minister under section
27(3)(b)(iii).

(3) Comments may be invited from any other person the panel considers appropri‐
ate.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 17; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 26

54 General provisions relating to invitations given under section 53
(1) The EPA must, at the panel’s direction, specify in its invitation for comments

under section 53 that the comments must be received by the EPA on behalf of
the panel on a specified date that is 20 working days after the date on which the
invitation is given.

(2) The invitation must include notice of the substantive application, with details
as to how to access the application.

(3) An iwi authority invited to provide comments under section 53 may—
(a) share the substantive application for the approval with hapū whose rohe

is in the area to which the substantive application relates; and
(b) choose to include comments from that hapū with the comments provided

to the panel by the iwi authority.
(4) There is no right for any person to seek a waiver of the time limit for written

comments to be received by the EPA.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 18(1)–(3); 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 27(1)

55 Response to comments provided under section 53
(1) The EPA must forward copies of any comments received under section 53 to

the applicant.
(2) The applicant may provide the EPA with a response to the comments not later

than 5 working days after the date specified under section 54(1).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 19

Hearing of panel

56 Hearing not required
There is no requirement for a panel to hold a hearing in respect of a substantive
application and no person has a right to be heard by a panel.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 20; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 28(2)

57 Procedure if hearing is held
Who may appear and be heard

(1) If, in its discretion, a panel considers it is appropriate to hold a hearing on a
substantive application (or any part of a substantive application), it may hear
from—
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(a) the applicant (or, if the substantive application is lodged by more than 1
authorised person, any of those persons); and

(b) any person commissioned by the panel to write a report on the substan‐
tive application; and

(c) any person or group that provided comments under section 35 or 53.
(2) If a person or group that provided comments is heard, a panel must give the

applicant the opportunity to be heard.
Notices and timing requirements

(3) If a panel decides to hold a hearing, the EPA, at the direction of the panel, must
issue a notice of hearing to persons and groups referred to in subsection (1),
fixing the date, time, and place of the hearing.

(4) The notice must give no less than 5 working days’ notice of the hearing, and
must advise the persons and groups notified—
(a) that they may appear and be heard, be represented, and call evidence

in relation to the substantive application (or the part of the substantive
application for which a hearing is held); and

(b) that they must, within 3 working days after the notice of hearing is
given, advise the EPA whether they will attend the hearing.

(5) If a person or group advises the EPA under subsection (4)(b) that they will
attend a hearing but fails to appear, the panel may proceed with the hearing.

(6) A panel must complete any hearing within the time frame allowed under
section 79 for the panel to issue its decisions under section 88.
Application of Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987

(7) For the purposes of this section and sections 58 and 59, Part 1 and sections
48 and 53 of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act
1987 apply, with any necessary modifications, as if a panel were a board of
inquiry given authority to conduct a hearing under section 149J of the Resource
Management Act 1991.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 21(1)–(6)

58 Other provisions about conduct of hearing
(1) If a hearing is held, a panel must—

(a) avoid unnecessary formality; and
(b) recognise tikanga Māori where appropriate; and
(c) receive evidence, written or spoken, in te reo Māori (and Te Ture mō Te

Reo Māori 2016/the Māori Language Act 2016 applies accordingly); and
(d) not permit any person other than the chairperson or members of a panel

to question a party or witness; but
(e) if the chairperson of a panel gives leave, permit cross-examination.

Part 2 s 58 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024
Version as at

13 March 2026

62

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM122284
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM123095
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM123095
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM123608
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM2417778
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS363382
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM6174502
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM6174502


(2) Section 4 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908 (which gives powers to
maintain order) applies to any hearing conducted by a panel under this Act.

(3) A panel may receive as evidence any statement, document, information, or
matter that in its opinion may assist it to deal effectively with an application for
an approval, whether or not it would be admissible in a court of law.

(4) A panel may, in its discretion, make an order that prohibits or restricts the
publication or other means of communication of information supplied to the
panel or obtained by it in the course of a hearing.

(5) Subsection (4) applies whether or not the information is material to determin‐
ing whether to grant an approval sought in a substantive application if there
would be good reason to withhold the information under section 6 or 7 of the
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.

(6) A panel may, if it considers that there is likely to be excessive repetition, limit
the circumstances in which persons with the same interests may speak or call
evidence.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 21(7)–(12)

59 Remote access hearing
(1) A panel may direct that a hearing or part of a hearing be held using 1 or more

remote access facilities—
(a) on the initiative of the panel; or
(b) at the request of the applicant; or
(c) at the request of a person, or a representative of a group of persons,

referred to in section 57(1).
(2) If a hearing is held using a remote access facility, a panel must,—

(a) if it is reasonably practicable to do so, enable access to the hearing by
making it available live and free of charge to the public, for example, on
an internet site; or

(b) after the hearing closes, make available, in accordance with subsection
(3),—
(i) an audio or a video recording of the hearing; or
(ii) a written transcript of the hearing.

(3) A recording or transcript that is made available under subsection (2)(b) must
be published on an internet site that is administered by or on behalf of the EPA
and is publicly available as far as practicable and free of charge.

(4) Subsection (2) is subject to section 48 of the Local Government Official Infor‐
mation and Meetings Act 1987 (right of local authorities to exclude public).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 21(13)–(15)
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Suspension of processing substantive application

60 When processing of substantive application may be suspended
(1) Processing of a substantive application may be suspended in the following

circumstances:
(a) by direction of the EPA under section 61:
(b) by direction of the panel convener under section 62:
(c) at the discretion of the panel convener or the panel following a request

under section 64 by the applicant:
(d) if the EPA commissions advice under section 68(2)(b).

(2) Any time frame under this Act that relates to the processing of a substantive
application excludes any period during which processing of the application is
suspended.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 6(1)
Section 60(1)(b): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 31(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 60(1)(c): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 31(2) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

61 EPA may direct suspension in processing substantive application
(1) If the applicant has not paid the costs recoverable by the EPA, the EPA may

suspend the processing of the application and must give notice of the suspen‐
sion to—
(a) the panel; and
(b) the relevant local authorities; and
(c) the applicant; and
(d) if advice or a report has been requested from a person under section 51

and is yet to be provided to the EPA, that person; and
(e) if a recommendation has been requested from the relevant chief execu‐

tive under section 48 and is yet to be made, the relevant chief executive;
and

(f) if persons or groups have been invited to provide comments under sec‐
tion 35 or 53, those persons or groups.

(2) If the applicant subsequently pays the costs recoverable by the EPA, the EPA
must resume processing the substantive application and must give notice of the
resumption to the persons notified of the suspension.

(3) The panel and a person referred to in subsection (1)(d) or (e) must—
(a) suspend processing of the substantive application if they receive a notice

under subsection (1); and
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(b) resume processing of the application if they receive a notice under
subsection (2).

Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 6(2)–(3)

62 Panel convener may direct suspension in processing substantive
application

(1) The panel convener may, at any time after a substantive application has been
provided to a panel, give a written direction, with reasons, to the EPA that
processing of the application be suspended.

(2) The panel convener may give a direction under subsection (1) if the panel
convener considers that—
(a) different or further approvals are required in respect of the project; and
(b) those approvals relate to the same specified Act as an approval that is

sought in the substantive application; and
(c) the nature of the project would be better understood if the substantive

application were amended to seek those approvals before the panel pro‐
ceeds further.

(3) If the EPA receives a direction from the panel convener under subsection (1),
the EPA must, within 5 working days after receiving the direction, give notice
of the direction to—
(a) the panel; and
(b) the relevant local authorities; and
(c) the applicant; and
(d) if advice or a report has been requested from a person under section 51

and is yet to be provided to the EPA, that person; and
(e) if a recommendation has been requested from the relevant chief execu‐

tive under section 48 and is yet to be made, the relevant chief executive;
and

(f) if persons or groups have been invited to provide comments under sec‐
tion 35 or 53, those persons or groups.

(4) A notice under subsection (3) must include a copy of the direction and reasons
received from the panel convener by the EPA.

(5) The panel and a person referred to in subsection (3)(d) or (e) must suspend pro‐
cessing of the substantive application if they receive a notice under subsection
(3).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 22(1)–(3), (5)
Section 62 heading: amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 32(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 62(1): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 32(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
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Section 62(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 32(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 62(3): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 32(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 62(4): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 32(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

63 Resumption in processing substantive application following suspension
under section 62

(1) The panel convener may, at any time, by notice in writing with reasons, with‐
draw the direction given to the EPA under section 62.

(2) Subsection (3) applies if the panel convener’s direction is withdrawn before the
substantive application is amended to seek the different or further approvals
referred to in section 62(2).

(3) If this subsection applies, the panel and any person notified under section
62(3)(d) or (e) must resume processing the original substantive application
from the date on which the panel convener’s direction is withdrawn.

(4) Subsection (5) applies if a substantive application is amended to seek the
further or different approvals referred to in section 62(2) before the panel
convener’s direction is withdrawn.

(5) If this subsection applies, the panel and any person notified under section
62(3)(d) or (e) must—
(a) process the parts of the amended substantive application that relate to

the further or different approvals as if they were a new substantive
application (except for the purposes of section 81); and

(b) resume processing the parts of the amended substantive application that
relate to the approvals originally sought but, in doing so, observe the
time frames set out in this Act that apply to the parts of the application
described in paragraph (a).

Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 22(4), (6)–(9)
Section 63(1): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 33(1) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 63(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 33(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 63(3): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 33(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 63(4): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 33(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

64 Applicant may request suspension of processing substantive application
(1) An applicant may make a written request to the EPA that processing of their

substantive application be suspended.
(2) A request may be made only in the period between—
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(a) the time when the EPA provides the substantive application to the panel
convener; and

(b) the time when a panel makes its decisions under section 81 on the
approvals sought in the application.

(3) When a request is made under subsection (1), the panel convener or, if a
panel has been set up, the panel, may suspend the processing of a substantive
application at their or its discretion.

(4) If the panel convener or a panel grants a suspension, the EPA must give notice
of the date on which the panel convener or the panel suspended processing of
the application to—
(a) the applicant; and
(b) if advice or a report has been requested from a person under section 51

and is yet to be provided to the EPA, that person; and
(c) if a recommendation has been requested from the relevant chief execu‐

tive under section 48 and is yet to be made, the relevant chief executive;
and

(d) if persons or groups have been invited to provide comments under sec‐
tion 35 or 53, those persons or groups.

(5) A person who receives a notice under subsection (4)(b) or (c) must suspend
processing of the substantive application.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 23(1)–(5)
Section 64(2)(a): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 34(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 64(3): replaced, on 17 December 2025, by section 34(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 64(4): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 34(3)(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 64(4): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 34(3)(b) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

65 Resumption in processing of substantive application following suspension
under section 64

(1) An applicant granted a suspension under section 64(3) may request in writing
to the EPA that the processing of the substantive application be resumed.

(2) If a request is made under subsection (1), the panel convener or the panel must
resume processing the substantive application.

(3) The panel may decide under section 66(2)(b) to resume processing the substan‐
tive application in the absence of a request under subsection (1).

(4) If the panel convener or a panel resumes processing a substantive application
under subsection (2) or (3), the EPA must give written notice of that fact, speci‐
fying the date on which the panel convener or the panel resumed processing, to
the persons or groups notified of the suspension under section 64(4).
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(5) A person referred to in section 64(4)(b) or (c) must resume processing the
substantive application if they receive a notice under subsection (4).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 23(6)–(9)
Section 65(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 35(1) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 65(4): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 35(1) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 65(4): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 35(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

66 Return of substantive application
(1) This section applies if 50 working days have elapsed since the processing of a

substantive application was suspended under section 64(3).
(2) A panel must decide whether to—

(a) return the substantive application to the applicant; or
(b) resume processing the application.

(3) The decision of the panel convener or a panel under this section must be
notified in writing to—
(a) the persons or groups notified under section 64(4); and
(b) the relevant administering agencies.

(4) If the panel convener or a panel decides to return the substantive application, it
must be returned together with written reasons for its return.

(5) If a substantive application that has been returned is lodged again with the
EPA, the application must be treated as a new application.

(6) If a substantive application is suspended more than once, the total number of
working days during which processing is suspended must not be more than
100.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 24
Section 66(3): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 36(1) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 66(4): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 36(1) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 66(6): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 36(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

Further information, etc

67 Panel may request further information or report
(1) At any time before a panel makes its decisions under section 81 on a substan‐

tive application, the panel may direct the EPA—
(a) to request further information in relation to the application from any or

all of the following:
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(i) the applicant (or, if the application is lodged by more than 1
authorised person, any of those persons):

(ii) a relevant local authority:
(iii) a relevant administering agency:
(iv) any person or group invited to provide comments under section 35

or 53:
(b) to prepare or commission a report (including a report from a relevant

local authority) on an issue relevant to the application.
(2) If further information is requested under subsection (1)(a), the person or body

requested to provide the information must—
(a) provide electronic copies of the information or report requested; or
(b) advise the EPA, with reasons, that it declines to provide the information

or report requested.
(3) Subsection (2) must be complied with by the date directed by the panel, which

must not be later than 10 working days after the direction is given.
(4) The EPA must provide electronic copies of any information or report it receives

under this section to—
(a) the panel; and
(b) the applicant; and
(c) every person or group that provides comments under section 35 or 53.

(5) The persons who, or groups that, receive the information or report under sub‐
section (4)(c) may not make further comments unless requested by the panel.

(6) If information requested under subsection (1) is not received by the panel
in accordance with subsections (2) and (3), the panel must proceed as if the
request for further information had been declined.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 25; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 30

68 Panel may request or commission advice on concession, land exchange, or
access arrangement

(1) This section applies if a substantive application seeks an approval described in
section 42(4)(e), (f), (l), or (m) (concession, land exchange, or access arrange‐
ment).
Request for, or commissioning of, advice

(2) At any time before a panel makes its decisions under section 81 on a substan‐
tive application, the panel may direct the EPA to—
(a) request advice from the Director-General of Conservation or the chief

executive of Land Information New Zealand, as relevant, on any issue
relating to an approval referred to in subsection (1) that the panel con‐
siders relevant:
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(b) commission advice on any risks to, or potential liabilities of, the Crown
in relation to an approval referred to in subsection (1).

(3) The EPA—
(a) must provide electronic copies of any advice it receives under this sec‐

tion to—
(i) the panel; and
(ii) the applicant; and
(iii) every person or group that provides comments under section 35 or

53; and
(b) in complying with paragraph (a)(ii) and (iii), may withhold information

if the EPA is satisfied that there would be good reason to withhold the
information under the Official Information Act 1982 if the information
were requested under that Act.

Suspension of processing if advice commissioned
(4) If the EPA commissions advice under subsection (2)(b),—

(a) processing of the substantive application is suspended until the EPA
receives the advice; and

(b) the EPA must give notice of the suspension and resumption of the
processing to—
(i) the panel; and
(ii) the relevant local authorities; and
(iii) the applicant; and
(iv) if advice or a report has been requested from a person under

section 51 and is yet to be provided to the EPA, that person; and
(v) if a recommendation has been requested from the relevant chief

executive under section 48 and is yet to be made, the relevant
chief executive; and

(vi) if persons or groups have been invited to provide comments under
section 35 or 53, those persons or groups.

(5) The panel and a person referred to in subsection (4)(b)(iv) or (v) must—
(a) suspend processing of the substantive application if they receive notice

of the suspension; and
(b) resume processing of the substantive application if they receive notice of

the resumption.
(6) This section does not limit section 67.
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Draft decisions on approvals

69 Panel provides draft decisions to applicant before declining approval
(1) This section applies if a panel—

(a) proposes to decline an approval under section 81; and
(b) has not previously invited the applicant to make a proposal under sub‐

section (2)(b).
(2) The panel must direct the EPA to—

(a) provide the applicant with a copy of its draft decision document for
every approval sought in the substantive application; and

(b) invite the applicant to—
(i) propose conditions on, or modifications to, any of the approvals

sought; or
(ii) withdraw the part of the substantive application that seeks any of

the approvals sought.
(3) A proposal under subsection (2)(b) must—

(a) be for the purpose of addressing the reasons for which the approval
referred to in subsection (1) is proposed to be declined; and

(b) be within the scope of the substantive application.
(4) An invitation for a proposal under subsection (2)(b) must include the date set

by the panel by which the proposal must be received by the EPA.

70 Panel seeks comment on draft conditions before granting approval
(1) Before a panel decides to grant an approval under section 81, the panel must

direct the EPA to provide a copy of its draft conditions to the following,
inviting comments on the draft conditions:
(a) the applicant; and
(b) every person or group that provided comments under section 35 or 53;

and
(c) any local authority or other body with a statutory responsibility to

enforce or monitor compliance with the conditions.
(2) In providing the draft conditions and invitation to comment under subsection

(1), the EPA—
(a) must include the date set by the panel by which comments on the draft

conditions must be received by the EPA; and
(b) must include a copy of the panel’s draft decision document for each

approval; and
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(c) may withhold information if the EPA is satisfied that there would be
good reason to withhold the information under the Official Information
Act 1982 if the information were requested under that Act.

(3) The EPA must provide electronic copies of comments received under subsec‐
tion (1) to—
(a) the panel; and
(b) the applicant; and
(c) every person or group that provided comments under section 35 or 53.

(4) The applicant may provide the EPA with a response to the comments not later
than 5 working days after the date specified under subsection (2)(a).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 36

71 Panel provides draft conditions relating to aquaculture activities for
recommendation

(1) This section applies if an aquaculture decision is required under section 80
in respect of a substantive application for a coastal permit for aquaculture
activities to be undertaken in the coastal marine area.

(2) A panel must direct the EPA to provide a copy of its draft conditions to the
relevant chief executive for the purposes of clause 15 of Schedule 5 at the same
time as it complies with section 70(1).

72 Panel seeks comments from Minister for Māori Crown Relations: Te
Arawhiti and Minister for Māori Development

(1) Before a panel decides to grant or decline an approval under section 81, the
panel must direct the EPA to invite comments from the Minister for Māori
Crown Relations: Te Arawhiti and the Minister for Māori Development on the
draft decision, including any draft conditions.

(2) Those Ministers must be allowed 10 working days to comment on the draft
decision, including any assessment made by the panel in relation to a relevant
Treaty settlement and any draft conditions related to that assessment.

(3) The EPA must provide any comments received under subsection (1) to the
panel.

Role of appropriate Minister in relation to concessions, land exchanges, and
access arrangements

73 Sections 74 to 78 apply to concession, land exchange, and access
arrangement
Sections 74 to 78 apply to an approval described in section 42(4)(e), (f), (l), or
(m) (concession, land exchange, or access arrangement).
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Section 73 heading: editorial change made by the PCO, on 12 May 2025, under sections 86(1) and
87(l)(iii) of the Legislation Act 2019 (2019 No 58).
Section 73: editorial change made by the PCO, on 12 May 2025, under sections 86(1) and 87(l)(iii) of
the Legislation Act 2019 (2019 No 58).

74 Appropriate Minister may call in decision
(1) At any time before a panel makes a decision under section 81 on an approval

referred to in section 73, the appropriate Minister for the land to which the
approval relates may call in the decision.

(2) The appropriate Minister may call in—
(a) a decision on an approval described in section 42(4)(e) (concession) in

accordance with clause 6 of Schedule 6:
(b) a decision on an approval described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange)

in accordance with clause 28 of Schedule 6:
(c) a decision on an approval described in section 42(4)(l) or (m) (access

arrangement) in accordance with clause 6 of Schedule 11.

75 Panel may transfer decision to appropriate Minister
(1) At any time before a panel makes a decision under section 81 on an approval

referred to in section 73, the panel may transfer the decision to the appropriate
Minister for the land to which the approval relates.

(2) The panel may transfer the decision if the panel—
(a) is not satisfied that the panel has adequate information to assess the

risks to the Crown arising from any decision by the panel to grant the
approval:

(b) is not satisfied that any decision by the panel to grant the approval could
adequately mitigate the potential liabilities of the Crown arising from
that decision.

76 Process if decision is called in by, or transferred to, appropriate Minister
(1) This section applies if a decision is called in under section 74 or transferred to

the appropriate Minister under section 75.
(2) A panel must,—

(a) in accordance with this subpart, process the substantive application to
which the decision relates; but

(b) instead of making the decision under section 81, set out in the panel’s
decision document under section 87, as a recommendation for the appro‐
priate Minister, the decision that the panel would have made under
section 81.

(3) After receiving notice of the panel’s recommendation under section 88, the
appropriate Minister must make a decision on the approval in accordance with
section 81.
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(4) Before making the decision under subsection (3), the appropriate Minister
must—
(a) comply with sections 69 and 72 if the appropriate Minister proposes to

decline an approval that the panel recommended be granted:
(b) comply with sections 70 and 72 if the appropriate Minister proposes to

grant an approval that the panel recommended be declined.
(5) For the purpose of making the decision under subsection (3), the appropriate

Minister may request further information or advice from—
(a) the panel:
(b) the applicant (or, if the substantive application is lodged by more than 1

authorised person, any of those persons):
(c) a relevant local authority:
(d) a relevant administering agency:
(e) any person or group invited to provide comments under section 35 or 53.

(6) For the purposes of subsections (3) and (4), sections 69, 70, 72, 81 to 89, 99,
and 100 and Schedules 6 and 11 apply with any necessary modifications and,
unless the context otherwise requires, as if—
(a) a reference in those sections and schedules to a panel were a reference to

the appropriate Minister; and
(b) section 81(2)(a) also referred to subsection (5) of this section.

77 Panel informs appropriate Minister of proposed decision
Before a panel makes a decision under section 81 on an approval referred to in
section 73, the panel must direct the EPA to inform the appropriate Minister for
the land to which the approval applies—
(a) of the decision that the panel proposes to make on the approval; and
(b) that the appropriate Minister may call in the decision under section 74.

78 Appropriate Minister may specify standard conditions
(1) For the purposes of clauses 9 and 33 of Schedule 6 and clause 10 of Schedule

11, the appropriate Minister for land to which an approval referred to in section
73 may be sought may specify conditions that a panel may be required to
impose on approvals of that kind.

(2) A condition specified under subsection (1) must be one that the appropriate
Minister considers is appropriate in order to manage risks to, and potential
liabilities of, the Crown arising from the granting of an approval of that kind.

Panel decisions

79 Timing of panel decisions
(1) A panel must issue its decision documents under section 88 within—
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(a) a time frame set by the panel convener in accordance with subsection
(2); or

(b) if no time frame is set, within 30 working days after the date specified
for receiving comments under section 53.

(2) A time frame set by the panel convener for the purposes of subsection (1)(a)
must—
(a) be set at or before the time the panel convener complies with section 52;

and
(b) be a time frame that the panel convener considers is appropriate, having

regard to the scale, nature, and complexity of the approvals sought in,
and any other matters raised by, the substantive application; and

(c) be set after consulting the relevant administering agencies; and
(d) be notified to the applicant.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 37(2)

80 Aquaculture decision required for certain coastal permits
(1) This section applies if the EPA requests the relevant chief executive to make a

recommendation on an aquaculture decision under section 48.
(2) A panel must make an aquaculture decision in accordance with clause 20

of Schedule 5 when it makes its decision under section 81 on an approval
described in section 42(4)(a) or (b) (resource consent or change or cancellation
of resource consent condition).

(3) The EPA—
(a) must provide electronic copies of an aquaculture decision to—

(i) the relevant consent authority; and
(ii) the persons and organisations who supplied information to the

relevant chief executive; and
(iii) the persons and organisations consulted by the relevant chief

executive; and
(b) in complying with paragraph (a), may withhold information if the EPA

is satisfied that there would be good reason to withhold the information
under the Official Information Act 1982 if the information were reques‐
ted under that Act.

81 Decisions on approvals sought in substantive application
(1) A panel must, for each approval sought in a substantive application, decide

whether to—
(a) grant the approval and set any conditions to be imposed on the approval;

or
(b) decline the approval.
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(2) For the purpose of making the decision, the panel—
(aaa) must, if the substantive application relates to an unlisted project, con‐

sider the Minister’s reasons for accepting the referral application that are
stated in the notice given by the responsible agency under section 28(1):

(aab) must consider a relevant Government policy statement:
(a) must consider the substantive application and any advice, report, com‐

ment, or other information received by the panel under section 51, 52,
53, 55, 58, 67, 68, 69, 70, 72, or 90:

(b) must apply the applicable clauses set out in subsection (3) (see those
clauses in relation to the weight to be given to the purpose of this Act
when making the decision):

(c) must comply with section 82, if applicable:
(d) must comply with section 83 in setting conditions:
(e) may impose conditions under section 84:
(ea) may impose conditions under section 84A:
(f) may decline the approval only in accordance with section 85.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2)(b), the clauses are as follows:
(a) for an approval described in section 42(4)(a) (resource consent), clauses

17 to 22 of Schedule 5:
(b) for an approval described in section 42(4)(b) (change or cancellation of

resource consent condition), in relation to a condition of a coastal permit
specified under section 186H(3) of the Fisheries Act 1996, clauses 20 to
22 of Schedule 5:

(c) for any other approval described in section 42(4)(b) (change or cancella‐
tion of resource consent condition), clause 23 of Schedule 5:

(d) for an approval described in section 42(4)(c) (certificate of compliance),
clause 27 of Schedule 5:

(e) for an approval described in section 42(4)(d) (designation), clauses 24
and 25 of Schedule 5:

(f) for an approval described in section 42(4)(e) (concession), clauses 7 to 9
of Schedule 6:

(g) for an approval described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange), clauses 29
to 33 of Schedule 6:

(h) for an approval described in section 42(4)(g) (conservation covenant),
clauses 45 and 46 of Schedule 6:

(i) for an approval described in section 42(4)(h) (wildlife approval), clauses
5 and 6 of Schedule 7:

(j) for an approval described in section 42(4)(i) (archaeological authority),
clauses 4 and 5 of Schedule 8:
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(k) for an approval described in section 42(4)(j) (complex freshwater fisher‐
ies activity approval), clauses 5 and 6 of Schedule 9:

(l) for an approval described in section 42(4)(k) (marine consent), clauses 6
and 7 of Schedule 10:

(m) for an approval described in section 42(4)(l) (access arrangement),
clauses 7, 9, and 10 of Schedule 11:

(n) for an approval described in section 42(4)(m) (access arrangement),
clauses 8, 9, and 10 of Schedule 11:

(o) for an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit), clauses 19
to 21 of Schedule 11.

(4) When taking the purpose of this Act into account under a clause referred to in
subsection (3), the panel must consider the extent of the project’s regional or
national benefits.

(5) For the purposes of subsection (4), if the substantive application was made
under section 42(1)(aa) or (b), the panel—
(a) must treat the stage of the project to which the application relates as

constituting the project; but
(b) may consider the regional or national benefits of the whole project,

having regard to the likelihood that any later stages of the project will be
completed.

(6) Despite subsection (2)(a), the panel—
(a) is not required to consider any advice, report, comment, or other infor‐

mation it receives under section 51, 53, 55, 67, 69, 70, or 72 after the
applicable time frame; but

(b) may, in its discretion, consider the information as long as the panel has
not made its decision under this section on the approval.

(7) To avoid doubt, nothing in this section or section 82 or 85 limits section 7.
Section 81(2)(aaa): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 40(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 81(2)(aab): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 40(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 81(2)(ea): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 40(2) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 81(5): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 40(3) of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

82 Effect of Treaty settlements and other obligations on decision making
(1) This section applies if a Treaty settlement, the Marine and Coastal Area (Taku‐

tai Moana) Act 2011, or the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act
2019 is relevant to an approval.

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 Part 2 s 82

77

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1535309
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1535309
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1535309
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1535309
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM3213102
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM3213102
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS16646
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS16646


(2) If the settlement or Act provides for the consideration of any document, the
panel must give the document the same or equivalent effect through the panel’s
decision making as it would have under any relevant specified Act.

(3) The panel must also consider whether granting the approval would comply
with section 7.

(4) In this section, document—
(a) means any document, arrangement, or other matter; and
(b) includes any statutory planning document amended as a result of the

settlement or Act referred to in subsection (1).

83 Conditions must be no more onerous than necessary
When exercising a discretion to set a condition under this Act, the panel must
not set a condition that is more onerous than necessary to address the reason
for which it is set in accordance with the provision of this Act that confers the
discretion.

84 Conditions relating to Treaty settlements and recognised customary rights
(1) For the purposes of section 7, the panel may set conditions to recognise or pro‐

tect a relevant Treaty settlement and any obligations arising under the Marine
and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011 or the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā
Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019.

(2) This section applies in addition to, and does not limit, any other powers to set
conditions under this Act.

84A Conditions relating to infrastructure
(1) The panel may set conditions to ensure that the infrastructure in the project

area or other infrastructure the project will rely on is or can be made adequate
to support—
(a) the project; or
(b) the stage of the project to which the application relates.

(2) This section applies in addition to, and does not limit, any other powers to set
conditions under this Act.

(3) To avoid doubt, a condition set under this section may impose an obligation on
the applicant only.
Section 84A: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 41 of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment
Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

85 When panel must or may decline approvals
When approval must be declined

(1) The panel must decline an approval if 1 or more of the following apply:
(a) the approval is for an ineligible activity:
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(b) the panel considers that granting the approval would breach section 7:
(c) in the case of an approval described in section 42(4)(b) (change or can‐

cellation of resource consent condition), the approval must be declined
under clause 23 of Schedule 5:

(d) in the case of an approval described in section 42(4)(c) (certificate of
compliance), the approval must be declined under clause 27 of Schedule
5:

(e) in the case of an approval described in section 42(4)(e) (concession), the
approval must be declined under clause 7(3) of Schedule 6:

(f) in the case of an approval described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange),
the approval must be declined under clause 29(2) or (3) of Schedule 6:

(g) in the case of an approval described in section 42(4)(l) or (m) (access
arrangement), the approval must be declined under clause 7(2) or 8(2) of
Schedule 11, as the case may be:

(h) in the case of an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit),
the approval must be declined under clause 20 of Schedule 11.

(2) A panel must decline an approval described in section 42(4)(a) (resource con‐
sent) for any area for which the approval must not be granted under clause
17(5) of Schedule 5.
Approval may be declined if adverse impacts out of proportion to regional or
national benefits

(3) A panel may decline an approval if, in complying with section 81(2), the panel
forms the view that—
(a) there are 1 or more adverse impacts in relation to the approval sought;

and
(b) those adverse impacts are sufficiently significant to be out of proportion

to the project’s regional or national benefits that the panel has considered
under section 81(4), even after taking into account—
(i) any conditions that the panel may set in relation to those adverse

impacts; and
(ii) any conditions or modifications that the applicant may agree to

or propose to avoid, remedy, mitigate, offset, or compensate for
those adverse impacts.

(4) To avoid doubt, a panel may not form the view that an adverse impact meets
the threshold in subsection (3)(b) solely on the basis that the adverse impact
is inconsistent with or contrary to a provision of a specified Act or any other
document that a panel must take into account or otherwise consider in comply‐
ing with section 81(2).
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(5) In subsections (3) and (4), adverse impact means any matter considered by
the panel in complying with section 81(2) that weighs against granting the
approval.

86 Decision on land exchange is conditional
(1) A decision under section 81 to grant an approval described in section 42(4)(f)

(land exchange) is to be treated as a conditional decision until the appropriate
Minister is satisfied that any conditions imposed by the panel in accordance
with clause 31 of Schedule 6 are complied with.

(2) If the appropriate Minister is not satisfied that all of the conditions referred to
in subsection (1) are complied with by the close of the second anniversary of
the panel’s decision, the approval is treated as having lapsed at that time.

Decision documents

87 Content of panel decision documents
(1) A panel must, for each approval sought in a substantive application, prepare

a document (a decision document) for its decision under section 81 on the
approval.

(2) A decision document—
(a) must—

(i) state the panel’s decision; and
(ii) state the panel’s reasons for the decision; and
(iii) include a statement of the principal issues that were in contention;

and
(iv) include the main findings of the panel on those issues:

(b) for an approval described in—
(i) section 42(4)(a) or (d) (resource consent or designation), may

specify a date on which the approval lapses in accordance with
clause 26 of Schedule 5:

(ii) section 42(4)(a) or (b) (resource consent or change or cancellation
of resource consent condition), must comply with clause 22 of
Schedule 5, if applicable:

(iii) section 42(4)(c) (certificate of compliance), must comply with
clause 28 of Schedule 5:

(iv) section 42(4)(n) (mining permit), must comply with clauses 22
and 23(1) of Schedule 11.

Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 37(6)–(8); 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 36(5)–(8)
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88 Issue, service, and publication of decision documents
(1) Each decision document that relates to a substantive application must be issued

at the same time by being served on—
(a) the applicant; and
(b) if the relevant chief executive has made a recommendation on an aqua‐

culture decision following a request under section 48 in respect of the
substantive application, the relevant chief executive; and

(c) for an approval described in section 42(4)(i) (archaeological authority),
the persons listed in clause 8 of Schedule 8; and

(d) the persons and groups invited to provide comments under section 35 or
53; and

(e) the relevant local authorities; and
(f) the relevant administering agencies; and
(g) other persons and authorities that the panel considers appropriate.

(2) A decision document must be served together with advice as to the time within
which an appeal may be lodged under section 99.

(3) A decision document must be published on an internet site that is administered
by or on behalf of the EPA and is publicly available as far as practicable and
free of charge.

(4) In complying with subsection (3), the EPA may withhold information if the
EPA is satisfied that there would be good reason to withhold the information
under the Official Information Act 1982 if the information were requested
under that Act.

(5) This section applies to a recommendation made by a panel in accordance with
section 76(2)(b) as if it were a decision of the panel, except that the notice
under subsection (1)—
(a) must also be served on the appropriate Minister; and
(b) need not include the information referred to in subsection (2).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 38; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 37

89 Minor corrections
(1) A panel may, within 20 working days after issuing a decision document under

section 88(1), issue an amendment to the document to correct minor omissions,
errors, or other defects in it.

(2) A panel may correct a requirement for a designation before the earlier of the
following:
(a) the day on which the territorial authority includes the designation in its

district plan and any proposed district plan under clause 30 of Schedule
5; and

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 Part 2 s 89

81

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM64784
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS363410
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS868150


(b) the day that is 40 working days after the day on which any rights of
appeal under section 99 that relate to the designation have been exhaus‐
ted or have expired.

Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 40; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 39

EPA powers and duties relating to substantive application

90 EPA may request information from relevant administering agencies and
local authorities

(1) This section applies to information that the EPA considers—
(a) is held by a relevant administering agency or a local authority; and
(b) relates to a listed project or a referred project; and
(c) is necessary for considering a current or anticipated substantive applica‐

tion.
(2) The EPA, at any time before or after it receives the substantive application,

may request the relevant administering agency or local authority to provide the
information and set a date by which the information must be made available.

(3) The relevant administering agency or local authority must,—
(a) within the time specified by the EPA, provide the information requested;

or
(b) advise the EPA that the agency or local authority does hold the informa‐

tion but cannot provide it in the time specified by the EPA; or
(c) advise the EPA that the agency or local authority does not hold the infor‐

mation and, if the agency or local authority knows where the information
is held, advise the EPA accordingly.

(4) The EPA must provide information that it receives under this section to the
panel convener.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 7; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 30

91 Information held by relevant administering agencies and local authorities
that is sensitive to iwi or hapū
Despite section 90, if information sensitive to an iwi or a hapū is held by a
relevant administering agency or local authority under an agreement of confi‐
dentiality, the agency or local authority must—
(a) maintain that confidentiality; and
(b) before the information is disclosed under section 90, discuss with the iwi

or hapū whether that information or any part of it may be disclosed and,
if so, how it may be disclosed and to whom.

92 EPA powers to make certain decisions
(1) The EPA—
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(a) may make administrative decisions that are incidental or ancillary to the
conduct of a panel; but

(b) must not make administrative decisions that would be inconsistent with,
or preclude compliance with, clause 5 of Schedule 3.

(2) In performing and exercising its functions, duties, and powers under this Act,
the EPA must, as far as is reasonably practicable, minimise costs and avoid
delay.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 8(1), (3); 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 43

93 EPA must publish notices and other documents
(1) This section applies to every written notice or other document that this Act

requires to be—
(a) received by the EPA or a panel from any person; or
(b) sent by the EPA or a panel to any person.

(2) The EPA must publish the written notice or other document on an internet site
that is administered by or on behalf of the EPA and is publicly available as far
as practicable and free of charge.

(3) In complying with subsection (1), the EPA may withhold information if the
EPA is satisfied that there would be good reason to withhold the information
under the Official Information Act 1982 if the information were requested
under that Act.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 8(2); 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 44
Section 93 compare note: editorial change made by the PCO, on 12 May 2025, under sections 86(1)
and 87(l)(iii) of the Legislation Act 2019 (2019 No 58).

93A Directions to EPA
(1) The Minister may give a general direction to the EPA in relation to the EPA’s

performance and exercise of its functions, duties, and powers under this Act.
(2) Subsection (1) does not authorise the Minister to give a direction—

(a) in relation to a statutorily independent function of the EPA under this
Act; or

(b) that requires the performance or exercise, or prevents the performance
or exercise, of a particular function, duty, or power in relation to a
particular person or substantive application.

(3) The Minister must—
(a) notify the direction in the Gazette; and
(b) make the direction available on an internet site administered by or on

behalf of the EPA; and
(c) present a copy of the direction to the House of Representatives.

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 Part 2 s 93A

83

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS363364
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS868154
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM64784
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS363364
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS872665
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM7298378
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM7298379


(4) Before giving a direction under subsection (1), the Minister must comply with
section 115(1) of the Crown Entities Act 2004.

(5) In this section, statutorily independent function means—
(a) any function that this Act provides must be carried out independently; or
(b) any matter in respect of which this Act provides that Ministers of the

Crown may not give directions.
Section 93A: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 43 of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment
Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

Subpart 4—Other provisions relating to approvals

94 Use of specified Act to apply for approval
(1) This Act does not prevent any person from applying for an approval under a

specified Act in relation to a listed project or a referred project.
(2) However, a person must withdraw an application for an approval under a

specified Act if they—
(a) lodge a substantive application that seeks a corresponding approval

under this Act for the same, or substantially the same, activity; and
(b) are notified by the EPA that the substantive application complies with

section 46(2).
(3) The person must withdraw the application within 5 working days after receiv‐

ing the notice referred to in subsection (2).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 28

95 Exercise of existing approval under specified Act while applying for
approval under this Act

(1) This section applies if an authorised person who holds an existing approval
lodges a substantive application that—
(a) seeks an approval under this Act that—

(i) corresponds to, and is for the activity to which, the existing appro‐
val applies; or

(ii) in the case of an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining
permit), complies with section 42(11); and

(b) is lodged more than 3 months before the existing approval is due to
expire (unless the existing approval is a right under section 124(3) or
165ZH(2)(c) of the Resource Management Act 1991 to continue operat‐
ing under a resource consent).

(2) The existing approval is treated as remaining in force until the later of the
following:
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(a) the date on which any rights of appeal under section 99 that relate to
the approval referred to in subsection (1)(a) have been exhausted or have
expired:

(b) the date on which the existing approval expires or is surrendered in
accordance with this Act or the relevant specified Act.

(3) If the substantive application referred to in subsection (1) is lodged by more
than 1 authorised person, subsection (2) applies only if the authorised person
who holds the existing approval is proposed to hold the approval under this Act
that is referred to in subsection (1)(a).

(4) In this section, existing approval means any of the following:
(a) an approval under a specified Act:
(b) a right under section 124(3) or 165ZH(2)(c) of the Resource Manage‐

ment Act 1991 to continue operating under a resource consent:
(c) an exploration permit or existing privilege referred to in section 42(11).

96 Status of approval when granted
(1) Subject to subsection (2), an approval granted under this Act has the same

force and effect for its duration, and according to its terms and conditions, as if
it were granted, issued, or entered into under the relevant specified Act.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the following apply:
(a) for an approval described in section 42(4)(a), (b), (c), or (d) (resource

consent, change or cancellation of resource consent condition, certificate
of compliance, or designation), clauses 31 to 36 of Schedule 5:

(b) for an approval described in section 42(4)(e) (concession), clauses 14 to
20 of Schedule 6:

(c) for an approval described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange), clauses 36
to 40 of Schedule 6:

(d) for an approval described in section 42(4)(h) (wildlife approval), clauses
7 and 8 of Schedule 7:

(e) for an approval described in section 42(4)(i) (archaeological authority),
clause 9 of Schedule 8:

(f) for an approval described in section 42(4)(j) (complex freshwater fisher‐
ies activity approval), clause 7 of Schedule 9:

(g) for an approval described in section 42(4)(k) (marine consent), clauses 8
and 9 of Schedule 10:

(h) for an approval described in section 42(4)(l) or (m) (access arrange‐
ment), clause 13 of Schedule 11:

(i) for an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit), clause 25
of Schedule 11.

Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 42(2)(b), (3)(b)
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97 Commencement of approval
(1) Subject to subsection (2), an approval granted under this Act commences—

(a) on the date on which the panel’s decision document for the approval is
issued under section 88; or

(b) on any later date specified by the panel in the decision document.
(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the following apply:

(a) for an approval described in section 42(4)(a) or (b) that is a coastal
permit for which an aquaculture decision is required under section 80
and the aquaculture decision includes a reservation, clauses 22 and 35 of
Schedule 5:

(b) for an approval described in section 42(4)(d) (designation), clause 30 of
Schedule 5:

(c) for an approval described in section 42(4)(e) (concession), clause 12 of
Schedule 6:

(d) for an approval described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange), clause 35
of Schedule 6:

(e) for an approval described in section 42(4)(g) (conservation covenant),
clause 48 of Schedule 6:

(f) for an approval described in section 42(4)(i) (archaeological authority),
clause 6 of Schedule 8:

(g) for an approval described in section 42(4)(l) or (m) (access arrange‐
ment), clause 12 of Schedule 11:

(h) for an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit), clause 24
of Schedule 11.

Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 37(9); 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 36(9)

98 Disapplication of matters if approval is for electricity infrastructure on
certain Schedule 4 land or in national reserve

(1) This section applies to an approval granted under this Act in relation to an
activity for which a determination was made under section 24.

(2) Section 5 of the National Parks Act 1980 does not apply to the extent that the
approval authorises, permits, or requires any activity referred to in section 5(1)
or (2) of that Act in a national park.

(3) Nothing in paragraph 2 of the notes to either schedule of the Otahu Dedicated
Area Notice 1976 (Gazette 1976, p 654) applies to the extent that the approval
authorises, permits, or requires the felling or removal of timber, native plants or
wildlife, or disturbance of the soil in the area to which that notice applies.

(4) Nothing in paragraph 2 of the notes to the Parakawai Geological Area Notice
1980 (Gazette 1980, p 2408) applies to the extent that the approval authorises,
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permits, or requires the felling or removal of timber, forest produce, native
plants, or disturbance of the soil in the area to which that notice applies.

Subpart 5—Miscellaneous provisions

Appeals and judicial review

99 Appeal against decisions only on question of law
(1) Any of the following persons may appeal to the High Court against the whole

or a part of the decision of a panel to grant or decline to grant an approval
under this Act, but only on a question of law:
(a) the applicant (or, if the substantive application was lodged by more than

1 authorised person, the person who was proposed to hold the approval):
(b) any relevant local authority:
(c) the Attorney-General:
(d) any person or group that provided comments in response to an invitation

given under section 17(1) or 53(2) or any of section 35(1)(a) to (d).
(2) No appeal may be made to the Court of Appeal against a determination of the

High Court under this section.
(3) However, a party may apply to the Supreme Court for leave to bring an appeal

to that court against a determination of the High Court and, for this purpose,
sections 73 to 76 of the Senior Courts Act 2016 apply with any necessary
modifications.

(4) If the Supreme Court refuses to give leave for an appeal (on the grounds
that exceptional circumstances have not been established under section 75
of the Senior Courts Act 2016) but considers that a further appeal from the
determination of the High Court is justified, the court may remit the proposed
appeal to the Court of Appeal.

(5) No appeal may be made against any appeal determined by the Court of Appeal
in accordance with subsection (4).

(6) Despite any legislation to the contrary,—
(a) an application for leave for the purposes of subsection (3) must be filed

no later than 10 working days after the determination of the High Court;
and

(b) the Supreme Court or the Court of Appeal, as the case may be, must
determine an application for leave, or an appeal, to which this section
applies, as a matter of priority and urgency.

(7) For the purposes of subsection (1),—
(a) a decision under section 81 on an approval described in section 42(4)(f)

(land exchange) is a decision to grant or decline to grant an approval
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regardless of whether the decision is treated as conditional under section
86:

(b) the following are part of a decision to grant or decline to grant an
approval:
(i) an aquaculture decision made by a panel in relation to the appro‐

val:
(ii) a decision made by a panel on an application under clause 7

of Schedule 8 (application for approval of person to carry out
activity).

Compare: 1991 No 69 s 149V; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 42
Section 99(1)(d): replaced, on 17 December 2025, by section 45 of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

100 Procedural matters
Notice of appeal

(1) A person entitled, and intending, to appeal against a decision of a panel (the
appellant) must file a notice of appeal no later than 20 working days after the
date on which the decision document that relates to the approval is published
under section 88(3).

(2) The notice of appeal must specify—
(a) the decision or the part of the decision appealed against; and
(b) the error of law alleged by the appellant; and
(c) the grounds of appeal, with sufficient particularity for the court and other

parties to understand them; and
(d) the relief sought.
Service of notice of appeal

(3) No later than the time specified for filing a notice of appeal under subsection
(1), the appellant must serve a copy of the notice of appeal on the panel whose
decision is subject to the appeal.

(4) No later than 5 working days after the notice of appeal is filed in the High
Court, the appellant must serve a copy of the notice of appeal on—
(a) the authorised person who is the proposed holder of the relevant appro‐

val (if that person is not the appellant); and
(b) the relevant administering agencies; and
(c) for an appeal against a decision on an approval described in section

42(4)(a) or (b) that relates to a coastal permit for which an aquaculture
decision is required under section 80, the relevant chief executive; and

(d) every person or group invited to provide comments to the panel.
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Copy of decision appealed against
(5) The appellant must provide a copy of the whole decision appealed against to

the Registrar of the High Court immediately after it becomes available.
Notice of intention to appear

(6) If a person served with a notice of appeal under subsection (4) wishes to appear
at the appeal, the person must serve a notice of intention to appear on—
(a) the appellant; and
(b) the Registrar of the High Court; and
(c) the responsible agency.

(7) A notice of intention to appear must be served no later than 10 working days
after the day on which the person was served with the notice of appeal under
subsection (4).
Parties to appeal

(8) The parties to an appeal under this section are—
(a) the appellant; and
(b) any person who gives a notice of intention to appear.

(9) The High Court Rules 2016 apply if a procedural matter is not provided for by
this section.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 45

101 Judicial review
(1) An application for review under the Judicial Review Procedure Act 2016 (or

any proceeding required by that Act to be treated and disposed of as if it were
an application for judicial review) (a judicial review) that relates to a decision
on a referral application or an approval sought in a substantive application must
be filed with the High Court—
(a) no later than 20 working days after,—

(i) in the case of an application for judicial review that relates to a
decision on a referral application, notice of the decision on the
referral application is published under section 28(1)(b):

(ii) in the case of an application for judicial review that relates to a
decision on an approval, the decision document for the approval is
published under section 88(3); or

(b) within any further time allowed by the High Court on application filed
before the expiry of that 20-working-day period.

(2) If a person wishes to appeal under section 99 in relation to a decision on an
approval and to also apply for judicial review in relation to the same decision,
the person must file the applications for appeal and judicial review together,
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unless the High Court grants leave for the person to file the applications
separately.

(3) If an appeal and an application for judicial review are filed together, the High
Court must try to hear the proceedings together, but need not if the court
considers it impracticable to do so in the circumstances of the particular case.

(4) Except as provided in this section, nothing in this Act limits or affects any right
of judicial review a person may have in respect of any matter to which this Act
applies.
Compare: 2010 No 37 s 159; 2017 No 52 s 23; 2020 No 35 s 13

102 Right of appeal, review, or reconsideration under specified Act
To avoid doubt, no right of appeal, review, or reconsideration under a specified
Act applies to a decision under this Act.

Cost recovery

103 Interpretation
In subpart 2 and sections 104 to 112, unless the context otherwise requires,—
administering agency has the meaning given in section 4(1), and also includes
the Ministry for the Environment, the Ministry for Culture and Heritage, the
Ministry for Primary Industries, the Office for Māori Crown Relations—Te
Arawhiti, and the Ministry of Māori Development—Te Puni Kōkiri in relation
to their functions, duties, and powers under this Act
agency means the EPA, the responsible agency, an administering agency, or a
relevant local authority
application means a referral application, a land exchange application, or a
substantive application
functions, duties, and powers under this Act, in relation to the recovery of
costs, includes—
(a) commissioning advice or other services required to process an applica‐

tion; and
(b) undertaking consultation, negotiating with affected parties, or respond‐

ing to an invitation to comment in relation to an application; and
(c) undertaking the activities described in paragraph (a) or (b) to enable

other persons to perform or exercise their functions, duties, and powers
under this Act; and

(d) preparing advice in preparation for—
(i) performing or exercising functions, duties, and powers; or
(ii) other persons to exercise their functions, duties, and powers under

this Act; and
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(e) appearing at a hearing held by a panel, including preparing for the
hearing; and

(f) provision of secretarial and support services by the EPA or the respon‐
sible agency; and

(g) for approvals described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchanges) that are
subject to conditions, actions taken by the relevant administering agency
to ensure that the conditions continue to be complied with

third party means—
(a) a person (other than an applicant, an agency, the Minister, or a panel)

who—
(i) responds to an invitation from an applicant, an agency, the Minis‐

ter, or a panel to comment on an application; or
(ii) appears at a panel hearing; or
(iii) provides information to a panel in response to a request to do so;

and
(b) any other class of persons specified as a third party by regulations.
Section 103 administering agency: amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 46 of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

104 Cost recovery
(1) An agency may recover from a person who intends to lodge an application the

actual and reasonable costs (determined in accordance with regulations made
under section 108, if any) incurred by the agency in consulting and providing
assistance to the person before the application is lodged (whether or not the
application is subsequently lodged).

(2) If a person lodges an application,—
(a) the EPA may recover from the person the actual and reasonable costs

(determined in accordance with regulations made under section 108,
if any) incurred by the EPA and any other agency in performing or
exercising their functions, duties, or powers under this Act in relation to
the application; and

(b) the Minister may recover from the person the actual and reasonable
costs (determined in accordance with regulations made under section
108, if any) incurred in relation to a panel and a panel convener in
performing or exercising their functions, powers, and duties under this
Act in relation to the application.

(3) The following applies in relation to the recovery of costs incurred in respect of
the preliminary steps set out in sections 29 to 31 and 37 to 39:
(a) if a substantive application is not lodged,—

(i) an agency may recover from the authorised person the actual and
reasonable costs (determined in accordance with regulations made
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under section 108, if any) incurred by the agency in performing or
exercising its functions, duties, or powers; and

(ii) the Minister may recover from the authorised person the actual
and reasonable costs (determined in accordance with regulations
made under section 108, if any) incurred by the Minister in per‐
forming or exercising their functions, duties, or powers; and

(b) if a substantive application is lodged,—
(i) the EPA may recover from the applicant the actual and reasonable

costs (determined in accordance with regulations made under sec‐
tion 108, if any) incurred by the EPA and any other agency in
performing or exercising their functions, duties, or powers; and

(ii) the Minister may recover from the applicant the actual and reason‐
able costs (determined in accordance with regulations made under
section 108, if any) incurred in relation to a panel and a panel
convener in performing or exercising their functions, powers, and
duties.

(4) The EPA may recover from the applicant the costs of contributions made under
section 110 to the costs of relevant third parties.

(5) The EPA must—
(a) recover costs recoverable under this section on behalf of the Minister or

another agency if requested to do so by that Minister or agency; and
(b) subject to any power or duty under regulations to refund a fee or levy,

reimburse the Minister or agency when the costs have been recovered.
(6) This section does not affect a power in a specified Act to recover costs under

that Act.
Section 104(1): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 47 of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 104(2)(a): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 47 of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 104(2)(b): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 47 of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 104(3)(a)(i): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 47 of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 104(3)(a)(ii): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 47 of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 104(3)(b)(i): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 47 of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 104(3)(b)(ii): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 47 of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

105 Delegation of cost-recovery function by Minister
(1) The Minister may, in writing, delegate to the EPA the Minister’s power under

section 104(2)(b).

Part 2 s 105 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024
Version as at

13 March 2026

92

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1539347
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1539347
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1539347
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1539347
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1539347
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1539347
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1539347


(2) A delegation under this section—
(a) is revocable at will, but the revocation does not take effect until it is

communicated in writing to the EPA; and
(b) does not prevent the Minister from performing or exercising the func‐

tions, duties, or powers concerned.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 15

106 Methods of cost recovery
(1) The methods by which costs may be recovered are any 1 of, or any combin‐

ation of 1 or more of, the following:
(a) fixed fees or charges:
(b) estimated fees or charges, or fees or charges based on estimated costs,

paid before the performance of the function, duty, or power, followed by
reconciliation and 1 or more further payments or refunds:

(c) levies.
(2) Interest accruing from the fees, charges, and levies described in subsection (1)

in the period after payment is retained by the EPA and applied to any 1 or more
of the costs that may be—
(a) recovered under section 104:
(b) met under section 109(1)(a) by the imposition of a levy.
Section 106(2): replaced, on 17 December 2025, by section 48 of the Fast-track Approvals Amend‐
ment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

107 Liability to pay costs constitutes debt due
(1) Subsection (2) applies when—

(a) an agency has required a person to pay costs recoverable under section
104(1); and

(b) the costs to be recovered (by any 1 or combination of the methods
described in section 106) are payable.

(2) The costs are a debt due to the agency that is recoverable by the agency in any
court of competent jurisdiction.

(3) Subsection (4) applies when—
(a) the EPA or the Minister has required a person to pay costs recoverable

under section 104(2) or (3); and
(b) the costs to be recovered (by any 1 or combination of the methods

described in section 106) are payable.
(4) The costs are a debt due to the EPA or the Crown that is recoverable by

the EPA, or the EPA on behalf of the Crown, in any court of competent
jurisdiction.
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108 Regulations may set fees, charges, and contributions
(1) Regulations may do any of the following:

(aaa) provide for the costs that may be recovered under section 104(1), (2), or
(3), including by—
(i) setting upper limits:
(ii) setting out criteria for the quantification of costs:
(iii) including or excluding certain categories of costs in or from the

costs that may be recovered:
(a) set the amounts of fees and charges, estimated fees or charges, or fees or

charges based on estimated costs (the fees or charges) for any matters
for which costs may be recovered under section 104:

(b) in the case of estimated fees or charges, set out a reconciliation process,
which may be based on charging rates set by an agency, to establish
any further payment or refund that may be required in respect of an
application:

(c) set the method by which the amount of any fee or charge is to be
calculated:

(d) provide for exemptions from, or waivers or refunds of, a fee or charge,
in whole or in part, in any class of case:

(e) authorise the EPA to grant an exemption, waiver, or refund in any par‐
ticular case or class of case:

(f) determine 1 or more classes of third party (a relevant third party) that
may claim a contribution to their costs:

(g) set—
(i) the method by which the amount of the contribution that may be

claimed by a relevant third party is to be calculated; or
(ii) the amount of that contribution:

(h) set out the process required to be followed, or require a process publicly
notified by the EPA to be followed, for a relevant third party to claim a
contribution to their costs:

(i) provide for, or set out, a dispute resolution process in relation to costs
sought to be recovered under section 104.

(2) If regulations made in relation to subsection (1)(e) authorise the EPA to grant
an exemption, waiver, or refund,—
(a) an instrument granting an exemption, waiver, or refund is secondary

legislation (see Part 3 of the Legislation Act 2019 for publication
requirements), unless it applies only in a particular case; and

(b) the regulations must contain a statement to that effect.
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Legislation Act 2019 requirements for secondary legislation referred to in subsection (2)(a)
Publication The maker must publish it in accordance with the

Legislation (Publication) Regulations 2021
LA19 74(1)(aa)

Presentation The Minister must present it to the House of
Representatives

LA19 s 114

Disallowance It may be disallowed by the House of Representatives LA19 ss 115, 116
This note is not part of the Act.

Section 108(1)(aaa): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 49(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Section 108(1)(i): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 49(2) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

109 Regulations may impose levies
(1) Regulations may do any of the following:

(a) impose a levy payable to the EPA to meet the following:
(i) the costs of the EPA in performing and exercising its functions,

powers, and duties under this Act where those costs are not other‐
wise recovered by fees or charges under regulations:

(ii) the costs of a panel and a panel convener in performing and exer‐
cising their functions, powers, and duties under this Act where
those costs are not otherwise recovered by fees or charges under
regulations:

(iii) the costs of the Minister, the EPA, the responsible agency, a
panel, a panel convener, or an administering agency in relation
to appeals and other legal proceedings related to this Act:

(iv) the costs of collecting the levy:
(v) the costs of financing any shortfall in recovery of costs under this

subsection:
(vi) the costs of recovering fees or charges under section 107:
(vii) any fees or charges payable that are not recovered under section

107:
(b) provide for exemptions from, or waivers or refunds of, a levy, in whole

or in part, in any class of case:
(c) authorise the EPA to grant an exemption, waiver, or refund in any par‐

ticular case or class of case.
(2) Regulations made for a purpose described in subsection (1) must—

(a) specify the persons primarily responsible for paying the levy; and
(b) specify the amount of the levy or a method of calculating or ascertaining

the amount of the levy; and
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(c) specify whether the levy is payable at the time of lodging a referral
application, substantive application, both applications, or at some other
time.

(3) Regulations made for a purpose described in subsection (1) may,—
(a) in setting the amount of the levy or the method of calculating or ascer‐

taining the amount of the levy, provide for any shortfall in recovery,
or over-recovery, of the costs specified in subsection (1)(a) from the
previous 5 financial years (including system set-up costs incurred before
the commencement of this Act):

(b) provide for different levies for different classes of levy payers:
(c) require payment of a levy for a financial year or part financial year, irre‐

spective of the fact that the regulations may be made after that financial
year has commenced:

(d) provide for the payment and collection of levies.
(4) The EPA must ensure that each levy payment received is separately accounted

for.
(5) The Minister must, before recommending any change to a levy imposed by

regulations (but not before recommending the initial levy regulations),—
(a) consult prospective levy payers that the Minister considers are affected

by the changes; and
(b) have regard to—

(i) the anticipated value of the spending that would be funded by the
levy during the 5 years following the change; and

(ii) the anticipated number of levy payers during the 5 years following
the change; and

(iii) the appropriate contribution level for each class of levy payer.
(6) If regulations made in relation to subsection (1)(c) authorise the EPA to grant

an exemption, waiver, or refund,—
(a) an instrument granting an exemption, waiver, or refund is secondary

legislation (see Part 3 of the Legislation Act 2019 for publication
requirements), unless it applies only in a particular case; and

(b) the regulations must contain a statement to that effect.
Legislation Act 2019 requirements for secondary legislation referred to in subsection (6)(a)
Publication The maker must publish it in accordance with the

Legislation (Publication) Regulations 2021
LA19 74(1)(aa)

Presentation The Minister must present it to the House of
Representatives

LA19 s 114

Disallowance It may be disallowed by the House of Representatives LA19 ss 115, 116
This note is not part of the Act.
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Section 109(2)(b): editorial change made by the PCO, on 12 May 2025, under sections 86(1) and
87(l)(ii) of the Legislation Act 2019 (2019 No 58).

110 Contribution to costs of relevant third parties
(1) The EPA must pay a contribution to the costs of a third party in accordance

with regulations.
(2) The Minister must, before recommending any change to regulations made in

relation to subsection (1) (but not before recommending the initial contribution
regulations), consult the persons that the Minister considers appropriate.

111 Land exchange cost recovery by third parties
(1) This section applies in respect of a substantive application for an approval

described in section 42(4)(f) (land exchange).
(2) If an applicant is required to negotiate with the holder of an interest in land

(an interest holder), the interest holder may recover the actual and reasonable
costs that they incur in relation to negotiating the land exchange from the
applicant (whether or not the negotiation results in a land exchange).

(3) Actual and reasonable costs payable under subsection (2) are a debt due to
the interest holder that is recoverable by them in any court of competent
jurisdiction.

112 Liability for costs if application lodged, or to be lodged, by more than 1
person

(1) This section applies if an application is lodged, or is intended to be lodged, by
more than 1 person.

(2) Those persons are jointly and severally liable for the costs that may be recov‐
ered in relation to the application under section 104 or 111.

Service of documents

113 Service of documents
(1) If a notice or other document is to be served on a person for the purposes of

this Act,—
(a) if the person has specified an electronic address as an address for service

for the matter to which the document relates and has not requested a
method of service listed in paragraph (b), the document must be served
by sending it to the electronic address:

(b) if the person has not specified an electronic or other address as an
address for service or if the person has requested any of the follow‐
ing methods of service, the document may be served by the requested
method or any of the following methods:
(i) delivering it to the person:
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(ii) leaving it at the person’s usual or last known place of residence or
business or at the address specified by the person in any notice,
application, or other document given under this Act:

(iii) sending it by post to the person’s usual or last known place of
residence or business or to the address specified by the person in
any notice, application, or other document given under this Act:

(iv) complying with a means of service prescribed in regulations.
(2) However, if the document is to be served on a person to commence, or in

the course of, court proceedings, subsection (1) does not apply if the court,
whether expressly or in its rules or practices, requires a different method of
service.

(3) Nothing in subsection (1) overrides the provisions of the Electronic Courts and
Tribunals Act 2016.

(4) If a notice or other document is to be served on a Minister of the Crown
for the purposes of this Act, service on the chief executive of the appropriate
department in accordance with subsection (1) is to be treated as service on the
Minister.

(5) If a notice or other document is to be served on a body (whether incorporated
or not) for the purposes of this Act, service on an officer of the body, or on the
registered office of the body, in accordance with subsection (1) is to be treated
as service on the body.

(6) If a notice or other document is to be served on a partnership for the purposes
of this Act, service on any one of the partners in accordance with subsections
(1) and (5) is to be treated as service on the partnership.

(7) However, in relation to any partnership that is a firm under the Partnership Law
Act 2019, section 30 of that Act applies in relation to service of notices under
this section.

(8) Despite subsection (1), if a notice or other document is to be served on a
Crown organisation for the purposes of this Act, it may be served—
(a) by delivering it at the organisation’s head office or principal place of

business; or
(b) by sending it to the electronic address that the organisation has specified

for its head office or principal place of business; or
(c) by a method agreed between the organisation and the person serving the

notice or document.
(9) If a notice or other document is sent by post to a person in accordance with

this section, it is to be treated, in the absence of proof to the contrary, as
having been received by the person at the time when the letter would have been
delivered in the ordinary course of the post.
Compare: 1986 No 5 s 102(1); 1991 No 69 s 352
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114 Notices in relation to Māori land
Part 10 of Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993 applies to the service of notices
under this Act on the owners of Māori land, except that if the notice is an
invitation to comment, the period fixed for the owners to provide comments
may not be extended by more than 40 working days under section 181(4) of
that Act, unless otherwise provided by the Minister or panel, as the case may
be.
Compare: 1991 No 69 s 353

Provisions relating to particular approvals

115 Schedules 5 to 12 have effect
Schedules 5 to 12 have effect according to their terms.

Secondary legislation

116 Regulations
(1) The Governor-General may, by Order in Council made on the recommendation

of the Minister, make regulations for 1 or more of the following purposes:
(a) providing for procedural and administrative matters for the purposes of

this Act:
(b) specifying requirements for a referral application or a substantive appli‐

cation, including—
(i) the form or manner in which the application must be made:
(ii) information that must be included in the application:

(c) providing for anything this Act says may or must be provided for by
regulations:

(d) providing for anything incidental that is necessary for carrying out, or
giving full effect to, this Act.

(2) Regulations may not be made under subsection (1)(a) in relation to the proced‐
ure or administration of a court.

(3) Regulations made under this section are secondary legislation (see Part 3 of the
Legislation Act 2019 for publication requirements).
Legislation Act 2019 requirements for secondary legislation made under this section
Publication PCO must publish it on the legislation website and notify

it in the Gazette
LA19 s 69(1)(c)

Presentation The Minister must present it to the House of
Representatives

LA19 s 114

Disallowance It may be disallowed by the House of Representatives LA19 ss 115, 116
This note is not part of the Act.
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117 Order in Council to amend authorised person in Schedule 2
(1) The Governor-General may, by Order in Council made on the recommendation

of the Minister, amend Schedule 2 to change the authorised person for a listed
project.

(2) The Minister may make the recommendation on application if the Minister is
satisfied, after considering the application, that—
(a) the proposed authorised person (the person) is capable of undertaking

the project; and
(b) it is appropriate for the person to do so based on their compliance history

under the specified Acts.
(3) An application must set out—

(a) the person’s interest in the listed project; and
(b) the person’s legal interest (if any) in the land that comprises the project

area; and
(c) a summary of compliance or enforcement actions (if any), and the out‐

come of those actions, taken against the person under a specified Act
(together with confirmation of that summary from the relevant author‐
ities); and

(d) evidence that—
(i) the person would be eligible to apply for every approval under a

specified Act that corresponds to an approval that is to be applied
for under this Act for the project; and

(ii) if the approvals that are to be applied for under this Act include
an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining permit), the
conditions in section 42(11) would be met.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (2), if there is, or there is proposed to be, more
than 1 authorised person for a listed project, the Minister must be satisfied
that, considered together, the persons who would be the authorised person
or persons for the project after the Order in Council comes into force meet
paragraphs (a) and (b) of that subsection.

(5) If an application under this section is lodged by more than 1 person,—
(a) the application must set out the information required by subsection (3)(a)

to (c) for each person; and
(b) for the purposes of subsection (3)(d)(i), the application must set out

evidence that each person would be eligible to apply for each approval
under a specified Act that corresponds to an approval that the person is
proposed to hold for the project under this Act.

(6) An Order in Council made under this section is secondary legislation (see Part
3 of the Legislation Act 2019 for publication requirements).
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Legislation Act 2019 requirements for secondary legislation made under this section
Publication PCO must publish it on the legislation website and notify

it in the Gazette
LA19 s 69(1)(c)

Presentation The Minister must present it to the House of
Representatives

LA19 s 114

Disallowance It may be disallowed by the House of Representatives LA19 ss 115, 116
This note is not part of the Act.

117A Order in Council to amend description in Schedule 2
(1) The Governor-General may, by Order in Council made on the recommendation

of the Minister, amend Schedule 2 to amend—
(a) the project description of a listed project:
(b) the description of the approximate geographical location of a listed

project.
(2) The Minister must not make the recommendation unless the Minister is satis‐

fied that the scope of the listed project will not be substantially different as a
result of the amendment, taking into account—
(a) the significant regional or national benefits of the project; and
(b) the purpose of the project; and
(c) the location, scale, and nature of the works involved in the project.

(3) To avoid doubt, no new projects may be added to the list in Schedule 2 by an
Order in Council made under this section.

(4) An Order in Council made under this section is secondary legislation (see Part
3 of the Legislation Act 2019 for publication requirements).
Legislation Act 2019 requirements for secondary legislation made under this section
Publication PCO must publish it on the legislation website and notify

it in the Gazette
LA19 s 69(1)(c)

Presentation The Minister must present it to the House of
Representatives

LA19 s 114

Disallowance It may be disallowed by the House of Representatives LA19 ss 115, 116
This note is not part of the Act.

Section 117A: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 50 of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment
Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

118 Order in Council to amend Schedule 4
(1) The Governor-General may, by Order in Council made on the recommendation

of the Minister of Conservation, amend Schedule 4.
(2) Before making a recommendation, the Minister of Conservation must consult

to the extent that is reasonably practicable, having regard to all the circum‐
stances of the particular case, those persons the Minister has reason to believe
are representative of interests likely to be substantially affected by the Order in
Council or representative of some aspect of the public interest.
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(3) No Order in Council may be made under this section that results in land within
a category of land described in Schedule 4 being excluded from that schedule.

(4) An Order in Council made under this section is secondary legislation (see Part
3 of the Legislation Act 2019 for publication requirements).
Legislation Act 2019 requirements for secondary legislation made under this section
Publication PCO must publish it on the legislation website and notify

it in the Gazette
LA19 s 69(1)(c)

Presentation The Minister must present it to the House of
Representatives

LA19 s 114

Disallowance It may be disallowed by the House of Representatives LA19 ss 115, 116
This note is not part of the Act.

Amendments

119 Amendment to Resource Management (Natural and Built Environment
and Spatial Planning Repeal and Interim Fast-track Consenting) Act 2023
Section 120 amends the Resource Management (Natural and Built Environ‐
ment and Spatial Planning Repeal and Interim Fast-track Consenting) Act
2023.

120 Schedule 1 amended
In Schedule 1, repeal clauses 4 to 9 and the cross-heading above clause 4.

121 Amendments to other legislation
Amend the legislation specified in Schedule 13 as set out in that schedule.
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Schedule 1
Transitional, savings, and related provisions

s 6

Part 1
Provisions relating to this Act as enacted

1 Interpretation
In this Part,—
commencement means the day on which this Act comes into force
Interim Fast-track Consenting Act means the Resource Management (Nat‐
ural and Built Environment and Spatial Planning Repeal and Interim Fast-track
Consenting) Act 2023.

Existing applications

2 Existing fast-track applications
(1) This clause applies to an application made under the fast-track consenting

process continued by clause 8 of Schedule 1 of the Interim Fast-track Consent‐
ing Act that was made or lodged, but not finally determined, before commence‐
ment.

(2) If the application has not been withdrawn before that date, the application
must continue to be processed and determined under the Interim Fast-track
Consenting Act as if that Act had not been amended by this Act.

(3) The provisions of the Interim Fast-track Consenting Act that are repealed by
this Act remain in force for the purpose of completing any matter commenced
under the Interim Fast-track Consenting Act before the repeal of those provi‐
sions.

(4) The matters referred to in subclause (3) include, without limitation,—
(a) the functions, duties, and powers of the Minister for the Environment,

the Minister of Conservation (for a referral application (to which the
Interim Fast-track Consenting Act applies) that relates to an activity
within the coastal marine area), the EPA, expert consenting panels, the
Chief Environment Court Judge, and courts that relate to the application:

(b) rights of appeal against decisions made in respect of the application
under the Interim Fast-track Consenting Act:

(c) court proceedings (including judicial review proceedings) that relate to a
decision made in respect of the application under the Interim Fast-track
Consenting Act, whether pending or filed after commencement:

(d) the recovery of costs of the processes under Part 2 of Schedule 10 of the
Natural and Built Environment Act 2023, as provided for in clause 94 of
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that schedule, and as applied by clause 8 of Schedule 1 of the Interim
Fast-track Consenting Act.

(5) The obligation in clause 4 of Schedule 1 of the Interim Fast-track Consenting
Act to uphold Treaty settlements, the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti
Porou Act 2019, and other arrangements remains in force in relation to the
application.

3 Withdrawal of applications
(1) An applicant may withdraw their application continued by clause 8 of Schedule

1 of the Interim Fast-track Consenting Act by giving notice in writing to the
EPA.

(2) The EPA must return an application if no information or responses are received
from the applicant within 12 months after commencement.

(3) An application returned under subclause (2) must be treated as having been
withdrawn.

New applications

4 New applications and related matters may not be lodged
before 7 February 2025
The following may not be lodged before 7 February 2025:
(a) a referral application:
(b) a pre-request aquaculture agreement that would be lodged under section

31:
(c) a land exchange application:
(d) information relating to an approval described in section 42(4)(n) (mining

permit) that would be lodged under section 37:
(e) a substantive application.

Part 2
Provisions relating to Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025

Schedule 1 Part 2: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

5 Interpretation
In this Part,—
amendment Act means the Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025
application means any of the following:
(a) a land exchange application:
(b) a referral application:
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(c) a substantive application
first commencement date means the date on which the amendment Act comes
into force under section 2(1) of that Act (the day after the amendment Act
receives Royal assent)
new clause means the specified clause as amended, replaced, or inserted by the
amendment Act
new section means the specified section as amended, replaced, or inserted by
the amendment Act
old section means the specified section as in force immediately before being
amended, replaced, or inserted by the amendment Act
second commencement date means the date on which the amendment Act
comes into force under section 2(2) of that Act (31 March 2026).
Schedule 1 clause 5: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

Transitional provisions relating to applications
Heading: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment
Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

6 Application of amendments to applications lodged before first
commencement date

(1) This Act, as in force immediately before the first commencement date, con‐
tinues to apply in respect of an application lodged before the first commence‐
ment date.

(2) However,—
(a) if the application is a referral application and it is not decided under

section 21 before the first commencement date, new section 22 applies
in respect of that application on and after the first commencement date:

(b) if the application is a substantive application and the approvals sought in
the application have not been decided under section 81 before the first
commencement date, the following provisions apply in respect of that
application on and after the first commencement date:
(i) new section 60:
(ii) new sections 62 to 66:
(iii) new section 81:
(iv) new section 84A:
(v) new clause 20 of Schedule 11:

(c) if the application is a substantive application and the approvals sought in
the application have not been decided under section 81 before the second
commencement date, the following provisions apply in respect of that
application on and after the second commencement date:
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(i) new sections 68A and 68B:
(ii) new section 88.

Schedule 1 clause 6: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

7 Application of amendments to applications lodged between first
commencement date and second commencement date

(1) This Act, as in force on the first commencement date, continues to apply in
respect of an application that is lodged—
(a) on or after the first commencement date; but
(b) before the second commencement date.

(2) However, if the application is a substantive application and the approvals
sought in the application have not been decided under section 81 before the
second commencement date, the following provisions apply in respect of that
application on and after the second commencement date:
(a) new sections 68A and 68B:
(b) new section 88.
Schedule 1 clause 7: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

8 Application of amendments to applications lodged after second
commencement date
This Act, as in force on the second commencement date, applies in respect of
an application that is lodged on or after the second commencement date.
Schedule 1 clause 8: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

9 Application of clauses 10 to 14
Clauses 10 to 14 apply despite clause 7 or 8 (whichever applies).
Schedule 1 clause 9: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

10 Notification under section 11 if consultation undertaken before second
commencement date

(1) This clause applies if an applicant has, as at the second commencement date,
consulted or started consulting under old section 11.

(2) The applicant is not required to notify any person or group referred to in
section 11(1)(b) that the applicant consulted or started consulting before the
second commencement date.

(3) The applicant must notify any person or group referred to in section 11(1)(b)
that the applicant has not consulted or started consulting before the second
commencement date.
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(4) The applicant must finish their pre-commencement consultation.
(5) Section 13(4)(k)(i) applies, in respect of pre-commencement consultation, as

if the reference to consultation undertaken for the purposes of section 11(1)(a)
were a reference to consultation undertaken for the purposes of old section 11.

(6) In this clause, pre-commencement consultation means consultation that was
completed or started under old section 11 before the second commencement
date.
Schedule 1 clause 10: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

11 Notification under section 29 if consultation undertaken before second
commencement date

(1) This clause applies if an authorised person has, as at the second commence‐
ment date, consulted or started consulting under old section 29.

(2) The authorised person is not required to notify any person or group referred to
in section 29(1)(aa) that the authorised person consulted or started consulting
before the second commencement date.

(3) The authorised person must notify any person or group referred to in section
29(1)(aa) that the authorised person has not consulted or started consulting
before the second commencement date.

(4) The authorised person must finish their pre-commencement consultation.
(5) Section 43(2)(a)(i) applies, in respect of pre-commencement consultation, as if

the reference to section 29 were a reference to old section 29.
(6) In this clause, pre-commencement consultation means consultation that was

completed or started under old section 29 before the second commencement
date.
Schedule 1 clause 11: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

12 Identification of existing resource consent if notification provided before
first commencement

(1) This clause applies if an authorised person has, as at the first commencement
date, notified 1 or more consent authorities under old section 30(2).

(2) Old section 30 continues to apply in respect of the substantive application.
Schedule 1 clause 12: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

13 Appeal by person or group that received invitation to comment before first
commencement date
Old section 99 continues to apply in respect of any person or group that, before
the first commencement date, received an invitation to comment under this
Act.
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Schedule 1 clause 13: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

14 Interest on fees, charges, and levies paid before first commencement date
Section 106(2) applies in respect of any fees, charges, and levies described in
section 106(1) that are paid before the first commencement date.
Schedule 1 clause 14: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

Transitional provision relating to consultation on Government policy statement
Heading: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals Amendment
Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

15 Consultation on Government policy statement undertaken before first
commencement date
Any consultation undertaken before the first commencement date that is of the
kind referred to in new section 10A(3) must be treated as consultation required
for the purposes of that section.
Schedule 1 clause 15: inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 51(a) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
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Appointment, etc, of panel convener and panel members

1 Appointment of panel convener
(1) The Minister may, after consulting the other relevant portfolio Ministers,

appoint any of the following to be the panel convener for the purposes of
this Act:
(a) a former (including retired) Environment Judge:
(b) a former (including retired) High Court Judge:
(c) a senior lawyer with expertise in resource management.

(2) The panel convener is appointed for a term determined by the Minister.
(3) The Minister may at any time remove the panel convener for just cause (within

the meaning of clause 9(3)), and clause 9(2) applies with any necessary modifi‐
cations.

(4) The panel convener may resign their office at any time by notice in writing to
the Minister.
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(5) The panel convener, unless they earlier resign or are removed from office
under subclause (3), continues in office until their successor is appointed by the
Minister.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 2

2 Associate panel conveners
Appointment of associate panel conveners

(1) The Minister may, after consulting the other relevant portfolio Ministers,
appoint any of the following to be an associate panel convener for the purposes
of this Act:
(a) a former (including retired) Environment Judge:
(b) a former (including retired) High Court Judge:
(c) a senior lawyer with expertise in resource management.

(2) An associate panel convener is appointed for a term determined by the Minis‐
ter.

(3) The Minister may at any time remove an associate panel convener for just
cause (within the meaning of clause 9(3)), and clause 9(2) applies with any
necessary modifications.

(4) An associate panel convener may resign their office at any time by notice in
writing to the Minister.
Delegations to associate panel conveners

(5) The panel convener may, in consultation with the Minister,—
(a) delegate to an associate panel convener any of the panel convener’s

functions, duties, or powers under this Act (other than the power under
this subclause):

(b) at any time, revoke a delegation.
(6) A revocation under subclause (5)(b) does not take effect until it is communica‐

ted in writing to the associate panel convener.
(7) A delegation under subclause (5) does not prevent the panel convener from

performing or exercising the functions, duties, or powers concerned.

3 Membership of panels
(1) The panel convener may appoint up to 4 persons to be members of a panel

set up to consider, and make decisions on the approvals sought in, 1 or more
substantive applications.

(2) Before appointing the members of a panel, the panel convener may, but need
not, consult—
(a) the Minister:
(b) if the panel is set up for a substantive application that seeks an approval

described in section 42(4)(k) (marine consent), the EPA.
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(3) The membership of a panel must include 1 person nominated by the relevant
local authorities.

(4) The person nominated by the relevant local authorities may, but need not, be an
elected member of any of the local authorities.

(5) If the relevant local authorities nominate more than 1 person for appointment
as a panel member, the panel convener must decide which one of those nom‐
inees is to be appointed as a panel member.

(6) If the relevant local authorities do not make a nomination under subclause
(3), the panel convener must appoint a person with the appropriate skills and
experience to be a member of the panel (see clause 7(1)).

(7) Despite the limit specified on the membership by subclause (1), that number
may be exceeded (including by the appointment of more than 1 person nomin‐
ated under subclause (3)), at the discretion of the panel convener, if warranted
by, or required to accommodate,—
(a) the circumstances unique to a particular district or region; or
(b) the number of applications that have to be considered in that particular

district or region; or
(c) the nature and scale of the application under consideration; or
(d) matters unique to any relevant iwi participation legislation; or
(e) the collective knowledge and experience needed under clause 7(1).

(8) If a substantive application seeks an approval described in section 42(4)(k)
(marine consent), the relevant local authorities for the purposes of this clause
are,—
(a) if the approval is for a cross-boundary activity as defined in section 88

of the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environmental
Effects) Act 2012, the local authority for each region or district in which
part of the activity is or is intended to be undertaken:

(b) in any other case, each local authority whose region or district is likely
to be affected by the activity for which the approval is sought.

(9) The members of a panel are appointed to perform and exercise the functions,
duties, or powers of a panel in relation to the substantive application for which
they have been appointed (including any appeals in relation to any approvals
sought in the application).

(10) This clause is subject to clause 7 (which imposes requirements regarding the
qualifications of individual panel members and the collective knowledge and
experience of the panel).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 3; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 46
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4 Chairperson of panel
(1) The panel convener must appoint, as one of the members appointed under

clause 3, a suitably qualified lawyer or planner with experience in relevant law
to be the chairperson of a panel.

(2) However, the panel convener may act as the chairperson of a panel instead of
appointing another person as chairperson of the panel.

(3) Despite subclauses (1) and (2), the panel convener may, if the circumstances
require it, appoint a person who is accredited under section 39A of the
Resource Management Act 1991 to be the chairperson of a panel.

(4) In the event of an equality of votes, the chairperson of the panel has a casting
vote.

(5) A panel has a quorum of 3 members.
(6) The panel may modify the requirements in subclauses (4) and (5) to provide

for—
(a) different requirements under relevant iwi participation legislation:
(b) any increase in the number of panel members.

(7) The panel convener may, but need not, consult the Minister before performing
a duty or exercising a power referred to in subclause (1), (2), (3), or (6).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 4; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 47

5 Conduct of hearings and other procedural matters in context of Treaty
settlements and other arrangements

(1) This clause applies if any Treaty settlement Act, the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā
Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019, or any other iwi participation legislation, or any
Mana Whakahono a Rohe or joint management agreement, includes procedural
arrangements relating to the appointment of a decision-making body for hear‐
ings and other procedural matters, such as the following:
(a) a requirement for iwi or hapū to participate in the appointment of hear‐

ing commissioners to determine resource consent applications or notice
of requirement lodged under the Resource Management Act 1991:

(b) a requirement that notice be given to any person or specified class of
person of any steps in a resource management process:

(c) any consultation requirements with iwi or hapū:
(d) any other matter of procedure for determining a matter granted under a

specified Act that corresponds to an approval under this Act.
(2) The panel convener or panel must—

(a) comply with the arrangements in the legislation, arrangement, or agree‐
ment referred to in subclause (1) as if they were a relevant decision
maker (such as a local authority, department, Crown entity, or board of
inquiry); or
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(b) obtain the agreement of the relevant party under the legislation, arrange‐
ment, or agreement to adopt a modified arrangement that is consistent
with achieving the purpose of this Act and the other legislation, arrange‐
ment, or agreement referred to in subclause (1).

(3) The party referred to in subclause (2)(b) may not unreasonably withhold their
agreement to a modified arrangement (as described in that subclause).

(4) If the panel convener or panel are unable to obtain agreement under subclause
(2)(b) (in circumstances where that agreement is not unreasonably withheld)
they must stop processing the substantive application and must direct the EPA
to return the application to the applicant immediately.

(5) The panel must also direct the EPA to give written notice to the following that
processing of the substantive application has stopped:
(a) the relevant local authorities; and
(b) if advice or a report has been requested from a person under section 51

and is yet to be provided to the EPA, that person; and
(c) if a recommendation has been requested from the relevant chief execu‐

tive under section 48 and is yet to be made, the relevant chief executive;
and

(d) if persons or groups have been invited to provide comments under sec‐
tion 35 or 53, those persons or groups.

(6) The panel and a person referred to in subclause (5)(b) or (c) must stop process‐
ing the substantive application if they receive notice of the stoppage.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 5

6 Appointment of replacement panel member
The panel convener may, at any time and in consultation with the Minister,
appoint a new member to replace a member who is removed under clause 9 or
who resigns or dies.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 6

7 Skills and experience of members of panel
(1) The members of a panel—

(a) must, collectively, have—
(i) knowledge, skills, and expertise relevant to the approvals sought

in the substantive application; and
(ii) expertise in environmental matters; and

(b) must include at least 1 member who has an understanding of te ao Māori
and Māori development.

(2) A person is not ineligible for appointment as a panel member by reason only
that the person is a member of a particular iwi or hapū (including an iwi or a
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hapū that is represented by an iwi authority that must be invited by the panel to
comment on the application).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 7; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 48

8 Remuneration of panel convener and panel members
(1) The panel convener and members of the panel are entitled—

(a) to receive remuneration not within paragraph (b) for services as the
panel convener or a member at a rate and of a kind determined by the
Minister in accordance with the fees framework; and

(b) in accordance with the fees framework, to be reimbursed for actual and
reasonable travelling and other expenses incurred in carrying out their
office as the panel convener or as a panel member as if the convener and
members were members of a statutory board for the purposes of the Fees
and Travelling Allowances Act 1951.

(2) For the purposes of subclause (1), fees framework means the framework
determined by the Government from time to time for the classification and
remuneration of statutory and other bodies in which the Crown has an interest.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 8; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 49

9 Removal and resignation of panel members
(1) The panel convener may remove any person appointed to a panel under this

schedule for just cause.
(2) The person may be removed with as little formality and technicality, and as

much expedition, as is permitted by—
(a) the principles of natural justice; and
(b) a proper consideration of the matter.

(3) In this clause, just cause includes misconduct, inability to perform the func‐
tions of office, neglect of duty, and breach of duty (depending on the serious‐
ness of the breach).

(4) A member of the panel may resign at any time as a member by notice in
writing to the panel convener.
Compare: 2004 No 115 ss 40, 41; 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 9; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 52

Procedural and administrative matters

10 Procedures of panel
(1) A panel must regulate its own procedure as it thinks appropriate, without

procedural formality, and in a manner that best promotes the just and timely
determination of the approvals sought in a substantive application.

(2) A panel may appoint a special adviser to assist the panel with a substantive
application in relation to any matters the panel may determine.
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(3) A panel may, at any time, appoint technical advisers, including from a depart‐
ment, Crown entity, or relevant local authority, as it thinks appropriate.

(4) A panel may use or allow any remote access facility that will assist in the
determination of the approvals sought in a substantive application.

(5) A panel must keep a full record of its proceedings.
(6) This clause is subject to section 57 and any other provisions of this Act that are

relevant to the procedure of a panel.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 10

11 Protection of sensitive information
When a panel is assessing a proposed approval under the Resource Manage‐
ment Act 1991, section 42 of that Act applies with any necessary modifica‐
tions, as if the panel were a board of inquiry given authority to conduct a
hearing under section 149J of that Act.

12 Support and advice available to panels
(1) The EPA must provide advice and secretariat support to—

(a) the person convening the panel and appointing the panel chair; and
(b) members of the panel when carrying out their functions and duties under

this Act; and
(c) the panel in its role of deciding any matters before it.

(2) A relevant local authority must assist the panel by providing advice within the
knowledge of the authority, if requested by the panel.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 11; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 50

13 Liability of panel convener, associate panel convener, and members
(1) The panel convener or an associate panel convener is not liable for anything

that they do or omit to do in good faith in performing or exercising their
functions, duties, or powers under this Act.

(2) The members appointed to a panel are not liable for anything that a member
does or omits to do in good faith in performing or exercising the functions,
duties, or powers of the panel.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 5 cl 12; 2023 No 46 Schedule 10 cl 51
Schedule 3 clause 13: replaced, on 17 December 2025, by section 53(4) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
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Schedule 4
Land on which non-mining activities are ineligible

ss 5, 118

1 Any national park (within the meaning of section 2 of the National Parks Act
1980).

2 Any reserve classified as a nature reserve under section 20 of the Reserves Act
1977.

3 Any reserve classified as a scientific reserve under section 21 of the Reserves
Act 1977.

4 Any part of a reserve set apart as a wilderness area under section 47(1) of the
Reserves Act 1977.

5 Any conservation area declared under section 18AA or 18(1) of the Conserva‐
tion Act 1987 as—
(a) a wilderness area; or
(b) a sanctuary area.

6 Any area declared a wildlife sanctuary under section 9(1) of the Wildlife Act
1953.

7 Any area declared a marine reserve under section 4(1) of the Marine Reserves
Act 1971.

8 Any land within a wetland and notified to the Ramsar Secretariat by the Minis‐
ter for the time being responsible for the Ramsar Administrative Authority (as
the terms Ramsar Secretariat and Ramsar Administrative Authority are defined
in section 2(1) of the Conservation Act 1987).

9 The area described in the Otahu Dedicated Area Notice 1976 (Gazette 1976,
p 654).

10 The area described in the Parakawai Geological Area Notice 1980 (Gazette
1980, p 2408).

11 All land—
(a) held, managed, or administered under the Conservation Act 1987, or

under any enactment set out in Schedule 1 of that Act, as at 1 October
1991; and

(b) situated on any island in the area bounded by latitude 35°50′S and lati‐
tude 37°10′S, and longitude 177°E and longitude 174°35′E, other than
the following islands in the Mercury Islands group:
(i) Red Mercury Island (Whakau):
(ii) Ātiu or Middle Island:
(iii) Green Island:
(iv) Korapuki Island.
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12 The following scenic reserves:
(a) Kaikoura Island Scenic Reserve in Auckland City (Gazette 2004,

p 3688):
(b) Rakitu Island Scenic Reserve (Gazette 1995, p 4265).
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Schedule 5
Approvals relating to Resource Management Act 1991

s 115

Contents
Page

1 Interpretation 151
Information required in referral application

2 Information about resource consent or notice of requirement
required in referral application

152

3 Information about change or cancellation of condition required in
referral application

152

4 Information about certificate of compliance required in referral
application

152

Application requirements, etc, for substantive application
5 Information required in consent application 152
6 Information required to assess environmental effects 155
7 Matters to be covered in assessment of environmental effects 155
8 Information required in application for subdivision or reclamation 156
9 Information required in application including standard freshwater

fisheries activity
157

10 Information required in application for change or cancellation of
condition

157

11 Information required in application for certificate of compliance 157
12 Information required in notice of requirement 158
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23 Criteria for assessment of application for change or cancellation of
condition

165

24 Criteria and other matters for assessment of notice of requirement 165
25 Conditions on designation 166
26 Content of decision document for resource consent or designation 166
27 Criteria and other matters for assessment of applications for

certificate of compliance
166

28 Content of decision document for certificate of compliance 167
Provisions applying to approvals once granted

29 Panel may waive requirement for outline plan for designation 167
30 Designations to be included in district plans 167
31 Status of resource consents or certificates of compliance granted,

or designations confirmed or modified, under this Act and role of
local authority

167

32 Interim effect of designations 169
33 Application of subpart 4 of Part 9A of Fisheries Act 1996 169
34 Aquaculture decision by panel to be treated as determination for

purposes of Fisheries Act 1996
169

35 Notification of aquaculture agreement or compensation declaration 169
36 Resource Management Act 1991 modified in respect of conditions

made under clause 20(5)(b)
170

1 Interpretation
In this schedule,—
application for the change or cancellation of a condition means an applica‐
tion for an approval described in section 42(4)(b)
certificate of compliance means an approval of the kind described in section
42(4)(c)
coastal permit means a resource consent to do something in a coastal marine
area that otherwise would contravene any of sections 12, 14, 15, 15A, and 15B
of the Resource Management Act 1991
consent application means an application for an approval described in section
42(4)(a)
designation means a designation for which an application is lodged under
section 42(4)(d)
notice of requirement means an application for an approval described in
section 42(4)(d)
resource consent or consent means an approval of the kind described in
section 42(4)(a).
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Information required in referral application

2 Information about resource consent or notice of requirement required in
referral application

(1) The information required to be provided under section 13(4)(y)(i) is—
(a) an assessment of the project against—

(i) any relevant national policy statement; and
(ii) any relevant national environmental standards; and
(iii) if relevant, the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement; and

(b) in relation to any proposed approval that is a resource consent, whether,
to the best of the applicant’s knowledge, there are any existing resource
consents of the kind referred to in section 30(3)(a).

(2) If the referral application is to be lodged by more than 1 person, the reference
to the applicant in subclause (1)(b) must be read as a reference to the person
who is to be identified in the application as the proposed holder of the resource
consent.

3 Information about change or cancellation of condition required in referral
application
The information to be provided under section 13(4)(y)(ii) is information about
whether the change or cancellation of the condition is material to the imple‐
mentation or delivery of the project.

4 Information about certificate of compliance required in referral
application
The information required to be provided under section 13(4)(y)(iii) is infor‐
mation that shows the activity that the certificate of compliance is intended
to cover can be done lawfully in the particular location without a resource
consent.

Application requirements, etc, for substantive application

5 Information required in consent application
(1) For the purposes of section 43(3)(a), a consent application must include the

following information:
(a) a description of the proposed activity; and
(b) a description and map of the site at which the activity is to occur,

including whether the site is within or adjacent to—
(i) a statutory area (as defined in the relevant Treaty settlement Act);

or
(ii) ngā rohe moana o ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou; or
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(iii) a protected customary rights area under the Marine and Coastal
Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011; and

(c) confirmation that the consent application complies with section 46(2)(a),
(b), and (d); and

(d) the full name and address of—
(i) each owner of the site and of land adjacent to the site; and
(ii) each occupier of the site and of land adjacent to the site whom the

applicant is able to identify after reasonable inquiry; and
(e) a description of any other activities that are part of the proposal to which

the consent application relates; and
(f) a description of any other resource consents, notices of requirement for

designations, or alterations to designations required for the project to
which the consent application relates; and

(g) an assessment of the activity against sections 5, 6, and 7 of the Resource
Management Act 1991; and

(h) an assessment of the activity against any relevant provisions in any of
the documents listed in subclause (2); and

(i) information about any Treaty settlements that apply in the area covered
by the consent application, including—
(i) identification of the relevant provisions in those Treaty settle‐

ments; and
(ii) a summary of any redress provided by those settlements that

affects natural and physical resources relevant to the project or
project area; and

(j) a list of any relevant customary marine title groups, protected custom‐
ary rights groups, ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou (where an application is
within, adjacent to or directly affecting ngā rohe moana o ngā hapū o
Ngāti Porou), or applicants under the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai
Moana) Act 2011; and

(k) the conditions that the applicant proposes for the resource consent; and
(l) if a notice under section 30(3)(b) or (5) has been received,—

(i) a copy of that notice showing that it was received within the time
frame specified in section 30(6)(b); and

(ii) if a notice has been received under section 30(5), any more up-to-
date information that the applicant is aware of about the existing
resource consent referred to in the notice.

(2) The documents referred to in subclause (1)(h) are the following:
(a) a national environmental standard:
(b) other regulations made under the Resource Management Act 1991:

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 Schedule 5

153

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM3213102
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM3213102
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM231905
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM231907
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM231910
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM3213102
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM3213102
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM230264


(c) a national policy statement:
(d) a New Zealand coastal policy statement:
(e) a regional policy statement or proposed regional policy statement:
(f) a plan or proposed plan:
(g) a planning document recognised by a relevant iwi authority and lodged

with a local authority.
(3) An assessment under subclause (1)(h) must include an assessment of the activ‐

ity against—
(a) any relevant objectives, policies, or rules in a document listed in sub‐

clause (2); and
(b) any requirement, condition, or permission in any rules in any of those

documents; and
(c) any other requirements in any of those documents.

(4) A consent application must include an assessment of the activity’s effects on
the environment that—
(a) includes the information required by clause 6; and
(b) covers the matters specified in clause 7.

(5) A consent application must also include the following information:
(a) if a permitted activity is part of the proposal to which the consent appli‐

cation relates, a description that demonstrates that the activity complies
with the requirements, conditions, and permissions for the permitted
activity (so that a resource consent is not required for that activity under
section 87A(1) of the Resource Management Act 1991); and

(b) if the activity is to occur in an area that is within the scope of a planning
document prepared by a customary marine title group under section 85
of the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011 or the envir‐
onmental covenant prepared by ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou under section
19 of the Ngā Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019, an
assessment of the activity against any resource management matters set
out in that document; and

(c) if the activity is to occur in an area that is a taiāpure-local fishery, a
mātaitai reserve, or an area that is subject to bylaws made under Part 9
of the Fisheries Act 1996, an assessment of the effects of the activity on
the use or management of the area.

(6) If the applicant is not able to supply the name and address of the owner and
each occupier of the site and of land adjacent to the site because the land is
Māori land in multiple ownership, the applicant must include a statement to
that effect.

(7) If the substantive application is to be lodged by more than 1 authorised person,
the references to the applicant in subclauses (1)(d), (k), (l) and (6) must be read
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as references to the authorised person who is to be identified in the application
as the proposed holder of the resource consent.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 9
Schedule 5 clause 5(1)(d)(ii): editorial change made by the PCO, on 17 July 2025, under sections
86(1) and 87(l)(i) of the Legislation Act 2019 (2019 No 58).

6 Information required to assess environmental effects
(1) The assessment of an activity’s effects on the environment under clause 5(4)

must include the following information:
(a) an assessment of the actual or potential effects on the environment:
(b) if the activity includes the use of hazardous installations, an assessment

of any risks to the environment that are likely to arise from such use:
(c) if the activity includes the discharge of any contaminant, a description

of—
(i) the nature of the discharge and the sensitivity of the receiving

environment to adverse effects; and
(ii) any possible alternative methods of discharge, including discharge

into any other receiving environment:
(d) a description of the mitigation measures (including safeguards and con‐

tingency plans where relevant) to be undertaken to help prevent or
reduce the actual or potential effect of the activity:

(e) identification of persons who may be affected by the activity and any
response to the views of any persons consulted, including the views of
iwi or hapū that have been consulted in relation to the proposal:

(f) if iwi or hapū elect not to respond when consulted on the proposal, any
reasons that they have specified for that decision:

(g) if the scale and significance of the activity’s effects are such that moni‐
toring is required, a description of how the effects will be monitored and
by whom, if the activity is approved:

(h) an assessment of any effects of the activity on the exercise of a protected
customary right.

(2) A consent application need not include any additional information specified in
a relevant policy statement or plan that would be required in an assessment of
environmental effects under clause 6(2) or 7(2) of Schedule 4 of the Resource
Management Act 1991.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 10

7 Matters to be covered in assessment of environmental effects
The assessment of an activity’s effects on the environment under clause 5(4)
must cover the following matters:
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(a) any effect on the people in the neighbourhood and, if relevant, the wider
community, including any social, economic, or cultural effects:

(b) any physical effect on the locality, including landscape and visual
effects:

(c) any effect on ecosystems, including effects on plants or animals and
physical disturbance of habitats in the vicinity:

(d) any effect on natural and physical resources that have aesthetic, recrea‐
tional, scientific, historical, spiritual, or cultural value, or other special
value, for present or future generations:

(e) any discharge of contaminants into the environment and options for the
treatment and disposal of contaminants:

(f) any unreasonable emission of noise:
(g) any risk to the neighbourhood, the wider community, or the environment

through natural hazards or hazardous installations.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 11

8 Information required in application for subdivision or reclamation
Information required for subdivision consent

(1) In addition to the information required under clause 5, a consent application for
a subdivision must include information that adequately defines the following:
(a) the position of all new boundaries; and
(b) the areas of all new allotments, unless the subdivision involves a cross

lease, company lease, or unit plan; and
(c) the locations and areas of new reserves to be created, including any

esplanade reserves and esplanade strips; and
(d) the locations and areas of existing esplanade reserves, esplanade strips,

and access strips; and
(e) the locations and areas of any part of the bed of a river or lake to

be vested in a territorial authority under section 237A of the Resource
Management Act 1991; and

(f) the locations and areas of any land within the coastal marine area that
is to become part of the common marine and coastal area under section
237A of the Resource Management Act 1991; and

(g) the locations and areas of land to be set aside as new roads.
Information required for reclamation consents

(2) In addition to the information required by clause 5, a consent application for
a reclamation must include information to show the area to be reclaimed,
including the following:
(a) the location of the area to be reclaimed:
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(b) if practicable, the position of all new boundaries:
(c) any part of the reclaimed area to be set aside as an esplanade reserve or

esplanade strip.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 12

9 Information required in application including standard freshwater
fisheries activity
For the purposes of section 43(3)(a), a consent application for a project that
includes a standard freshwater fisheries activity must include the information
set out in clause 3 of Schedule 9.

10 Information required in application for change or cancellation of
condition
For the purposes of section 43(3)(b) an application for the change or cancella‐
tion of a condition must include the same information as required by clauses 5
to 9, and those clauses apply as if references to—
(a) a resource consent were references to the change or cancellation of a

condition; and
(b) an activity were references to the effects of the change or cancellation of

the condition.

11 Information required in application for certificate of compliance
(1) For the purposes of section 43(3)(c), an application for a certificate of compli‐

ance must include the following information:
(a) a description of the proposed activity; and
(b) confirmation that the application for the certificate of compliance com‐

plies with section 46(2)(a), (b), and (d); and
(c) a description of any other resource consents, notices of requirement for

designations, or alterations to designations required for the project to
which the application for the certificate of compliance relates; and

(d) an explanation of how the activity meets the relevant provisions of
the district or regional plan, and any relevant national environmental
standard.

(2) If the activity is to occur in an area that is within the scope of a planning
document prepared by a customary marine title group under section 85 of
the Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai Moana) Act 2011 or the environmental
covenant prepared by ngā hapū o Ngāti Porou under section 19 of the Ngā
Rohe Moana o Ngā Hapū o Ngāti Porou Act 2019, the application must include
an assessment of the activity against any resource management matters set out
in that document.
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12 Information required in notice of requirement
(1) For the purposes of section 43(3)(d), a notice of requirement must include the

following information:
(a) a description of the site to which the notice of requirement applies,

including whether the site is within or adjacent to a statutory area (as
defined in a relevant Treaty settlement Act); and

(b) information on the effects of the proposed project or work on the envir‐
onment, together with a description of how any adverse effects will be
mitigated; and

(c) confirmation that the notice of requirement complies with section
46(2)(a), (b), and (d); and

(d) an assessment of the project or work against—
(i) sections 5, 6, and 7 of the Resource Management Act 1991; and
(ii) any relevant provisions in any of the documents listed in sub‐

clause (2); and
(e) information about any Treaty settlements that apply in the area to which

the substantive application relates, including—
(i) identification of the relevant provisions in those Treaty settle‐

ments; and
(ii) a summary of any redress provided by those settlements that

affects natural and physical resources relevant to the area to which
the substantive application relates; and

(f) the full name and address of—
(i) each owner of the land to which the notice of requirement relates

and of the land adjacent to that land; and
(ii) each person who, after reasonable inquiry, is known by the requir‐

ing authority to be an occupier of the land to which the notice
relates and of the land adjacent to that land; and

(g) an assessment of whether the project or work and the designation sought
are reasonably necessary for achieving the objectives of the requiring
authority; and

(h) any consideration of alternative sites, routes, or methods of undertaking
the project or work; and

(i) a list of the resource consents needed for the project or work and
whether they have been applied for; and

(j) a description of any consultation undertaken with parties likely to be
affected by the project or work and the designation; and

(k) any conditions that the requiring authority proposes for the designation.
(2) The documents referred to in subclause (1)(d)(ii) are the following:
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(a) a national policy statement:
(b) a New Zealand coastal policy statement:
(c) a regional policy statement or proposed regional policy statement:
(d) a plan or proposed plan:
(e) a planning document recognised by a relevant iwi authority and lodged

with a local authority.
(3) If the applicant is not able to supply the name and address of the owner and

each occupier of the site and of land adjacent to the site because the land is
Māori land in multiple ownership, the applicant must include a statement to
that effect.

(4) If the substantive application is to be lodged by more than 1 authorised person,
the reference to the applicant in subclause (3) must be read as a reference to
the authorised person who is to be identified in the application as the proposed
holder of the notice of requirement.
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 13

13 Persons to be invited to provide written comments
For the purposes of section 53(2)(m)(i), the persons or groups are—
(a) the Director-General of Conservation:
(b) iwi authorities and groups that represent hapū that are parties to relevant

Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint management agreements.

Recommendation by relevant chief executive on aquaculture decision
requested under section 48

14 Chief executive may seek information or consult certain persons
(1) For the purpose of making a recommendation on an aquaculture decision

requested under section 48, the relevant chief executive may seek information
relevant to the application for the resource consent from—
(a) the applicant:
(b) any fisher whose interests may be affected:
(c) persons and organisations that the relevant chief executive considers

represent the classes of persons who have customary, commercial, or
recreational fishing interests that may be affected by the granting of the
coastal permit or change to, or cancellation of, the conditions of the
coastal permit.

(2) Before making a recommendation on an aquaculture decision, the relevant
chief executive may consult any of the persons or organisations specified in
subclause (1).

(3) If the relevant chief executive seeks information or consults persons or organ‐
isations under this clause,—
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(a) the relevant chief executive must do so at the same time as the panel
seeks written comments on the application for the resource consent; and

(b) the persons or organisations must provide the information or submis‐
sions to the relevant chief executive within 20 working days after the
chief executive’s request.

(4) The relevant chief executive must provide any information or submissions
received under subclause (3)(b) to the EPA no later than 5 working days after
the date by which information or submissions must be received under that
subclause.

(5) The EPA must provide the information received under subclause (4) to the
panel.

(6) If the substantive application is lodged by more than 1 authorised person, the
reference to the applicant in subclause (1)(a) must be read as a reference to the
authorised person who is identified in the application as the proposed holder of
the coastal permit.

15 Relevant chief executive to make recommendation to panel on aquaculture
decision

(1) The relevant chief executive must, within 5 working days after receiving from
the panel under section 71 draft consent conditions relating to the application
for the resource consent, provide the EPA with a recommendation on an aqua‐
culture decision consisting of—
(a) a determination; or
(b) a reservation; or
(c) 1 or more determinations or reservations, or both, in relation to different

parts of the area to which the request relates.
(2) After having regard to the following, the relevant chief executive must make a

recommendation under subclause (3):
(a) information held by the Ministry that is, with the authority of the Prime

Minister, for the time being responsible for the administration of the
Fisheries Act 1996; and

(b) information supplied, or submissions made, to the relevant chief execu‐
tive under clause 14(3)(b); and

(c) information that is forwarded by the panel; and
(d) any other information that the relevant chief executive has requested and

obtained.
(3) In making a recommendation on an aquaculture decision, the relevant chief

executive must take into account sections 8 to 10 and 186GB(1) and (2) of the
Fisheries Act 1996.

(4) A recommendation on an aquaculture decision must—
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(a) be in writing; and
(b) define the areas that are subject to the recommendation; and
(c) provide reasons for the recommendation; and
(d) include the information described in subclause (2)(a), (b), and (d).

(5) If the relevant chief executive recommends a determination, the recommended
determination may—
(a) specify any condition of the coastal permit that is material to the recom‐

mendation and that relates to the character, intensity, or scale of the
aquaculture activities; and

(b) state that the condition may not be changed or cancelled until the rele‐
vant chief executive makes a further aquaculture decision in relation to
the area affected by the change or cancellation under the Fisheries Act
1996.

(6) If the relevant chief executive recommends a reservation, the recommended
reservation must also include—
(a) whether the reservation relates to customary, recreational, or commercial

fishing, or a combination of them; and
(b) if the reservation relates to commercial fishing, the stocks and areas con‐

cerned, specifying any stocks subject to the quota management system
and any other stock not subject to the quota management system; and

(c) any other matters required to be included by regulations made under
the Fisheries Act 1996, as if the recommended reservation were an
aquaculture decision made under that Act.

(7) The EPA must provide the recommendation on the aquaculture decision to the
panel.

16 Order in which recommendation requests to panel on aquaculture decision
to be processed

(1) The relevant chief executive must make recommendations on aquaculture deci‐
sions in the same order in which the requests for the decisions are received.

(2) For the purposes of subclause (1), the order in which recommendations must be
made in relation to requests received on the same day is determined by the time
when the requests are received.

(3) If 2 or more requests for recommendations are received at the same time, the
relevant chief executive must make recommendations in the order specified by
the EPA.

(4) The relevant chief executive must give higher priority to processing a request
made by a panel under section 48 than a request made as a consequence of
coastal permits granted under the Resource Management Act 1991.

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 Schedule 5

161

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM394191
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM394191
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM394191
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM230264


Panel decision

17 Criteria and other matters for assessment of consent application
(1) For the purposes of section 81, when considering a consent application, includ‐

ing conditions in accordance with clauses 18 and 19, the panel must take into
account, giving the greatest weight to paragraph (a),—
(a) the purpose of this Act; and
(b) the provisions of Parts 2, 3, 6, and 8 to 10 of the Resource Management

Act 1991 that direct decision making on an application for a resource
consent (but excluding section 104D of that Act); and

(c) the relevant provisions of any other legislation that directs decision
making under the Resource Management Act 1991.

(2) For the purpose of applying any provisions in subclause (1),—
(a) a reference in the Resource Management Act 1991 to Part 2 of that Act

must be read as a reference to sections 5, 6, and 7 of that Act; and
(b) if the consent application relates to an activity that is the subject of

a determination under section 23 of this Act, the panel must treat the
effects of the activity on the relevant land and on the rights or interests
of Māori as a relevant matter under section 6(e) of the Resource Man‐
agement Act 1991; and

(c) to avoid doubt, for the purposes of subclause (1)(b), when taking into
account section 104(1)(c) of the Resource Management Act 1991, any
Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint management agreement that is rele‐
vant to the approval is a relevant matter.

(3) Subclause (4) applies to any provision of the Resource Management Act 1991
(including, for example, section 87A(6)) or any other Act referred to in sub‐
clause (1)(c) that would require a decision maker to decline an application for a
resource consent.

(4) For the purposes of subclause (1), the panel must take into account that the
provision referred to in subclause (3) would normally require an application to
be declined, but must not treat the provision as requiring the panel to decline
the application the panel is considering.

(5) In the case of an application for a coastal permit for aquaculture activities, if
the panel makes a reservation under clause 20 in relation to recreational fishing
or customary fishing or commercial fishing in relation to stocks or species not
subject to the quota management system, the panel must not grant the coastal
permit in respect of the areas covered by the reservation.

(6) For the purposes of subclause (1), the provisions referred to in that subclause
must be read with all necessary modifications, including that a reference to a
consent authority must be read as a reference to a panel.
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(7) Sections 123 and 123A of the Resource Management Act 1991 apply to a
decision of the panel on the consent.

18 Conditions on resource consent
When setting conditions on a consent, the provisions of Parts 6, 9, and 10 of
the Resource Management Act 1991 that are relevant to setting conditions on
a resource consent apply to the panel, subject to all necessary modifications,
including the following:
(a) a reference to a consent authority must be read as a reference to a panel;

and
(b) a reference to services or works must be read as a reference to any

activities that are the subject of the consent application.

19 Conditions on resource consent may deal with standard freshwater
fisheries activity

(1) A panel may set conditions on a consent in respect of a standard freshwater
fisheries activity for which approval, dispensation, or authorisation is required,
or for which a requirement may be imposed, under the following provisions:
(a) regulation 42 of the Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983:
(b) regulation 43 of the Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983:
(c) regulation 65(2) of the Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983:
(d) section 26ZM(2)(a) or (3)(b) of the Conservation Act 1987.

(2) If the panel sets conditions under subclause (1), they must be the conditions the
panel considers necessary to manage the effects of the activity on freshwater
fish species, taking into account—
(a) best practice standards; and
(b) the New Zealand Fish Passage Guidelines.

(3) The provisions referred to in subclause (1)(a) to (d) do not apply to the holder
of a resource consent issued under this Act who complies with the relevant
conditions imposed under this clause.

Guidance note
The New Zealand Fish Passage Guidelines are available at https://niwa.co.nz/
freshwater/new-zealand-fish-passage-guidelines

20 Panel to make aquaculture decision
(1) For the purposes of section 80, an aquaculture decision may consist of—

(a) a determination; or
(b) a reservation; or
(c) 1 or more determinations or reservations or both in relation to different

parts of the area to which the request relates.
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(2) The panel must have regard to the information described in clause 15(2).
(3) In making an aquaculture decision, the panel must—

(a) take into account, giving the greatest weight to subparagraph (i),—
(i) the purpose of this Act; and
(ii) sections 8 to 10 and 186GB(1) and (2) of the Fisheries Act 1996;

and
(b) have regard to the recommendation of the relevant chief executive made

under clause 15.
(4) An aquaculture decision may differ from the recommendation made by the

relevant chief executive.
(5) If the panel makes a determination, the determination may—

(a) specify any condition of the coastal permit that is material to the deci‐
sion and that relates to the character, intensity, or scale of the aquaculture
activities; and

(b) state that the condition may not be changed or cancelled until the rele‐
vant chief executive makes a further aquaculture decision under the
Fisheries Act 1996 in relation to the area affected by the change or
cancellation.

(6) If the panel makes a reservation, the reservation must also include—
(a) whether the reservation relates to customary, recreational, or commercial

fishing, or a combination of them; and
(b) if the reservation relates to commercial fishing, the stocks and areas con‐

cerned, specifying any stocks subject to the quota management system
and any other stock not subject to the quota management system; and

(c) any other matters required to be included by regulations made under the
Fisheries Act 1996, as if the reservation were an aquaculture decision
made under that Act.

(7) An aquaculture decision must—
(a) be in writing; and
(b) define the areas that are subject to the decision; and
(c) provide reasons for the decision.

21 Conditions to be included in coastal permit relating to reservation
If the panel makes a reservation under section 80 in relation to commercial
fishing in relation to stocks or species subject to the quota management system,
the panel must include consent conditions on the coastal permit noting the
areas affected by the reservation.
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22 Content of decision document for coastal permit
(1) If the panel makes a determination under section 80, the panel must note any

conditions on the coastal permit that may not be changed or cancelled until a
further aquaculture decision is made under the Fisheries Act 1996.

(2) If the panel makes a reservation in relation to commercial fishing of stocks
or species subject to the quota management system, the panel must notify
the applicant that the permit will not commence in the area affected by the
reservation unless—
(a) an aquaculture agreement is registered in accordance with section

186ZH of the Fisheries Act 1996; or
(b) a compensation declaration is registered under section 186ZHA of the

Fisheries Act 1996.
(3) If the substantive application was lodged by more than 1 authorised person, the

reference to the applicant in subclause (2) must be read as a reference to the
authorised person who was identified in the application as the proposed holder
of the coastal permit.

23 Criteria for assessment of application for change or cancellation of
condition
For the purposes of section 81, when considering an application for the change
or cancellation of a condition,—
(a) the panel must apply section 127(1) and (3) of the Resource Manage‐

ment Act 1991 as if—
(i) in section 127(3) of the Resource Management Act 1991, the

reference to sections 88 to 121 of that Act were to the provisions
of Part 6 of that Act that relate to decision making on a resource
consent; and

(ii) the provisions of Part 6 of that Act were read with all necessary
modifications, including that a reference to a consent authority
must be read as a reference to a panel; and

(b) the panel must consider any Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint manage‐
ment agreement that is relevant to the approval; and

(c) to avoid doubt, section 127(4) of the Resource Management Act 1991
does not apply.

24 Criteria and other matters for assessment of notice of requirement
(1) For the purposes of section 81, when considering a notice of requirement,

including conditions in accordance with clause 25, the panel must, giving the
greatest weight to paragraph (a)(i),—
(a) take into account—

(i) the purpose of this Act; and
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(ii) the provisions of Part 8 of the Resource Management Act 1991
that direct decision making on an application for a designation
(except section 170); and

(iii) the relevant provisions of any other legislation that directs deci‐
sion making under the Resource Management Act 1991; and

(b) consider any Mana Whakahono ā Rohe or joint management agreement
that is relevant to the approval.

(2) For the purpose of applying any provisions in subclause (1),—
(a) a reference in the Resource Management Act 1991 to Part 2 of that Act

must be read as a reference to sections 5, 6, and 7 of that Act; and
(b) if the notice of requirement relates to an activity that is the subject

of a determination under section 23 of this Act, the panel must treat
the effects of the activity on the relevant land and on the rights or
interests of Māori as a relevant matter under section 6(e) of the Resource
Management Act 1991.

(3) For the purposes of subclause (1), the provisions referred to in that subclause
must be read with all necessary modifications, including (where appropriate)
that a reference to a consent authority must be read as a reference to a panel.

25 Conditions on designation
When setting conditions on a designation, the provisions of Part 8 of the
Resource Management Act 1991 relevant to setting conditions on a designation
apply to the panel, subject to all necessary modifications, as if references to a
consent authority were references to a panel.

26 Content of decision document for resource consent or designation
(1) A decision document for a resource consent or designation may specify the

date on which the approval lapses unless it is given effect to by the specified
date.

(2) A date specified under subclause (1) must be no less than 2 years after the
approval commences.

(3) If no date is specified under subclause (1), the approval lapses after it commen‐
ces.

27 Criteria and other matters for assessment of applications for certificate of
compliance

(1) For the purposes of section 81, the panel must grant the certificate of compli‐
ance if the activity that the certificate is intended to cover can be done lawfully
in the particular location without a resource consent.

(2) The panel must not grant the certificate of compliance if—
(a) the application under this Act for the certificate is made after a proposed

plan is notified; and
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(b) the activity could not be done lawfully in the particular location without
a resource consent under the proposed plan.

(3) The panel must not grant a certificate of compliance if a notice for the activity
is in force under section 87BA(1)(c) or 87BB(1)(d) of the Resource Manage‐
ment Act 1991.

28 Content of decision document for certificate of compliance
Section 139(7) of the Resource Management Act 1991 applies to a certificate
of compliance issued under this Act.

Provisions applying to approvals once granted

29 Panel may waive requirement for outline plan for designation
If a panel grants a designation,—
(a) it may waive the requirement for an outline plan as required by section

176A of the Resource Management Act 1991; but
(b) if it does not waive the requirement under that section, the outline plan

must be submitted to the territorial authority in accordance with that
section.

Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 33(7)

30 Designations to be included in district plans
(1) This clause applies after a panel issues a decision document under section 88

confirming or modifying a designation (with or without modification).
(2) The territorial authority must, without using Schedule 1 of the Resource Man‐

agement Act 1991,—
(a) include the designation in its district plan and any proposed district plan,

as if it were a rule in the plan or proposed plan; and
(b) state in the plan and any proposed plan the name of the requiring author‐

ity that has the benefit of the designation.
(3) The designation commences when it is included in a district plan.

Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 41

31 Status of resource consents or certificates of compliance granted, or
designations confirmed or modified, under this Act and role of local
authority

(1) This clause applies to—
(a) a resource consent that is granted under this Act; and
(b) a resource consent for which a condition of the consent is changed or

cancelled under this Act; and
(c) a certificate of compliance that is granted under this Act; and
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(d) a designation that is confirmed or modified and included in a district
plan.

(2) The local authority that, but for this Act, would have had responsibility—
(a) for granting a resource consent or certificate of compliance under the

Resource Management Act 1991 has all the functions, powers, and
duties in relation to a resource consent or certificate of compliance
granted under this Act, or a resource consent with a condition changed
or cancelled under this Act, as if it had granted the resource consent or
certificate of compliance itself; and

(b) for recommending, under the Resource Management Act 1991, that a
designation be confirmed or modified, has all the functions, powers, and
duties in relation to the designation as if it had dealt with the matter
itself.

(3) Unless otherwise specified in this Act,—
(a) a resource consent or certificate of compliance granted, or a designation

confirmed or modified and included in a district plan, or a resource con‐
sent with a condition changed or cancelled, under this Act has full force
and effect for its duration, and according to its terms and conditions, as if
it were granted under the Resource Management Act 1991; and

(b) any provision of an enactment that refers to a resource consent or cer‐
tificate of compliance granted, or a designation confirmed or modified
and included in a district plan, under the Resource Management Act
1991 (including any such provision in that Act) must be read, with any
necessary modifications, as including a resource consent or certificate of
compliance granted, or a designation confirmed and included in a district
plan, or a resource consent with a condition changed or cancelled, under
this Act.

(4) Despite subclause (3)(a), section 116A of the Resource Management Act 1991
does not apply in respect of the commencement of coastal permits for aquacul‐
ture activities granted under this Act.

(5) To avoid doubt, the functions, powers, and duties referred to in subclause (2)
include—
(a) determining any application to extend the period for which a consent

may lapse under section 125(1A) or 184 of the Resource Management
Act 1991; and

(b) determining any application for a change or cancellation of a condition
of a resource consent under section 127 of the Resource Management
Act 1991.

Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 42
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32 Interim effect of designations
Section 178(2) to (6) of the Resource Management Act 1991 applies, with the
necessary modifications, to an application for an approval described in section
42(4)(d).
Compare: 2020 No 35 Schedule 6 cl 43

33 Application of subpart 4 of Part 9A of Fisheries Act 1996
(1) Subpart 4 of Part 9A of the Fisheries Act 1996 applies, subject to the modifica‐

tions in this clause, in respect of—
(a) a coastal permit issued under this Act; and
(b) a reservation made by the panel under this Act, as if it were a reservation

made by the chief executive under the Fisheries Act 1996.
(2) Section 186ZD must be read as if it included the following definition:

panel means a panel as defined in section 4 of the Fast-track Approvals Act
2024

(3) Section 186ZN must be read as if subsection (3) were replaced with:
(3) In subsection (2), quota owner means a person who is a registered quota

owner as at 5 pm on the date on which the relevant reservation is made by a
panel under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024.

34 Aquaculture decision by panel to be treated as determination for purposes
of Fisheries Act 1996
A determination under clause 20(5)(b) must be treated as a determination under
section 186H(3)(b) of the Fisheries Act 1996.

35 Notification of aquaculture agreement or compensation declaration
(1) If clause 22(2) applies and the relevant consent authority has been notified

by the relevant chief executive that an aquaculture agreement or a compensa‐
tion declaration has been registered for those stocks under section 186ZH or
186ZHA of the Fisheries Act 1996 (as the case may require), the consent
authority must—
(a) amend the permit so that it no longer shows the areas affected by the

reservation:
(b) provide the applicant with a copy of the amended permit:
(c) notify the applicant that the permit (as amended) commences in respect

of the area previously shown as subject to the reservation on the date of
notification under this paragraph.

(2) If the substantive application was lodged by more than 1 authorised person, the
reference to the applicant in subclause (1) must be read as a reference to the
authorised person who was identified in the application as the proposed holder
of the coastal permit.
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36 Resource Management Act 1991 modified in respect of conditions made
under clause 20(5)(b)
In sections 114(6), 127(3A), and 128(3) of the Resource Management Act
1991, the reference to a condition that has been specified under section
186H(3) or 186H(1A) of the Fisheries Act 1996 must be read as a condition
imposed under section 81 in accordance with clause 20(5)(b) of this schedule
in relation to a coastal permit for aquaculture activities granted under this Act.
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Schedule 6
Approvals relating to Conservation Act 1987, Reserves Act 1977,

Wildlife Act 1953, and National Parks Act 1980
s 115
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Part 1
Concessions

1 Interpretation
In this Part,—
concession means—
(a) a concession that would otherwise be applied for under—

(i) the Conservation Act 1987; or
(ii) section 14AA of the Wildlife Act 1953; or
(iii) section 49 of the National Parks Act 1980; or

(b) a Reserves Act approval
reserve has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the Reserves Act 1977
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Reserves Act approval means—
(a) a concession as defined in section 2(1) of the Reserves Act 1977 that

would otherwise be applied for under section 59A of that Act; or
(b) a lease, licence, permit, or easement in respect of a reserve other than a

Crown-administered reserve
right of offer or return means a right specified under legislation or an agree‐
ment for a former owner or any other person to have land returned or offered to
the person (on terms or conditions or otherwise) on the occurrence of an event
or circumstance.

2 Information about concession required in referral application
(1) The information in subclause (2) is required to be provided under section

13(4)(y)(iv) if a proposed concession includes a lease and—
(a) the lease would be for a term (including any renewals) that will, or is

likely to, be more than 50 years; and
(b) the granting of the lease would trigger a right of first refusal or a right of

offer or return.
(2) The information is confirmation that the applicant has written agreement from

the holder of the right of first refusal or right of offer or return to waive that
right for the purposes of the proposed lease.

(3) If the referral application is to be lodged by more than 1 person, the reference
to the applicant in subclause (2) must be read as a reference to the person who
is to be identified in the application as the proposed holder of the concession.

3 Information required in application for concession
(1) For the purposes of section 43(3)(e), an application for a concession must

include—
(a) a description of the proposed activity:
(b) a description, maps, and GPS co-ordinates identifying the places where

the proposed activity will be carried out (including the classification
of those places, the ownership and management arrangements, and, if
applicable, the name, of the places):

(c) information about whether the project could reasonably be undertaken
in another location, or in another conservation area or another part of
the conservation area, where the potential adverse effects would be
significantly less:

(d) in the case of an application for an approval within paragraph (a) of the
definition of concession or paragraph (a) of the definition of Reserves
Act approval, information about the extent to which the project is consis‐
tent with—
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(i) the relevant conservation management strategy and conservation
management plan:

(ii) any conservation management strategies or conservation manage‐
ment plans that have been co-authored, authored, or approved by a
Treaty settlement entity:

(e) in the case of an application for an approval within paragraph (b) of
the definition of Reserves Act approval, information about the extent
to which the project is consistent with any management plan approved
under section 41 of the Reserves Act 1977:

(f) information about the extent to which the project is in keeping with
the purposes for which the land is held, status, ownership and adminis‐
tration:

(g) a description of—
(i) the potential effects (positive and negative) of the proposed activ‐

ity:
(ii) any actions that the applicant proposes to take to avoid, remedy,

mitigate, offset, or compensate for any adverse effects of the
proposed activity:

(iii) details of the type of concession for which the applicant is apply‐
ing:

(h) a statement of—
(i) the proposed duration of the concession; and
(ii) the reasons for the proposed duration:

(i) relevant information relating to the applicant, including any information
relevant to their ability to carry out the proposed activity (including
whether the applicant or any company director, trustee, partner, or any‐
one else involved with the application has been convicted of any offence
or has any current criminal charges pending before a court):

(j) if the applicant applies for a lease, a licence granting an interest in land,
or an easement,—
(i) reasons for the request; and
(ii) sufficient information to satisfy the panel that, in terms of clause

7, it is appropriate under section 81 to grant the lease, licence, or
easement (as the case may be):

(k) full details of any consultation undertaken with relevant iwi and with
reserve owners and managers:

(l) information about financial and legal liabilities and obligations associ‐
ated with the land:

(m) in the case of an application for an approval referred to in paragraph (b)
of the definition of Reserves Act approval where the reserve is owned
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or managed by a local authority, confirmation that the local authority
has provided written agreement for the activity to be undertaken on the
reserve:

(n) confirmation that the applicant has written agreement from the holder of
a right of first refusal or right of offer or return to waive that right for the
purposes of any lease proposed in the application if—
(i) the proposed lease would be for a term (including any renewals)

that will, or is likely to, be more than 50 years; and
(ii) the granting of the lease would trigger the right of first refusal or

right of offer or return.
(2) If the substantive application is to be lodged by more than 1 authorised person,

the references to the applicant in subclause (1)(g)(ii), (i), and (n) must be read
as references to the authorised person who is to be identified in the application
as the proposed holder of the concession.

4 Report by Director-General of Conservation
(1) The report referred to in section 51(2)(a) must—

(a) address the matters in clause 7(1) (except clause 7(1)(a)(i), (vii)(B), and
(viii)(B)); and

(b) include any conditions that the Director-General of Conservation con‐
siders appropriate to be imposed by the panel under clause 8.

(2) For the purposes of this clause, the provisions referred to in clause 7(1) must be
read with all necessary modifications, including that a reference to the Minister
of Conservation in section 17U of the Conservation Act 1987 or section 49 of
the National Parks Act 1980 must be read as a reference to a panel.
Schedule 6 clause 4: replaced, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

5 Persons to be invited to provide written comments
For the purposes of section 53(2)(m)(ii), the persons are—
(a) the New Zealand Conservation Authority; and
(b) relevant Conservation Boards; and
(c) the New Zealand Fish and Game Council; and
(d) the Game Animal Council.

6 Grounds for ministerial call-in of decision
For the purposes of section 74, the appropriate Minister may call in a decision
on a concession if the Minister is satisfied that the concession is part of a
project to which 1 or more of the following apply:
(a) the project may have effects or pose risks that are not well understood:
(b) the project may pose significant risks to public health and safety:
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(c) the project may impose significant liabilities on the Crown.

7 Criteria for assessment of application for concession
(1) For the purposes of section 81, when considering an application for a conces‐

sion, including conditions in accordance with clause 8, the panel, giving the
greatest weight to paragraph (a)(i),—
(a) must take into account—

(i) the purpose of this Act; and
(ii) Part 3B of the Conservation Act 1987 (except sections 17SB and

17U(3) of that Act) as if the application were an application for a
concession under Part 3B; and

(iii) any other relevant provisions of Parts 3, 4, 4A, 5, 5B, and 5C of
the Conservation Act 1987 that direct decision making in relation
to Part 3B of that Act; and

(iv) in the case of an approval referred to in paragraph (a)(ii) of the
definition of concession, sections 14, 14A, and 14AA of the Wild‐
life Act 1953; and

(v) in the case of an approval referred to in paragraph (a)(iii) of the
definition of concession, section 49(2) of the National Parks Act
1980; and

(vi) the purpose for which the land is held (in the case of a Reserves
Act approval, taking into account Parts 1, 2, and 3 and section 122
of the Reserves Act 1977); and

(vii) in the case of an approval referred to in paragraph (a)(i) or (ii) of
the definition of concession or paragraph (a) of the definition of
Reserves Act approval,—
(A) any conservation management strategies or conservation

management plans that have been co-authored, authored, or
approved by a Treaty settlement entity; and

(B) the views of the entity referred to in subsubparagraph (A)
on the proposed concession; and

(viii) in the case of an approval referred to in paragraph (a)(iii) of the
definition of concession,—
(A) any national park management strategy, conservation man‐

agement strategy, national park management plan, or con‐
servation management plan that has been co-authored, auth‐
ored, or approved by a Treaty settlement entity; and

(B) the views of the entity referred to in subsubparagraph (A)
on the proposed concession; and
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(ix) in the case of an approval within paragraph (b) of the definition of
Reserves Act approval,—
(A) any reserve management plans that have been co-authored,

authored, or approved by a Treaty settlement entity; and
(B) the views of the entity referred to in subsubparagraph (A)

on the proposed concession; and
(x) the status, ownership, and administration of the land that would be

subject to a concession; and
(xi) whether the land is subject to any existing arrangements that

create obligations in relation to the land; and
(xii) the legal and financial liabilities associated with decisions on

leases, licences to occupy land, and easements:
(b) may consider,—

(i) in the case of an approval referred to in paragraph (a) of the defin‐
ition of concession or paragraph (a) of the definition of Reserves
Act approval, any policy statement or management plan of the
Crown (other than a strategy or plan referred to in paragraph
(a)(vii):

(ii) in the case of an approval within paragraph (b) of the definition
of Reserves Act approval, any reserve management plan of the
administering body (other than a plan referred to in paragraph
(a)(ix).

(2) For the purposes of subclause (1), the panel must take into account that the fol‐
lowing provisions would or may normally require a decision maker to decline
an application for a concession, but must not treat the provisions as requiring
the panel to consider the documents referred to in subclause (1)(b) or to decline
the approval the panel is considering:
(a) sections 17U(5) and (6) and 17W(1) and (3) of the Conservation Act

1987:
(b) section 49(2) of the National Parks Act 1980.

(3) The panel must decline the approval if,—
(a) in the case of an application for an approval referred to in paragraph

(b) of the definition of Reserves Act approval where the reserve is
owned or managed by a local authority, the panel is not satisfied that
the local authority has provided written agreement for the activity to be
undertaken on the reserve; or

(b) giving effect to the approval would result in the conferral of an interest
in land that is incompatible with an existing interest in land; or

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 Schedule 6

177

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM104648
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM104652
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM38217


(c) the granting of the proposed concession would involve a lease for a term
(including any renewals) that will, or is likely to, be more than 50 years;
and
(i) the granting of the lease would trigger a right of first refusal or a

right of offer or return; and
(ii) the panel is not satisfied that the holder of the right of first refusal

or right of offer or return has provided written agreement to waive
that right for the purpose of the granting of the lease.

(4) The local authority whose agreement is required under subclause (3)(a)—
(a) must not unreasonably withhold its agreement; and
(b) in deciding whether to give its agreement, must take into account the

purpose of this Act and any relevant matters under the Reserves Act
1977.

(5) For the purposes of subclause (4)(b), if a provision of the Reserves Act 1977
would require the local authority to withhold its agreement, the local authority
must take into account that the provision would normally require it to withhold
its agreement, but must not treat the provision as requiring it to do so.

(6) For the purposes of this clause, the provisions referred to in subclause (1)
must be read with all necessary modifications, including that a reference to
the Minister of Conservation in section 17U of the Conservation Act 1987 or
section 49 of the National Parks Act 1980 must be read as a reference to a
panel.

8 Conditions
(1) Section 17X of the Conservation Act 1987 applies with any necessary modifi‐

cations to conditions for a concession as if the first reference in that section to
the Minister were a reference to a panel.

(2) Subclause (3) applies instead of section 17Y(1) of the Conservation Act 1987.
(3) A panel may impose a condition that the person or body to whom the conces‐

sion is granted—
(a) must pay any specified rents, fees, or royalties to the Minister of Conser‐

vation; and
(b) must pay any other levy or charge made on an occupier or owner of land,

as a result of the grant of a lease, licence, or easement, either to, or as
directed by, the Minister of Conservation.

(4) Without limiting subclauses (1) and (2), a panel may impose conditions that it
thinks fit relating to the use of vehicles or aircraft on the land over which a
concession is granted.
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9 Relevant conditions specified by appropriate Minister must be imposed by
panel
If the panel grants the concession, the panel must impose any conditions that
the Director-General of Conservation (in accordance with clause 4(2) or other‐
wise) indicates are relevant from those specified in accordance with section 78.

10 Section 17ZJ of Conservation Act 1987 disapplied
Section 17ZJ of the Conservation Act 1987 does not apply to a decision of a
panel under this Act.

11 Giving effect to decision of panel on concession
If the panel grants a concession, and a period of 30 working days has expired
after the decision document for the concession was issued under section 88(1),
the Minister, local authority, or other person who, or body that, owns or
manages the land (as applicable) must give effect to a decision of the panel
including, without limitation, by executing a concession document.

12 Commencement of concession
A concession commences only after it is given effect in accordance with clause
11 and in accordance with the terms of the concession document.

13 Duration of approval
Section 17Z of the Conservation Act 1987 applies to the duration of a conces‐
sion granted by a panel under this Act as if the references in that section to the
Minister were references to a panel.

14 Concessions treated as granted under Conservation Act 1987
(1) When given effect in accordance with clause 11, an approval referred to in

paragraph (a)(i) of the definition of concession that is granted under this Act
has the same force and effect for its duration, and according to its terms and
conditions, as if it were a concession granted under the Conservation Act 1987,
except that section 17A of that Act does not apply.

(2) An application for a variation to, an extension of, or a transfer of the conces‐
sion must be determined by the Minister of Conservation in accordance with
Part 3B of the Conservation Act 1987 with the following modifications:
(a) sections 17S, 17SC, 17U(1), (3), (4), and (8), 17W, and 49 of that Act do

not apply; and
(b) unless section 17ZC(1) or (3) of that Act applies, sections 53 and 54 of

this Act apply with all necessary modifications as if—
(i) references in sections 53 and 54 to the panel were references to

the Minister of Conservation; and
(ii) references in section 54 to the EPA were references to the Minis‐

ter of Conservation; and
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(c) for the purposes of section 17ZC(2) and (3) of the Conservation Act
1987, clause 7 applies with any necessary modifications as if the refer‐
ences in that clause to the panel were references to the Minister of
Conservation.

Schedule 6 clause 14(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(2) of the Fast-track Appro‐
vals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

15 Concessions treated as granted under Wildlife Act 1953
(1) When given effect in accordance with clause 11, an approval referred to in

paragraph (a)(ii) of the definition of concession that is granted under this
Act has the same force and effect for its duration, and according to its terms
and conditions, as if it were a concession granted under section 14AA of the
Wildlife Act 1953, except that sections 9(4), 14B, 14D, and 43 of that Act do
not apply.

(2) An application for a variation to, an extension of, or a transfer of the conces‐
sion must be determined by the Minister of Conservation in accordance with
Part 3B of the Conservation Act 1987 with the following modifications:
(a) sections 17S, 17SC, 17U(1), (3), (4), and (8), 17W, and 49 of that Act do

not apply; and
(b) unless section 17ZC(1) or (3) of that Act applies, sections 53 and 54 of

this Act apply with all necessary modifications as if—
(i) references in sections 53 and 54 to the panel were references to

the Minister of Conservation; and
(ii) references in section 54 to the EPA were references to the Minis‐

ter of Conservation; and
(c) for the purposes of section 17ZC(2) and (3) of that Act, clause 7 applies

with any necessary modifications as if the references in that clause to the
panel were references to the Minister of Conservation.

Schedule 6 clause 15(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(3) of the Fast-track Appro‐
vals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

16 Concessions treated as granted under National Parks Act 1980
(1) When given effect in accordance with clause 11, an approval referred to in

paragraph (a)(iii) of the definition of concession that is granted under this Act
has the same force and effect for its duration, and according to its terms and
conditions, as if it were a concession granted under section 49 of the National
Parks Act 1980, except that—
(a) section 43 of the National Parks Act 1980 does not apply to it:
(b) no bylaw made under section 56 of the National Parks Act 1980 restrict‐

ing or prohibiting the use of vehicles or aircraft in any national park
applies to the activities of the concessionaire under the concession.
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(2) An application for a variation to, an extension of, or a transfer of the conces‐
sion must be determined by the Minister of Conservation in accordance with
Part 3B of the Conservation Act 1987 with the following modifications:
(a) sections 17S, 17SC, 17U(1), (3), (4), and (8), 17W, and 49 of that Act do

not apply; and
(b) unless section 17ZC(1) or (3) of that Act applies, sections 53 and 54 of

this Act apply with all necessary modifications as if—
(i) references in sections 53 and 54 to the panel were references to

the Minister of Conservation; and
(ii) references in section 54 to the EPA were references to the Minis‐

ter of Conservation; and
(c) for the purposes of section 17ZC(2) and (3) of that Act, clause 7 applies

with any necessary modifications as if the references in that clause to the
panel were references to the Minister of Conservation.

Schedule 6 clause 16(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(4) of the Fast-track Appro‐
vals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

17 Concessions treated as granted under Reserves Act 1977
(1) When given effect in accordance with clause 11, a Reserves Act approval that

is granted under this Act has the same force and effect for its duration, and
according to its terms and conditions, as if it were granted under section 59A
of the Reserves Act 1977, except that sections 40A and 40B of that Act do not
apply to it.

(2) An application for a variation to, an extension of, or a transfer of an approval
referred to in paragraph (a) of the definition of Reserves Act approval must
be determined by the Minister of Conservation in accordance with Part 3B of
the Conservation Act 1987 as if it were a variation to, an extension of, or a
transfer of a concession within the meaning of the Reserves Act 1977 with the
following modifications:
(a) sections 17S, 17SC, 17U(1), (3), (4), and (8), 17W, and 49 of the Con‐

servation Act 1987 do not apply; and
(b) unless section 17ZC(1) or (3) of that Act applies, sections 53 and 54 of

this Act apply with all necessary modifications as if—
(i) references in sections 53 and 54 to the panel were references to

the Minister of Conservation; and
(ii) references in section 54 to the EPA were references to the Minis‐

ter of Conservation; and
(c) for the purpose of section 17ZC(2) and (3) of that Act, clause 7 applies

with any necessary modifications as if the references in that clause to the
panel were references to the Minister of Conservation.
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(3) An application for a variation to, an extension of, or a transfer of an approval
referred to in paragraph (b) of the definition of Reserves Act approval must
be determined by the administering body in accordance with Part 3B of the
Conservation Act 1987 as if it were a variation to, an extension of, or a
transfer of a concession within the meaning of the Reserves Act 1977 with the
following modifications:
(a) sections 17S, 17SC, 17U(1), (3), (4), and (8), 17W, and 49 of the Con‐

servation Act 1987 do not apply; and
(b) sections 53 and 54 of this Act apply with all necessary modifications as

if—
(i) references in sections 53 and 54 to the panel were references to

the administering body; and
(ii) references in section 54 to the EPA were references to the admin‐

istering body; and
(c) for the purpose of section 17ZC(2) of the Conservation Act 1987, clause

7 applies with any necessary modifications as if the references in that
clause to the panel were references to the administering body.

Schedule 6 clause 17(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(5)(a) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Schedule 6 clause 17(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(5)(b) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Schedule 6 clause 17(3): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(6)(a) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Schedule 6 clause 17(3): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(6)(b) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

18 Section 17ZD Conservation Act 1987
Nothing in clauses 14 to 17 limits or affects section 17ZD of the Conservation
Act 1987, which applies with any necessary modifications to a concession
granted under this Act.

19 Enforcement of conditions of concession
Section 51(2) of the Conservation Act 1987 applies in relation to any conces‐
sion granted under this Act with all necessary modifications, including that—
(a) the first reference to the Minister must be read as a reference to the

panel; and
(b) the reference to a conservation area must be read as a reference to any

land over which a concession is granted under this Act.

20 Review of royalties, rents, etc
If a panel has, in accordance with clause 8, imposed any condition on a con‐
cession for the payment of rents, fees, royalties, or other charges, the review
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provided for by section 17Y(3) of the Conservation Act 1987 must be done by
the Minister of Conservation.

21 Compensation must benefit conservation land
(1) The Director-General of Conservation must ensure that compensation in rela‐

tion to a concession granted under this Act for land administered by the
Department of Conservation is applied to land administered by the Department
of Conservation (and not other land) with the objective of achieving positive
effects.

(2) In any case to which subclause (1) does not apply, the owner of land must
ensure that compensation in relation to a concession granted under this Act for
the land is applied to reserve land administered by that owner (and not other
land) with the objective of achieving positive effects.

(3) In this clause, compensation means any measure—
(a) proposed or agreed to by the applicant who is the proposed holder of

a concession to ensure positive effects on the environment to offset or
compensate for any adverse effects that will or may result from allowing
an activity; or

(b) imposed by a panel in accordance with clause 8.

Part 2
Land exchanges

22 Interpretation
(1) In this Part,—

conservation area has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the Conservation
Act 1987, but excludes land listed in Schedule 4
Crown-owned reserve means land that is—
(a) vested in the Crown; and
(b) either—

(i) classified under the Reserves Act 1977 as a scenic reserve, recre‐
ation reserve, historic reserve, government purpose reserve, or
local purpose reserve; or

(ii) declared under section 14A of the Wildlife Act 1953 to be a
wildlife management reserve

land exchange means the exchange of one of the following for other land by
the applicant:
(a) a conservation area or part of a conservation area:
(b) a Crown-owned reserve or part of a Crown-owned reserve.
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(2) If the substantive application is to be lodged by more than 1 authorised person,
the reference to the applicant in the definition of land exchange must be read as
a reference to the authorised person who is to be identified in the application as
the person proposed to exchange land.

23 Information about land exchange required in referral application
(1) The information required to be provided under section 13(4)(y)(v) is—

(a) a description of both land areas proposed for exchange (for example,
maps showing areas and location, addresses, and legal descriptions
where possible:

(b) the financial value of the land proposed to be acquired by the Crown:
(c) a brief description of the conservation values of both pieces of land,

including an explanation of why the exchange would benefit the conser‐
vation estate:

(d) if the land exchange would trigger a right of first refusal or a right of
offer or return, confirmation that the applicant has written agreement
from the holder of the right of first refusal or right of offer or return to
waive that right for the purpose of the land exchange:

(e) confirmation by the applicant that no part of any land to be exchanged
by the Crown is—
(i) land listed in Schedule 4; or
(ii) a reserve declared to be a national reserve under section 13 of the

Reserves Act 1977.
(2) If the substantive application is to be lodged by more than 1 person, the

reference to the applicant in subclause (1)(d) must be read as a reference to
the person who is to be identified in the application as the person proposed to
exchange land.

24 Information required under section 33
The information provided for the purposes of section 33 must include—
(a) an assessment of the conservation values of both pieces of land, includ‐

ing an explanation of why the exchange would benefit the conservation
estate:

(b) details of any improvement work to be done to provide a net conserva‐
tion benefit, including how any money to be provided for improvements
to the land could be spent:

(c) any proposals to address impacts on existing users of the land to be
disposed of by the Crown, such as proposed easements where access to
private land or a culturally significant site is via the Crown land that will
become private land:
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(d) information about financial and legal liabilities and obligations associ‐
ated with the land to be acquired by the Crown:

(e) if the land exchange would trigger a right of first refusal or a right of
offer or return, a copy of the written agreement from the holder of the
right of first refusal or right of offer or return to waive that right for the
purpose of the land exchange:

(ea) a summary of—
(i) the consultation undertaken for the purposes of section 32A; and
(ii) how the consultation has informed the project:

(f) full details of any consultation undertaken by the applicant with relevant
iwi, and any others with rights or interests in the land to be exchanged
by the Crown.

Schedule 6 clause 24(ea): inserted, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(9) of the Fast-track Appro‐
vals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

25 Persons to be invited to provide written comments
For the purposes of section 35, the persons are—
(a) the New Zealand Conservation Authority; and
(b) relevant Conservation Boards; and
(c) the New Zealand Fish and Game Council; and
(d) the Game Animal Council; and
(e) a person with rights or interests in the land to be exchanged by the

Crown.

26 Report by Director-General of Conservation
(1) The report referred to in section 35(3) must include information to address the

matters in clause 29(1)(a)(ii) to (vi) and (b), including—
(a) the conservation values of the land concerned, including how threatened

or abundant they are, and a comparative assessment of the values that
relate to each area of land concerned; and

(b) the financial implications for the Crown of the land exchange; and
(c) whether the consequences of the land exchange would be practical to

manage on an ongoing basis, including consideration of whether the land
exchange would result in an enclave of private land within a conserva‐
tion area or a Crown-owned reserve; and

(d) the legal and financial liabilities, and health and safety risks, for the
Crown associated with the land exchange; and

(e) statements of general policy approved under section 17B or 17C of the
Conservation Act 1987; and
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(f) any conservation management strategy, conservation management plan,
or reserve management plan that has been co-authored, authored, or
approved by a Treaty settlement entity; and

(g) any conditions that should be imposed in accordance with clause 31 or
32 or section 84.

(2) The report must specify any conditions of those specified under section 78 that
the panel must impose in accordance with clause 33.

(3) If the land proposed to be exchanged by the Crown is a Crown-owned reserve
managed by someone other than the Department of Conservation, in preparing
the report, the Director-General of Conservation must consult the manager of
the reserve.

27 Information required under section 43 for land exchange application
For the purposes of section 43(3)(f), the application—
(a) must contain the report provided to the authorised person under section

35; and
(b) must not contain any further information in relation to the land

exchange.

28 Grounds for ministerial call-in of decision
For the purposes of section 74, the appropriate Minister may call in a decision
on land exchange if the Minister is satisfied that either or both of the following
apply:
(a) the land exchange could—

(i) displace holders of interests in, and other users of, Crown land;
and

(ii) as a result, pose significant financial, legal, or other risks for the
Crown:

(b) the land exchange could result in the Crown acquiring land that would
have significant ongoing management costs.

29 Criteria for panel
(1) For the purposes of section 81, when considering a land exchange, including

conditions in accordance with clause 32, the panel, giving the greatest weight
to paragraph (a)(i),—
(a) must take into account—

(i) the purpose of this Act; and
(ii) the conservation values of the land concerned, including how

threatened or abundant they are, and a comparative assessment of
the values that relate to each area of land concerned; and

(iii) the financial implications for the Crown of the land exchange; and
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(iv) whether the consequences of the land exchange would be prac‐
tical to manage on an ongoing basis, including consideration of
whether the land exchange would result in an enclave of private
land within a conservation area or a Crown-owned reserve; and

(v) the legal and financial liabilities, and health and safety risks, for
the Crown associated with the land exchange; and

(vi) statements of general policy approved under section 17B or 17C
of the Conservation Act 1987; and

(vii) any conservation management strategy, conservation management
plan, or reserve management plan that has been co-authored, auth‐
ored, or approved by a Treaty settlement entity and the views of
the entity on the proposed land exchange; and

(b) may consider any conservation management strategy, conservation man‐
agement plan, or reserve management plan (other than a strategy or plan
referred to in paragraph (a)(vii)).

(2) The panel must not grant the approval unless the panel is satisfied that the
land exchange (including any money that may be received under clause 30
and any conditions that the panel may impose in accordance with clause 32)
will enhance the conservation values of conservation areas and Crown-owned
reserves considered as a whole.

(3) The panel must not grant the approval if—
(a) the land to be exchanged by the Crown is—

(i) land listed in Schedule 4; or
(ii) a reserve declared to be a national reserve under section 13 of the

Reserves Act 1977; or
(b) the land exchange would trigger a right of first refusal or a right of offer

or return, and the panel is not satisfied that the holder of the right of first
refusal or right of offer or return has agreed in writing to waive that right
for the purpose of the land exchange.

(4) If, in relation to land, a declaration has been made under the Conservation Act
1987,—
(a) the declaration does not prevent the land from being subject to a land

exchange in accordance with this clause; and
(b) a revocation under section 18(7) of that Act is not required to effect that

land exchange.
(5) In subclause (4), declaration means—

(a) a declaration under section 18 of the Conservation Act 1987; or
(b) the classification of land under section 61 or 62 of that Act as land

deemed to be held for specified purposes under those sections.
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Schedule 6 clause 29(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(11) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

30 Panel may authorise receipt of money by the Crown alongside land
exchange
Alongside a land exchange under this Act, the panel may authorise the receipt
by the Crown of money.

31 Preconditions for land exchange
(1) For the purposes of sections 81 and 86,—

(a) a panel may impose a condition that the applicant—
(i) obtain any resource consent or other matter necessary to enable

the land exchange to be effected:
(ii) obtain any agreement with the holder of an interest in land:

(b) if the agreement of the holder of an interest in land is required for the
land exchange to be effected, the panel must impose a condition that the
applicant obtain that agreement:

(c) if the land offered by the applicant is of lower market value than the land
to be given by way of exchange by the Crown, the panel must impose
a condition that the applicant pay an amount of money to the Crown to
offset the inequality.

(2) No condition may be imposed in accordance with subclause (1) requiring the
payment of money by the Crown to offset any inequality between the market
value of the land to be acquired by the Crown and the land to be given by way
of exchange by the Crown, and nothing in this Act otherwise requires such a
payment.

(3) If the substantive application is lodged by more than 1 authorised person, the
reference to the applicant in subclause (1)(a) must be read as a reference to the
authorised person who is identified in the application as the person proposing
to exchange land.

32 Conditions
(1) The panel may grant a land exchange subject to a condition that—

(a) the land being given by way of exchange by the Crown will be subject
to a reservation, classification, interest, or encumbrance specified by the
panel:

(b) the applicant is required to undertake or bear the cost of any improve‐
ments to the land acquired by the Crown that the panel thinks necessary
as part of ensuring that the land exchange will enhance the conservation
values of conservation areas and Crown-owned reserves considered as a
whole.

Schedule 6 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024
Version as at

13 March 2026

188

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS1535331


(2) The panel may impose any condition to address impacts on any person who has
a right to use the land, but the condition must not include the requirement for
the applicant to obtain the person’s agreement to the land exchange.

(3) If the substantive application is lodged by more than 1 authorised person, the
references to the applicant in subclauses (1) and (2) must be read as references
to the authorised person who is identified in the application as the person
proposed to exchange land.
Schedule 6 clause 32(1)(b): replaced, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(13) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

33 Certain conditions specified in report must be imposed by panel
If the panel grants the land exchange, the panel must impose any conditions
that are specified in accordance with clause 26(2).

34 Giving effect to decision of panel on land exchange
(1) If a panel grants a land exchange, the Minister of Conservation must give

notice in the Gazette of the exchange and otherwise, on behalf of the Crown,
do anything that may be necessary to effect the land exchange if—
(a) the preconditions imposed in accordance with clause 31 have been met;

and
(b) a period of 30 working days has expired after the decision document for

the land exchange was issued under section 88(1).
(2) All land acquired by the Crown under this clause must be held for any conser‐

vation purposes that the Minister of Conservation may specify in respect of that
land by notice in the Gazette.

(3) Money received under clause 30 for the purposes of the panel’s decision under
clause 29(2) must be used on improvements to the land acquired by the Crown
that were necessary to satisfy the panel in accordance with clause 29 that the
land exchange would enhance the conservation values of conservation areas
and Crown-owned reserves considered as a whole.

(4) The Registrar-General of Land is authorised to make any entry in a register
and do all other things that may be necessary to give effect to a land exchange
approved under this Act.
Schedule 6 clause 34(3): replaced, on 17 December 2025, by section 55(14) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

35 Commencement of approval for land exchange
An approval granting a land exchange commences only after it is given effect
in accordance with clause 34.

36 Effect of land exchange
When the land exchange is effected in accordance with clause 34(1), the
land being given by way of exchange by the Crown is no longer subject to
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any reservation, classification, interest, or encumbrance unless included as a
condition of the exchange under clause 32 and notified in the Gazette notice of
the exchange.

37 Sections of Reserves Act 1977 disapplied
Nothing in section 15(2) or (6) of the Reserves Act 1977 applies to a land
exchange granted under this Act.

38 Sections of Conservation Act 1987 disapplied
The following provisions of the Conservation Act 1987 do not apply to land
that is given by the Crown by way of a land exchange granted under this Act:
(a) section 24:
(b) section 24E(2) to (4):
(c) section 24F:
(d) section 62.

39 Section 40 of Public Works Act 1981 disapplied
Nothing in section 40 of the Public Works Act 1981 applies to land that is
subject to a land exchange granted under this Act.

40 Land exchange deemed to be disposal under Conservation Act 1987 for
purposes of Treaty settlement Acts
For the purposes of a Treaty settlement Act, a land exchange granted under this
Act is deemed for the purposes of section 16A of the Conservation Act 1987
or, as the case may be, section 15 of the Reserves Act 1977 to be a disposal of
the land exchanged.

Part 3
Conservation covenants

41 Interpretation
In this Part, conservation covenant means a covenant in force under section
27 of the Conservation Act 1987 or section 77 of the Reserves Act 1977.

42 Information required in application for amendment or revocation of
conservation covenant
For the purposes of section 43(3)(g), an application for an amendment or
revocation of a conservation covenant must include—
(a) a general assessment of the values protected by the covenant (informed

by the covenant purpose and objectives), including the extent of any
values of regional, national, or international significance:
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(b) if the application relates only to a portion of the area protected by a
conservation covenant, a description of the area affected, and the values
contained within it:

(c) assessment of impacts of the project on those values and any proposed
methods of addressing those impacts:

(d) whether and to what extent the values that will be impacted by the
project are found elsewhere in any part of the covenanted area that will
remain subject to the covenant protection:

(e) the contact details of the owner of the burdened land or, if the covenant
relates to more than 1 parcel of land, of the owner of each piece of land
that will be directly affected by the proposed activity:

(f) the written consent to the proposed amendment or revocation of each
person referred to in paragraph (e):

(g) if the covenant was granted in favour of a local authority or other body
under section 77 of the Reserves Act 1977, the written consent of that
local authority or other body:

(h) details of the covenant, including—
(i) the addresses of all land subject to the covenant:
(ii) a copy of the covenant deed and any variations.

43 Report by Director-General of Conservation
The report referred to in section 51(2)(b) must include information about—
(a) the purpose of the conservation covenant and the conservation values of

the land concerned; and
(b) whether the amendment or revocation will compromise values of

regional, national, or international significance; and
(c) any conditions that should be imposed in accordance with clause 46 or

section 84.

44 Persons to be invited to provide written comments
For the purposes of section 53(2)(m)(iii), the persons are—
(a) the New Zealand Conservation Authority; and
(b) relevant Conservation Boards; and
(c) the New Zealand Fish and Game Council; and
(d) the Game Animal Council.

45 Criteria for assessment of application for amendment or revocation of
conservation covenant

(1) For the purposes of section 81, when considering an application for an amend‐
ment or a revocation of a conservation covenant, including conditions in
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accordance with clause 46, the panel must take into account, giving the greatest
weight to paragraph (a),—
(a) the purpose of this Act; and
(b) the purpose of the covenant and the conservation values of the land

concerned; and
(c) whether the amendment or revocation will compromise values of

regional, national, or international significance.
(2) The panel must not grant the approval unless the written consent referred to in

clause 42(f) and, as the case may be, clause 42(g) has been obtained.

46 Conditions
(1) A panel may set conditions relating to the use of land on the amendment or

revocation of a conservation covenant, including—
(a) in the case of the revocation of a covenant, the protection by the appli‐

cant of equivalent land outside the area of the covenant:
(b) in the case of the variation of a covenant, the carrying out by the appli‐

cant of works to enhance conservation values on land remaining within
the covenant.

(2) If the substantive application is lodged by more than 1 authorised person, the
reference to the applicant in subclause (1) must be read as a reference to the
authorised person who will benefit from the amendment or revocation of the
conservation covenant.

47 Giving effect to decision of panel on amendment or revocation of
conservation covenant

(1) If a panel grants an amendment or a revocation of a conservation covenant, the
Minister of Conservation (or, if the covenant was granted in favour of a local
authority or other body under section 77 of the Reserves Act 1977, that local
authority or other body) must, after a period of 30 working days has expired
after the decision document for the amendment or revocation was issued under
section 88(1), give effect to the amendment or revocation by—
(a) applying in writing to the Registrar-General of Land to remove any

registration or notation of the conservation covenant from the record of
title for the land, or to amend the registration or notation; and

(b) doing anything else necessary to amend or revoke the conservation
covenant.

(2) Despite anything to the contrary in the covenant deed, the Registrar-General
of Land must amend or remove a registration or notation of the conservation
covenant in accordance with an application under subclause (1)(a).
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48 Commencement of amendment or revocation of covenant
The amendment or revocation of a covenant under this Act commences only
after it is given effect in accordance with clause 47.
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Schedule 7
Approvals relating to Wildlife Act 1953

s 115

1 Interpretation
In this schedule, wildlife approval means a lawful authority for an act or
omission that would otherwise be an offence under any of sections 56(1),
58(1), 63(1), 63A, 64, 65(1)(f), 70G(1), 70P, and 70T(2) of the Wildlife Act
1953.
Schedule 7 clause 1: amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 56(1) of the Fast-track Approvals
Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

2 Information required in application for wildlife approval
(1) For the purposes of section 43(3)(h), an application for a wildlife approval

must—
(a) specify the purpose of the proposed activity:
(b) identify the actions the applicant wishes to carry out involving protected

wildlife and where they will be carried out (whether on or off public
conservation land):

(c) include an assessment of the activity and its impacts against the purpose
of the Wildlife Act 1953:

(d) list protected wildlife species known or predicted to be in the area and,
where possible, the numbers of wildlife present and numbers likely to be
impacted:

(e) outline impacts on threatened, data deficient, and at-risk wildlife species
(as defined in the New Zealand Threat Classification System):

(f) state how the methods proposed to be used to conduct the actions speci‐
fied under paragraph (b) will ensure that best practice standards are met:

(g) describe the methods to be used to safely, efficiently, and humanely
catch, hold, or kill the animals and identify relevant animal ethics pro‐
cesses:

(h) state the location or locations in which the activity will be carried out,
including a map (and GPS co-ordinates if available):

(i) state whether authorisation is sought to temporarily hold or relocate
wildlife:

(j) list all actual and potential wildlife effects (adverse or positive) of the
proposed activity, including effects on the target species, other indigen‐
ous species, and the ecosystems at the site:

(k) where adverse effects are identified, state what methods will be used to
avoid and minimise those effects, and any offsetting or compensation
proposed to address unmitigated adverse effects (including steps taken
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before the project begins, such as surveying, salvaging, and relocating
protected wildlife):

(l) state whether the applicant or any company director, trustee, partner, or
anyone else involved with the application has been convicted of any
offence under the Wildlife Act 1953:

(m) state whether the applicant or any company director, trustee, partner,
or anyone else involved with the application has any current criminal
charges under the Wildlife Act 1953 pending before a court:

(n) provide proof and details of all consultation, including with hapū or iwi,
on the application specific to wildlife impacts:

(o) provide any additional written expert views, advice, or opinions the
applicant has obtained concerning their proposal.

(2) If the substantive application is to be lodged by more than 1 authorised person,
the reference to the applicant in subclause (1)(b) must be read as a reference to
the authorised person who is to be identified in the application as the proposed
holder of the wildlife approval.

3 Report by Director-General of Conservation
The report referred to in section 51(2)(c) must address—
(a) the matters in clause 5(b) to (c); and
(b) any conditions that should be imposed in accordance with clause 6 or

section 84.

4 Persons to be invited to provide written comments
For the purposes of section 53(2)(m)(iv), the persons are—
(a) the New Zealand Conservation Authority; and
(b) relevant Conservation Boards; and
(c) the New Zealand Fish and Game Council; and
(d) the Game Animal Council.

5 Criteria for assessment of application for wildlife approval
For the purposes of section 81, when considering an application for a wildlife
approval, including conditions under clause 6, the panel must take into account,
giving the greatest weight to paragraph (a),—
(a) the purpose of this Act; and
(b) the purpose of the Wildlife Act 1953 and the effects of the project on the

protected wildlife that is to be covered by the approval; and
(c) information and requirements relating to the protected wildlife that is

to be covered by the approval (including, as the case may be, in the
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New Zealand Threat Classification System or any relevant international
conservation agreement).

6 Conditions
(1) A panel may set any conditions on a wildlife approval that the panel considers

necessary to manage the effects of the activity on protected wildlife.
(2) In setting any condition under subclause (1), the panel must—

(a) consider whether the condition would avoid, minimise, or remedy any
impacts on protected wildlife that is to be covered by the approval; and

(b) where more than minor residual impacts on protected wildlife cannot be
avoided, minimised, or remedied, ensure that they are offset or compen‐
sated for where possible and appropriate; and

(c) take into account, as the case may be, the New Zealand Threat Classifi‐
cation System or any relevant international conservation agreement that
may apply in respect of the protected wildlife that is to be covered by the
approval.

7 Status of wildlife approval and variation, replacement, or transfer of
wildlife approval

(1) A wildlife approval granted under this Act—
(a) has force and effect for its duration, and according to its terms and con‐

ditions, as a lawful authority for the purposes of Part 5 of the Wildlife
Act 1953 for the act or omission for which the approval was granted;
and

(b) is treated as if it were granted under that Act.
(2) The Director-General of Conservation may at any time vary, replace, or trans‐

fer a wildlife approval referred to in subclause (1) on application by the holder
of the approval.

(3) For the purposes of subclause (2),—
(a) the information required to be submitted to the Director-General is the

information specified in clause 2(1); and
(b) the Director-General must decide the application for the variation or

replacement and set any conditions in accordance with clauses 5 and
6 as if the application were for a Wildlife Act approval and as if the
references in clauses 5 and 6 to the panel were to the Director-General;
and

(c) Part 2 of this Act does not apply.
(4) The Director-General may revoke a wildlife approval granted under this Act.
(5) Section 53(7) of the Wildlife Act 1953 applies to a wildlife approval as if it

were an approval granted under section 53 of that Act.
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Schedule 7 clause 7 heading: amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 56(2) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Schedule 7 clause 7(2): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 56(3) of the Fast-track Appro‐
vals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

8 Requirement in section 71 of Wildlife Act 1953 does not apply
The requirement for joint ministerial consent under section 71 of the Wildlife
Act 1953 does not apply if a wildlife approval has been granted under this Act.
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Schedule 8
Approvals relating to Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act

2014
s 115

Contents
Page

1 Interpretation 198
2 Information required in application for archaeological authority 198
3 Report of Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga and Māori

Heritage Council
199

4 Criteria for assessment of application for archaeological authority 199
5 Imposition of conditions on archaeological authorities 200
6 Commencement and duration of archaeological authority 200
7 Application for approval of person to carry out activity 201
8 Service and publication of decision 202
9 Status of archaeological authority 202

1 Interpretation
In this schedule,—
archaeological authority means an approval described in section 42(4)(i)
HNZPT Act means the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.

2 Information required in application for archaeological authority
(1) For the purposes of section 43(3)(i), an application for an archaeological

authority must include the following information:
(a) a legal description of the land or, if one is not available, a description

that is sufficient to identify the land to which the application relates; and
(b) the name of the owner of the relevant land, if the applicant is not the

owner of the land; and
(c) proof of consent, if the owner has consented to the proposed activity;

and
(d) confirmation that the application complies with section 46(2)(a), (b), and

(d); and
(e) a description of each archaeological site to which the application relates

and the location of each site; and
(f) a description of the activity for which the authority is sought; and
(g) a description of how the proposed activity will modify or destroy each

archaeological site; and
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(h) except in the case of an approval described in section 44(b) of the
HNZPT Act, an assessment of—
(i) the archaeological, Māori, and other relevant values of the arch‐

aeological site in the detail that is appropriate to the scale and sig‐
nificance of the proposed activity and the proposed modification
or destruction of the archaeological site; and

(ii) the effect of the proposed activity on those values; and
(i) a statement as to whether consultation with tangata whenua, the owner

of the relevant land (if the applicant is not the owner), or any other
person likely to be affected—
(i) has taken place, with details of the consultation, including the

names of the parties and the tenor of the views expressed; or
(ii) has not taken place or been completed, with the reasons why

consultation has not occurred or been completed (as applicable).
(2) If the substantive application includes the information required by subclause

(1) for the purposes of an approval described in section 42(4)(a) or (d) (a
planning application), the substantive application may—
(a) include the same information for the purposes of this clause; but
(b) must ensure that all of the information required by subclause (1) is

provided.
(3) If the substantive application is to be lodged by more than 1 authorised person,

the reference to the applicant in subclause (1)(b) must be read as a reference to
the authorised person who is to be identified in the application as the proposed
holder of the archaeological authority.
Compare: 2014 No 26 s 46(2), (5)

3 Report of Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga and Māori Heritage
Council
A report referred to in section 51(2)(d) may recommend—
(a) that an archaeological authority be granted with conditions, including

any conditions imposed in accordance with clause 5 or section 84; or
(b) that the approval be declined.

4 Criteria for assessment of application for archaeological authority
(1) For the purposes of section 81, when considering an application for an archaeo‐

logical authority, including conditions in accordance with clause 5, the panel
must take into account, giving the greatest weight to paragraph (a),—
(a) the purpose of this Act; and
(b) the matters set out in section 59(1)(a) of the HNZPT Act; and
(c) the matters set out in section 47(1)(a)(ii) and (5) of the HNZPT Act; and
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(d) a relevant statement of general policy confirmed or adopted under the
HNZPT Act.

(2) For the purposes of subclause (1), the provisions of the HNZPT Act referred
to in that subclause must be read with all necessary modifications, including
that a reference to Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga must be read as a
reference to the panel.

5 Imposition of conditions on archaeological authorities
(1) In relation to an archaeological authority, a panel may impose any conditions,

including conditions that—
(a) the consent of the land owner and the holder of any specified registered

interest must be obtained before the holder of an archaeological author‐
ity may enter the relevant site or undertake any activity under that
authority; and

(b) the site must be returned as nearly as possible to its former state (unless
otherwise agreed between the owner of the land on which the site is
located and the panel); and

(c) any activity undertaken at the site under the archaeological authority
must conform to accepted archaeological practice; and

(d) Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, or the person approved under
this schedule to carry out an activity, must provide a report to—
(i) the holder of the authority; and
(ii) the owner of the archaeological site concerned, if different from

the holder of the authority; and
(iii) Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, unless Heritage New Zea‐

land Pouhere Taonga prepared the report.
(2) The panel may impose a condition requiring an investigation under the HNZPT

Act, but only if the panel is satisfied on reasonable grounds that the investiga‐
tion is likely to provide significant information in relation to the historical and
cultural heritage of New Zealand.
Compare: 2014 No 26 s 52

6 Commencement and duration of archaeological authority
(1) If an authority is granted before the land owner’s consent to a proposed activity

has been obtained, the authority does not commence until the consent of the
land owner has been obtained and notified to Heritage New Zealand Pouhere
Taonga.

(2) An authority is current—
(a) for a period not exceeding 35 years, as specified in the authority; or
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(b) if no period is specified, for a period of 5 years from the date on which
the authority commences, which must not be more than 30 years after
the authority is granted.

(3) On the applicable date, the authority expires.
Compare: 2014 No 26 s 54

7 Application for approval of person to carry out activity
(1) A substantive application that seeks an archaeological authority under this Act

may include an application for approval of any person nominated to undertake
an activity under the authority.

(2) An application for approval of a person to undertake an activity under an
authority,—
(a) if it is made with the application for the authority under this Act, must be

considered under this Act; or
(b) if it is made after the archaeological authority has been approved

(whether under this Act or under the HNZPT Act and despite section
40), must be made and considered under the HNZPT Act.

(3) In the case of an application under subclause (2)(a), before the panel decides
whether to approve an application for approval of a person nominated to under‐
take an activity under an authority, the panel must seek and have regard to a
recommendation from Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga as to whether to
approve the application.

(4) Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga must provide a recommendation sought
under subclause (3) no later than 10 working days after receiving the request
for the recommendation.

(5) Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga must not recommend that the panel
approve a person to carry out an activity under an authority unless satisfied that
the person—
(a) has sufficient skill and competency, is fully capable of ensuring that

the proposed activity is carried out to the satisfaction of Heritage New
Zealand Pouhere Taonga, and has access to appropriate institutional and
professional support and resources; and

(b) in the case of a site of interest to Māori,—
(i) has the requisite competencies for recognising and respecting

Māori values; and
(ii) has access to appropriate cultural support.

(6) If it is necessary at any time, and for any reason, to replace the person
approved to carry out an activity under an archaeological authority granted
under this Act, the holder of the archaeological authority must seek approval
under the HNZPT Act for another nominated person to carry out that activity.
Compare: 2014 No 26 s 45(1)–(3)

Version as at
13 March 2026 Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 Schedule 8

201

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM4005577
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM5283430


8 Service and publication of decision
(1) For the purposes of section 88(1)(c), the persons are—

(a) the nearest public museum; or
(b) the chief executive of the department that, with the authority of the

Prime Minister, is for the time being responsible for the administration
of the HNZPT Act.

(2) In subclause (1), public museum has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the
Protected Objects Act 1975.

9 Status of archaeological authority
An archaeological authority granted under this Act—
(a) has the same force and effect as if it were granted under section 48 of the

HNZPT Act; and
(b) for the purposes of the HNZPT Act, must be treated as if it were an

authority granted under that Act.
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Schedule 9
Approvals relating to complex freshwater fisheries activities

s 115

1 Interpretation
In this schedule, complex freshwater fisheries activity approval means an
approval described in section 42(4)(j).

2 Information required in referral application including standard or
complex freshwater fisheries activity
The information required to be provided under section 13(4)(y)(vi) is the
following:
(a) whether an in-stream structure is proposed (including formal notification

of any dam or diversion structure) and the extent to which this may
impede fish passage; and

(b) whether any fish salvage activities or other complex freshwater fisheries
activities are proposed.

3 Information required in application for complex freshwater fisheries
activity approval
For the purpose of section 43(3)(j), an application for a complex freshwater
fisheries activity approval must include the following information:
(a) in relation to the structure and any fish facility:

(i) a description of the type of structure or fish facility:
(ii) the dimensions of the structure or fish facility:
(iii) the design of the structure or fish facility:
(iv) the placement of the structure or fish facility:
(v) the water flows:
(vi) the operating regime:

(b) the freshwater species and values present (with particular focus on
threatened, data-deficient, and at-risk species as defined in the New
Zealand Threat Classification System):

(c) the water quality and quantity in the surrounding habitat (at the proposed
structure location, upstream and downstream):

(d) how the passage of fish will be provided for or impeded.

4 Report by Director-General of Conservation
The report referred to in section 51(2)(e) must include information about—
(a) the alignment of the proposed activity with best practice and the New

Zealand Fish Passage Guidelines; and
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(b) the management of risks to freshwater values or habitat, including pre‐
vention of access to or spread of invasive species; and

(c) the availability and quality of the habitat upstream and downstream from
the proposed activity; and

(d) the presence of threatened, data-deficient, or at-risk species under the
New Zealand Threat Classification System in the vicinity of the pro‐
posed activity; and

(e) the advantages and disadvantages of providing fish passage upstream or
downstream of the proposed activity; and

(f) any conditions that should be imposed in accordance with clause 6 or
section 84.

5 Criteria for assessment of applications for complex freshwater fisheries
activity approval
For the purpose of section 81, the panel must take into account, giving the
greatest weight to paragraph (a),—
(a) the purpose of this Act; and
(b) the alignment of the proposed activity with best practice and the New

Zealand Fish Passage Guidelines; and
(c) how the proposed activity will manage risks to freshwater values or

habitat, including prevention of access to or spread of invasive species;
and

(d) the availability and quality of the habitat upstream and downstream of
the proposed activity; and

(e) the presence of threatened, data-deficient, or at-risk species under the
New Zealand Threat Classification System in the vicinity of the pro‐
posed activity; and

(f) the advantages and disadvantages of providing fish passage upstream or
downstream of the proposed activity.

6 Conditions on complex freshwater fisheries activity approval
A panel may impose conditions on an approval that the panel considers neces‐
sary to manage the effects of the activity on freshwater fish species, taking into
account—
(a) best practice standards; and
(b) the New Zealand Fish Passage Guidelines.
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7 Complex freshwater fisheries activity approval deemed to be issued under
Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983
A complex freshwater fisheries activity approval has the same force and effect
for its duration, and according to its terms and conditions, as if it were given
under regulation 42 or 43 of the Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983.
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Schedule 10
Approvals relating to Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental

Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012
s 115

Contents
Page

1 Interpretation 206
2 Information about marine consent required in referral application 206
3 Combination of applications for marine consent and approval

described in section 42(4)(a)
207

4 Information required in application for marine consent 207
5 Persons to be invited to provide written comments 207
6 Criteria for assessment of application for marine consent 207
7 Conditions 208
8 Marine consents deemed to be issued under EEZ Act 208
9 Variations to conditions of marine consents 208

1 Interpretation
In this schedule,—
EEZ Act means the Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Envir‐
onmental Effects) Act 2012
marine consent means an approval described in section 42(4)(k).

2 Information about marine consent required in referral application
(1) The information required to be provided under section 13(4)(y)(vii) is—

(a) information about whether the Minister of Conservation is an affected
person:

(b) additional information about whether the applicant has already made an
application for a consent under the EEZ Act in relation to the project,
and, if so,—
(i) details of any application made; and
(ii) the decisions made on that application; and
(iii) information about the matters that the Minister may consider

under section 22(6):
(c) additional information (in a summary form) about compliance or

enforcement action taken against the applicant by the EPA under the
EEZ Act.

(2) If the referral application is to be lodged by more than 1 person, the reference
to the applicant in subclause (1)(b) must be read as a reference to the person
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who is to be identified in the application as the proposed holder of the marine
consent.

3 Combination of applications for marine consent and approval described in
section 42(4)(a)

(1) Subclause (2) applies if the substantive application includes related applica‐
tions for a marine consent and an application for an approval described in
section 42(4)(a) for a cross-boundary activity (within the meaning of section 88
of the EEZ Act).

(2) The impact assessment under the EEZ Act and the assessment of environmen‐
tal effects under the Resource Management Act 1991 must be combined.

4 Information required in application for marine consent
For the purposes of section 43(3)(k), an application for a marine consent must
include the following information:
(a) a description of the proposed activity:
(b) an impact assessment prepared in accordance with section 39 of the EEZ

Act and any requirements prescribed in regulations made under that Act:
(c) if the application relates to an activity referred to in section 20(2)(a), (b),

or (c) of the EEZ Act, a description in general terms of how and when
it is proposed that the structure, submarine pipeline, or submarine cable
will be dealt with at the end of its life.

5 Persons to be invited to provide written comments
For the purposes of section 53(2)(m)(v),—
(a) the persons are those listed in section 46(1)(b)(ii) of the EEZ Act; and
(b) section 46(1)(b)(ii) of the EEZ Act must be read as if references to the

EPA were references to the panel.

6 Criteria for assessment of application for marine consent
(1) For the purposes of section 81, when considering an application for a marine

consent, including conditions in accordance with clause 7, the panel must take
into account, giving the greatest weight to paragraph (a),—
(a) the purpose of this Act; and
(b) sections 10 and 11 of the EEZ Act; and
(c) any relevant policy statements issued under the EEZ Act; and
(d) sections 59, 60, 61(1)(b) and (c) and (2) to (5), 62(1A) and (2), 63, and

64 to 67 of the EEZ Act.
(2) For the purposes of subclause (1)(d), the panel must take into account that

section 62(1A) of the EEZ Act would normally require an application to be
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declined, but must not treat that provision as requiring the panel to decline the
approval the panel is considering.

7 Conditions
Sections 63 to 67 of the EEZ Act apply with any necessary modifications as if
the references to a marine consent authority in those sections were references
to the panel.

8 Marine consents deemed to be issued under EEZ Act
A marine consent that is granted under this Act has the same force and effect
for its duration, and according to its terms and conditions, as if it were a marine
consent granted under the EEZ Act.

9 Variations to conditions of marine consents
An application for a variation of the conditions of, or a review by the EPA of
the conditions of, a marine consent granted under this Act must be conducted
in accordance with the EEZ Act, except that when applying any of the provi‐
sions of the EEZ Act or policy statements set out in clause 6(1)(b) to (d), the
EPA must take into account the purpose of this Act.
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Schedule 11
Approvals relating to Crown Minerals Act 1991

s 115

Contents
Page

Part 1
Access arrangements and variations to access arrangements

1 Interpretation 210
2 Information about access arrangement required in referral

application
210

3 Information required in application for access arrangement 210
4 Report by chief executives of departments that administer land 211
5 Persons to be invited to provide written comments 212
6 Grounds for ministerial call-in of decision 212
7 Criteria for assessment of application for access arrangement

described in section 42(4)(l) (relating to section 61 of Crown
Minerals Act 1991)

212

8 Criteria for assessment of application for access arrangement
described in section 42(4)(m) (relating to section 61B of Crown
Minerals Act 1991)

213

9 Conditions 214
10 Certain conditions specified in report must be imposed by panel 215
11 Giving effect to decision of panel on access arrangement or

variation of access arrangement
215

12 Commencement of access arrangement or variation of access
arrangement

215

13 Status of access arrangement and variation of access arrangement 215
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Mining permits
14 Interpretation 216
15 Information about mining permit required in referral application 216
16 Information required in application for mining permit 218
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18 Persons to be invited to provide written comments 218
19 Criteria to be applied by panel in making decisions 218
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25 Status of mining permit 221
26 Limits on disclosure of information relating to application or

proposed application under this Act
221

27 Disclosure of information held under Crown Minerals Act 1991 for
purpose of application or proposed application under this Act

222

28 Relationship of clauses 26 and 27 with section 90 222

Part 1
Access arrangements and variations to access arrangements

1 Interpretation
In this schedule, unless the context otherwise requires, access arrangement
means the relevant approval of the kind referred to in section 42(4)(l) or (m).

2 Information about access arrangement required in referral application
(1) For the purposes of section 13(4)(y)(viii), the information is confirmation that

the applicant has complied with section 12(2).
(2) If the referral application is to be lodged by more than 1 person, the reference

to the applicant in subclause (1) must be read as a reference to the person
who is to be identified in the application as the proposed holder of the access
arrangement.

3 Information required in application for access arrangement
For the purposes of section 43(3)(l), an application for an access arrangement
must include the following:
(a) a copy of the relevant permit under the Crown Minerals Act 1991 (if a

permit has been granted under that Act):
(b) a clear map or plan of the application area with GPS co-ordinates:
(c) a document identifying the areas of conservation land located within the

application area, its classification, and an assessment against its purpose:
(d) a description of the proposal, including—

(i) the application area, including location and features (for example,
water courses, roads, and amenities):

(ii) a summary of proposed activities (including type of prospecting,
exploration, or mining methods, duration, and scale of activity):

(iii) a statement of the objectives of any Act under which the land is
administered:

(iv) any policy statement, management strategy, or management plan
of the Crown that applies in relation to the land:

(v) details of any resource consents and concessions held or applied
for, or intended applications in relation to the application area:
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(vi) in the case of an application for an approval described in section
42(4)(l), a statement of the direct net economic and other benefits
of the proposed activities in relation to which the access arrange‐
ment is sought:

(vii) in the case of an application for an approval described in section
42(4)(m), the interests of the owner of the mineral, or of any
person to whom the owner of the mineral has granted any rights in
relation to the mineral, in obtaining access to that mineral:

(e) an assessment of the environment, including—
(i) a description of the existing natural environment in and around

the application area (including flora, fauna, aquatic life, and land‐
scape):

(ii) a description of any historic, cultural, and archaeological sites
within the application area (position and significance):

(iii) a description of the social environment in and around the applica‐
tion area (including scenic qualities, recreation facilities, and their
use):

(iv) an assessment of the effects that proposed activities will have
on the environment described in subparagraph (i), both while the
activities are taking place and after their completion:

(v) an outline of consultation undertaken, including full details of
consultation with relevant iwi:

(vi) a description of the proposed safeguards and mitigation measures
to be put in place (for example, proposed rehabilitation, water
management, management of flora and fauna and cultural or his‐
toric sites, and the way in which risks will be managed):

(vii) information about financial and legal liabilities and obligations
associated with the land:

(f) in the case of an application where the land in question is a reserve
managed by a local authority, confirmation that the local authority has
provided written agreement for the activity to be undertaken on the
reserve.

4 Report by chief executives of departments that administer land
(1) The report referred to in section 51(2)(f) must include information to address

the matters in clause 7 (except clause 7(1)(a)(i)) or, as the case may be, clause
8 (except clause 8(1)(a)(i)) and information about—
(a) any other matters relating to the environmental effects of the application;

and
(b) any conditions that should be imposed in accordance with clause 9 or

section 84.
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(2) The report must specify any conditions of those specified under section 78 that
the panel must impose in accordance with clause 10.

5 Persons to be invited to provide written comments
For the purposes of section 53(2)(m)(vi), the persons are—
(a) the New Zealand Conservation Authority; and
(b) relevant Conservation Boards; and
(c) the New Zealand Fish and Game Council; and
(d) the Game Animal Council; and
(e) the Director-General of Conservation.

6 Grounds for ministerial call-in of decision
For the purposes of section 74, the appropriate Minister may call in a decision
on an access arrangement if the Minister is satisfied that the access arrange‐
ment is part of a project to which 1 or more of the following apply:
(a) the project may have effects or pose risks that are not well understood:
(b) the project may pose significant risks to public health and safety:
(c) the project may impose significant liabilities on the Crown.

7 Criteria for assessment of application for access arrangement described in
section 42(4)(l) (relating to section 61 of Crown Minerals Act 1991)

(1) For the purposes of section 81, when considering an application for an access
arrangement described in section 42(4)(l), including conditions in accordance
with clause 9, the panel, giving the greatest weight to paragraph (a)(i),—
(a) must take into account—

(i) the purpose of this Act; and
(ii) the objectives of any Act under which the land is administered;

and
(iii) any purpose for which the land is held by the Crown; and
(iv) any policy statement or management plan of the Crown in relation

to the land if authored, co-authored, or approved by a Treaty
settlement entity; and

(v) any safeguards against potential adverse effects of carrying out the
proposed programme of work; and

(vi) the direct net economic and other benefits of the proposed activity
in relation to which the access arrangement is sought; and

(vii) any other matters that the panel considers relevant:
(b) may consider any policy statement or management plan of the Crown

(other than a statement or plan referred to in paragraph (a)(iv)).
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(2) The panel must decline the approval if—
(a) the land that is the subject of the application is a reserve managed by

a local authority and the panel is not satisfied that the local authority
has provided written agreement for the activity to be undertaken on the
reserve; or

(b) giving effect to the access arrangement or variation to the access
arrangement would result in the conferral of an interest in land that is
incompatible with an existing interest in land; or

(c) where the substantive application also included an application for the
relevant permit to which the access arrangement would relate, the appli‐
cation for the permit is declined; or

(d) had the application been considered under section 61 of the Crown Min‐
erals Act 1991, section 61(1A) of that Act would require the application
to not be accepted.

(3) The local authority whose agreement is required under subclause (2)(a)—
(a) must not unreasonably withhold its agreement; and
(b) in deciding whether to give its agreement, must take into account the

purpose of this Act and any relevant matters under the Reserves Act
1977.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3)(b), if a provision of the Reserves Act 1977
would require the local authority to withhold its agreement, the local authority
must take into account that the provision would normally require it to withhold
its agreement, but must not treat the provision as requiring it to do so.

(5) For the purposes of subclause (2)(d), the reference in section 61(1) of the
Crown Minerals Act 1991 to the permit holder—
(a) must be read as a reference to the applicant; and
(b) if the substantive application was lodged by more than 1 authorised

person, must be read as a reference to the authorised person who was
identified in the application as the proposed holder of the access arrange‐
ment.

8 Criteria for assessment of application for access arrangement described in
section 42(4)(m) (relating to section 61B of Crown Minerals Act 1991)

(1) For the purposes of section 81, when considering an application for an access
arrangement described in section 42(4)(m), including conditions in accordance
with clause 9, the panel, giving the greatest weight to paragraph (a)(i),—
(a) must take into account—

(i) the purpose of this Act; and
(ii) the objectives of any Act under which the land is administered;

and
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(iii) any purpose for which the land is held by the Crown; and
(iv) any policy statement or management plan of the Crown in relation

to the land if authored, co-authored, or approved by a Treaty
settlement entity; and

(v) any safeguards against potential adverse effects of carrying out the
proposed programme of work; and

(vi) the interests of the owner of the mineral, or of any person to
whom the owner of the mineral has granted any rights in relation
to the mineral, in obtaining access to that mineral; and

(vii) any other matters that the panel considers relevant:
(b) may consider any policy statement or management plan of the Crown

(other than a statement or plan referred to in paragraph (a)(iv).
(2) The panel must decline the approval if—

(a) the land that is the subject of the application is a reserve managed by
a local authority and the panel is not satisfied that the local authority
has provided written agreement for the activity to be undertaken on the
reserve; or

(b) giving effect to the access arrangement would result in the conferral of
an interest in land that is incompatible with an existing interest in land.

(3) The local authority whose agreement is required under subclause (2)(a)—
(a) must not unreasonably withhold its agreement; and
(b) in deciding whether to give its agreement, must take into account the

purpose of this Act and any relevant matters under the Reserves Act
1977.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3)(b), if a provision of the Reserves Act 1977
would require the local authority to withhold its agreement, the local authority
must take into account that the provision would normally require it to withhold
its agreement, but must not treat the provision as requiring it to do so.

9 Conditions
(1) On granting an access arrangement described in section 42(4)(l) or (m), the

panel may impose conditions as provided in section 60 (other than section
60(1)(h)) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991.

(2) The panel may impose a condition that the applicant pay to the chief executive
of the department that administers the land rent, fees, or other charges of the
amount specified by the panel.

(3) If the substantive application was lodged by more than 1 authorised person, the
reference to the applicant in subclause (2) must be read as a reference to the
authorised person who was identified in the application as the proposed holder
of the access arrangement.
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10 Certain conditions specified in report must be imposed by panel
If the panel grants the access arrangement, the panel must impose any condi‐
tions that are specified in accordance with clause 4(2).

11 Giving effect to decision of panel on access arrangement or variation of
access arrangement
If a panel grants an access arrangement or variation to an access arrangement,
and a period of 30 working days has expired after the decision document
for the access arrangement or variation of the access arrangement was issued
under section 88(1), the Minister, local authority, or other person who, or body
that, owns or manages the land (as applicable) must give effect to the access
arrangement or variation.

12 Commencement of access arrangement or variation of access arrangement
An access arrangement or variation of an access arrangement commences only
after it is given effect under clause 11.

13 Status of access arrangement and variation of access arrangement
(1) An access arrangement referred to in section 42(4)(l) and granted or varied

under this Act has the same force and effect for its duration, and according
to its terms and conditions, as if it were an access arrangement granted under
section 61 of the Crown Minerals Act 1991.

(2) Section 59(3) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 applies to an access arrange‐
ment or a variation of access arrangements.

(3) An application for a variation of an access arrangement referred to in subclause
(1) must be determined under the Crown Minerals Act 1991, but,—
(a) if section 61C of that Act requires the application to be publicly notified,

the process for that public notification in section 61C(3) does not apply;
and

(b) sections 53 and 54 apply with all necessary modifications as if—
(i) references in sections 53 and 54 to the panel were references to

the appropriate Minister; and
(ii) references in section 54 to the EPA were references to the appro‐

priate Minister.
(4) However, instead of section 61(2) of that Act, clause 7 (and any provisions

referred to in that clause) applies with any necessary modifications as if the ref‐
erences in that clause to the panel were references to the appropriate Minister
or, as the case may be, the Minister and the appropriate Minister.

(5) An access arrangement referred to in section 42(4)(m) and granted under this
Act has the same force and effect for its duration, and according to its terms
and conditions, as if it were an access arrangement granted under section 61B
of the Crown Minerals Act 1991.
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(6) An application for a variation of an access arrangement referred to in subclause
(5) must be determined under the Crown Minerals Act 1991.

(7) However, instead of section 61B(2) of that Act, clause 8 (and any provisions
referred to in that clause) applies with any necessary modifications as if the ref‐
erences in that clause to the panel were references to the appropriate Minister.

(8) To avoid doubt, any land to which access is granted by an access arrangement
referred to in this clause is, while that arrangement is in force, not subject to
any conservation management strategy, conservation management plan, state‐
ment of general policy, or freshwater fisheries management plan of the Crown.

(9) The Minister, local authority or other person or body (as applicable) must give
effect to a decision of a panel about an access arrangement or a variation of an
access arrangement.

(10) In this clause,—
appropriate Minister has the meaning given in section 2A of the Crown
Minerals Act 1991
Minister has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the Crown Minerals Act
1991.

Part 2
Mining permits

14 Interpretation
In this Part,—
mining permit means an approval of the kind described in section 42(4)(n)
Minister has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the Crown Minerals Act
1991.

15 Information about mining permit required in referral application
(1) For the purposes of section 13(4)(y)(ix), the information is—

(a) a copy of the relevant exploration permit or existing privilege to be
exchanged for a mining permit that entitles the holder to mine a Crown-
owned mineral:

(b) the name and contact details of the proposed permit participants and the
proposed permit operator:

(c) a proposed work programme for the proposed permit, which may com‐
prise committed work, committed or contingent work, or both:

(d) evidence of the technical or financial capability of the proposed permit
holder to comply with and give proper effect to the work programme:

(e) information about the proposed permit holder’s history of compliance
with mining or similar permits and their conditions:
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(f) the proposed date on which the substantive application is intended to be
lodged:

(g) if the authorised person proposes to provide information under section
37, the date on which the person intends to provide that information:

(h) the proposed duration of the permit:
(i) if the proposed approvals include a mining permit for petroleum,—

(i) a map of the area over which the mining permit application is
intended to be made, the area in which the surrender of an explor‐
ation permit or existing privileges is proposed (which must be the
same area as the area over which the mining permit application is
intended to be made), and the extent of the resource to which the
development plan relates:

(ii) the resources and reserves relating to the project, estimated in
accordance with the Petroleum Resources Management System:

(iii) a high-level overview of the following:
(A) the proposed field development plan:
(B) the proposed date for the commencement of petroleum pro‐

duction:
(C) the economic model for the project:
(D) the proposed duration of the proposed mining permit:
(E) decommissioning plans:

(j) if the proposed approvals include a mining permit for minerals other
than petroleum,—
(i) a map of the area over which the mining permit application is

intended to be made, the area in which the surrender of an explor‐
ation permit or existing privileges is proposed (which must be the
same area as the area over which the mining permit application is
intended to be made), and the extent of the resource and reserves
to which the development plan relates:

(ii) for minerals other than gold or silver, a report or statement con‐
firming the ownership of the minerals targeted:

(iii) whether the application will be for a Tier 1 or Tier 2 permit:
(iv) an estimate of the mineral resources and reserves relating to the

project, including a summary on acquisition of the data and the
data underpinning the estimate (such as information on sample
locations, grade, and geology):

(v) an indicative mine plan:
(vi) a high-level overview of the following:

(A) the proposed mining method:
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(B) the proposed date for the commencement of mining and
estimated annual production:

(C) the economic model for the project:
(D) the status of or anticipated timing for completing any pre-

feasibility or feasibility studies:
(E) the proposed methods for processing mined material and

handling and treating waste:
(F) anticipated plans for mine closure and rehabilitation.

(2) For the purpose of subclause (1)(j)(iv), for a Tier 1 permit application the
resources and reserves relating to the project are to be estimated in accordance
with a recognised reporting code such as JORC or NI 43-101.

16 Information required in application for mining permit
For the purposes of section 43(3)(m), the information required in an application
for a mining permit is—
(a) the information that would be required to be supplied under the Crown

Minerals Act 1991, regulations, or minerals programmes made under
that Act if the application for the permit were made under that Act:

(b) confirmation that the application will comply with section 42(4)(n) and
(11):

(c) if the information referred to in paragraph (a) was provided by the appli‐
cant under section 37, details of any differences between the information
provided for the purposes of section 37 and the information being provi‐
ded for the purposes of section 43(3)(m).

17 Report by relevant chief executive
The report referred to in section 51(2)(g) must include—
(a) information to address the matters in clauses 19 (except clause 19(1)(a))

and 20:
(b) any conditions that should be imposed in accordance with clause 21.

18 Persons to be invited to provide written comments
For the purposes of section 53(2)(m)(vii), the person is WorkSafe New Zea‐
land.

19 Criteria to be applied by panel in making decisions
(1) For the purposes of section 81, when deciding whether to grant a mining

permit, including conditions in accordance with clause 21, the panel must take
into account, giving the greatest weight to paragraph (a),—
(a) the purpose of this Act; and
(b) the purpose of the Crown Minerals Act 1991.
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(2) The panel, before making its decision under section 81,—
(a) must have regard to the matters specified in section 29C(2)(a) of the

Crown Minerals Act 1991 (if relevant):
(b) may have regard to the matters specified in section 29C(2)(b) of the

Crown Minerals Act 1991 (if relevant).
(3) For the purposes of subclause (2), the matters specified in section 29C(2) of the

Crown Minerals Act 1991 are relevant as if the application were made under
that Act.

20 When mining permit must not be granted
(1) The panel must not grant a mining permit unless the panel is satisfied—

(a) that the deposit for which the mining permit is sought is in the land to
which any of the exploration permits or existing privileges referred to in
section 42(11) apply; and

(b) that the proposed work programme provided by the applicant is consis‐
tent with—
(i) the purpose of the Crown Minerals Act 1991; and
(ii) the purpose of the proposed permit; and
(iii) good industry practice in respect of the proposed activities; and

(c) that the applicant is highly likely to comply with, and give proper effect
to, the proposed work programme, taking into account—
(i) the applicant’s technical capability; and
(ii) the applicant’s financial capability; and
(iii) any relevant and available information on the applicant’s previ‐

ous compliance record in relation to compliance with permits
or rights, and conditions of those permits or rights, authorising
prospecting for exploring, or mining of minerals, in New Zealand
or internationally; and

(d) that, in the case of an application for a petroleum mining permit, the
applicant is highly likely to comply with the relevant obligations under
the Crown Minerals Act 1991 in respect of decommissioning and post-
decommissioning; and

(e) that the applicant is highly likely to comply with the relevant obligations
under the Crown Minerals Act 1991 in respect of reporting and the
payment of fees and royalties; and

(f) that in the case of an applicant for a Tier 1 permit to mine, the proposed
permit operator has or is highly likely to have, by the time relevant work
under a permit is undertaken, the capability and systems that are likely
to be required to meet the health and safety requirements of all specified
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Acts (as defined in section 2(1) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991) for the
types of activities proposed under the permit.

(2) For the purpose of the panel satisfying itself of the matters in subclause (1)(f),
section 29A(3) and (4) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 apply as if references
in those provisions to the Minister were to the panel.

(3) If the substantive application was lodged by more than 1 authorised person, the
references to the applicant in subclause (1)(b) to (e) must be read as references
to the applicant who was identified in the application as the proposed holder of
the mining permit.
Schedule 11 clause 20(1)(a): replaced, on 17 December 2025, by section 58(1) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).
Schedule 11 clause 20(1)(f): amended, on 17 December 2025, by section 58(2) of the Fast-track
Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78).

21 Conditions
Section 25(1)(c) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 applies with any necessary
modifications to conditions for a mining permit as if the reference in that
provision to the Minister were a reference to a panel.

22 Content of mining permit
(1) Section 25(3) and (4) of the Crown Minerals Act 1991 applies to a mining

permit issued under this Act.
(2) For the purposes of subclause (1), the reference in section 25(3) of the Crown

Minerals Act 1991 to the Minister must be read as if it were a reference to the
panel.

23 Giving effect to panel decision on mining permit
(1) If a panel grants a mining permit, the panel must approve the surrender of

the area of the exploration permit or existing privilege that corresponds to the
mining permit area.

(2) After a period of 30 working days has expired after the decision document
for the mining permit was issued under section 88(1), the Minister must do
anything necessary to give effect to the decision of the panel (including speci‐
fying the commencement date to appear on the permit).

24 Commencement of mining permit and effective date of surrender of
exploration permit or existing privilege

(1) A mining permit commences only after it is given effect under clause 23 and in
accordance with the terms of the permit.

(2) The surrender of the area of the exploration permit or existing privilege that
corresponds to the mining permit area takes effect on the same date that the
permit commences.
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25 Status of mining permit
A mining permit granted under this Act has the same force and effect for its
duration, and according to its terms and conditions, as if it were granted under
section 25 of the Crown Minerals Act 1991.

26 Limits on disclosure of information relating to application or proposed
application under this Act

(1) No specified person or entity may disclose any information that relates to any
application or proposed application for a mining permit under this Act unless—
(a) the information is publicly available; or
(b) the disclosure is with the consent of the person to whom the information

relates, or to whom the information is confidential; or
(c) the disclosure is in connection with proceedings, or any investigation or

inquiry for proceedings, for an offence; or
(d) disclosure is required by a court of competent jurisdiction; or
(e) the disclosure is done under subclause (2).

(2) A specified person or entity (the disclosing person or entity) may disclose
to another specified person or entity (the receiving person or entity) any
information, or a copy of any document, that the disclosing person or entity—
(a) holds in relation to the performance or exercise of their functions, duties,

or powers in relation to an application or a proposed application for a
mining permit under this Act; and

(b) considers may assist the receiving person or entity in the performance or
exercise of the receiving person’s or entity’s functions, duties, or powers
under this Act.

(3) Subclause (4) applies if information about an application or proposed applica‐
tion for a mining permit under this Act may or must be provided to any person
(other than a specified person or entity) under any provision of this Act other
than this clause or clause 27.

(4) Despite any other provision of this Act, the person providing the information
must withhold any information that the person is satisfied that there would
be good reason to withhold under the Official Information Act 1982 if the
information were requested under that Act.

(5) Information that the Minister or relevant chief executive holds in relation to the
performance or exercise of his or her functions, duties, or powers under this
Act in relation to an application or proposed application for a permit may be
treated as held under the Crown Minerals Act 1991 for the purpose of applying
section 90E of that Act.

(6) In this clause and clause 27, specified person or entity means—
(a) the Minister:
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(b) the Minister for Infrastructure:
(c) the relevant chief executive:
(d) the EPA:
(e) the responsible agency:
(f) a panel:
(g) a special or technical adviser appointed by a panel.

27 Disclosure of information held under Crown Minerals Act 1991 for
purpose of application or proposed application under this Act

(1) The relevant chief executive may disclose to any other specified person or
entity any information, or a copy of any document, that the chief executive—
(a) holds in relation to the performance or exercise of the relevant chief

executive’s functions, duties, or powers under the Crown Minerals Act
1991 that relates to an application or proposed application for a mining
permit under this Act; and

(b) considers may assist the receiving person or entity in the performance or
exercise of its functions, duties, or powers under this Act.

(2) If information is disclosed under subclause (1), the person to whom it is
disclosed must not disclose it unless—
(a) the disclosure is to another specified person or entity for the purpose of

the person’s or entity’s functions, duties, or powers under this Act; or
(b) the information is publicly available; or
(c) the disclosure is with the consent of the person to whom the information

relates, or to whom the information is confidential; or
(d) the disclosure is in connection with proceedings, or any investigation

or inquiry for proceedings, for an offence against this Act or any other
enactment; or

(e) disclosure is required by an enactment other than this Act; or
(f) disclosure is required by a court of competent jurisdiction.

28 Relationship of clauses 26 and 27 with section 90
If there is any inconsistency between a provision of clause 26 or 27 and section
90, the provision of clause 26 or 27 prevails.
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Schedule 12
Modifications to process under Public Works Act 1981 to take or

deal with land
s 115

1 Interpretation
In this schedule,—
court means the Environment Court
land has the meaning given to it in section 2 of the Public Works Act 1981.

2 Application of this schedule
This schedule applies if—
(a) a process is being conducted under the Public Works Act 1981 to acquire

land that is part of a project being dealt with using the fast-track appro‐
vals process; and

(b) the project has been referred to a panel; and
(c) a person has objected to the taking of the land to the court under section

23 of the Public Works Act 1981.

3 Court must accept determination of panel about consideration of
alternative sites, etc

(1) The court must, whether or not the parties consent, accept any determination
of a panel that relates to the matters in section 168A(3)(b) or 171(1)(b) of the
Resource Management Act 1991 when making the enquiries required under
section 24(7)(b) of the Public Works Act 1981.

(2) Despite subclause (1), the court may consider any material new evidence
relating to the matters in section 24(7)(b) of the Public Works Act 1981 that is
provided to the court.
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Schedule 13
Amendments to other legislation

s 121

Environment Act 1986 (1986 No 127)
In the Schedule, insert in its appropriate alphabetical order:
Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

Environmental Protection Authority Act 2011 (2011 No 14)
In section 5, definition of environmental Act, replace paragraph (ca) with:

(ca) the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024:

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (2014 No 26)
In section 23, replace “or the Crown Entities Act 2004” with “, the Crown Entities
Act 2004, or the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024”.

Ngāti Rangi Claims Settlement Act 2019 (2019 No 40)
In Schedule 5, after clause 1(b), insert:

(ba) Fast-track Approvals Act 2024:

Ngati Tuwharetoa, Raukawa, and Te Arawa River Iwi Waikato River Act 2010
(2010 No 119)
After section 18(4)(b), insert:

(ba) Fast-track Approvals Act 2024:

Official Information Act 1982 (1982 No 156)
In Schedule 1, insert in its appropriate alphabetical order:
Panel convener and panels appointed under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024

Te Awa Tupua (Whanganui River Claims Settlement) Act 2017 (2017 No 7)
In Schedule 2, after clause 1(b), insert:

(ba) Fast-track Approvals Act 2024:

Waikato-Tainui Raupatu Claims (Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010 (2010
No 24)
After section 17(4)(a), insert:

(aa) Fast-track Approvals Act 2024:
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Notes

1 General
This is a consolidation of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 that incorporates
the amendments made to the legislation so that it shows the law as at its stated
date.

2 Legal status
A consolidation is taken to correctly state, as at its stated date, the law enacted
or made by the legislation consolidated and by the amendments. This presump‐
tion applies unless the contrary is shown.
Section 78 of the Legislation Act 2019 provides that this consolidation, pub‐
lished as an electronic version, is an official version. A printed version of
legislation that is produced directly from this official electronic version is also
an official version.

3 Editorial and format changes
The Parliamentary Counsel Office makes editorial and format changes to con‐
solidations using the powers under subpart 2 of Part 3 of the Legislation Act
2019. See also PCO editorial conventions for consolidations.

4 Amendments incorporated in this consolidation
Fast-track Approvals (Wairakei South and Other Projects) Amendment Order 2026 (SL 2026/43)
Fast-track Approvals Amendment Act 2025 (2025 No 78)
Fast-track Approvals (Genesis Energy Limited) Order 2025 (SL 2025/255)
Fast-track Approvals (Southpark Agri Development Limited and Others) Order 2025 (SL 2025/118)
Fast-track Approvals (Pukerua Property Group Limited Partnership) Order 2025 (SL 2025/56)

Wellington, New Zealand:

Published under the authority of the New Zealand Government—2026
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