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Letters Patent Constituting the Office of GovernorGeneral of New Zealand
(SR 1983/225)

Elizabeth R
Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God Queen of New Zealand and Her Other
Realms and Territories, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith:
To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:
Recites Letters Patent of 11 May 1917
Whereas by certain Letters Patent under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom bear‐
ing date at Westminster the 11th day of May 1917, His late Majesty King George the
Fifth constituted, ordered, and declared that there should be a Governor-General and
Commander-in-Chief in and over the Dominion of New Zealand:
Recites Letters Patent of 18 December 1918
And whereas by certain Letters Patent under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom
bearing date at Westminster the 18th day of December 1918, His late Majesty King
George the Fifth made other provision for the publication and the coming into oper‐
ation of the said Letters Patent bearing date the 11th day of May 1917, in lieu of the
provision made in the Fifteenth Clause thereof:
Recites Royal Instructions of 11 May 1917
And whereas at the Court at St. James’s on the 11th day of May 1917, His late Maj‐
esty King George the Fifth caused certain Instructions under the Royal Sign Manual
and Signet to be given to the Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief:

Note
Changes authorised by section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989 have been made in this
reprint.
A general outline of these changes is set out in the notes at the end of this reprint, together with other explan‐
atory material about this reprint.
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Recites Dormant Commission of 23 July 1917
And whereas at the Court at St. James’s on the 23rd day of July 1917, His late Maj‐
esty King George the Fifth caused a Dormant Commission to be passed under the
Royal Sign Manual and Signet, appointing the Chief Justice or the Senior Judge for
the time being of the Supreme Court of New Zealand to administer the Government
of New Zealand, in the event of the death, incapacity, or absence of the GovernorGeneral and Commander-in-Chief and of the Lieutenant-Governor (if any):
Recites approval by Executive Council of draft of new Letters Patent
And whereas, by Order in Council bearing date at Wellington the 26th day of Septem‐
ber 1983, Our Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief of New Zealand, acting
by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Council of New Zealand, has
requested the issue of new Letters Patent revoking and determining the said Letters
Patent bearing date the 11th day of May 1917, the said Letters Patent bearing date the
18th day of December 1918, the said Instructions, and the said Dormant Commission,
and substituting in place of the revoked documents other provision in the form of the
draft of new Letters Patent set out in Schedule 1 to that Order in Council:
Recites application of Letters Patent, Royal Instructions, and Dormant Commission
to Cook Islands and Niue
And whereas the said Letters Patent bearing date the 11th day of May 1917, the said
Letters Patent bearing date the 18th day of December 1918, the said Instructions, and
the said Dormant Commission extend to the self-governing state of the Cook Islands
and to the self-governing state of Niue as part of the law of the Cook Islands and of
Niue, respectively:
Recites approval by Government of Cook Islands and Government of Niue of draft of
new Letters Patent
And whereas approval of the said draft of new Letters Patent has been signified on
behalf of the Government of the Cook Islands and the Government of Niue:
Effects revocations
Now, therefore, We do by these presents revoke and determine the said Letters Patent
bearing date the 11th day of May 1917, the said Letters Patent bearing date the 18th
day of December 1918, the said Instructions, and the said Dormant Commission, but
without prejudice to anything lawfully done thereunder; and We do hereby declare
that the persons who are members of the body known as the Executive Council of
New Zealand immediately before the coming into force of these Our Letters Patent
shall be members of Our Executive Council hereby constituted as though they had
been appointed thereto under these Our Letters Patent.
And We do declare Our will and pleasure as follows:
1

Office of Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief constituted
We do hereby constitute, order, and declare that there shall be, in and over Our
Realm of New Zealand, which comprises—
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(a)

New Zealand; and

(b)

the self-governing state of the Cook Islands; and

(c)

the self-governing state of Niue; and

(d)

Tokelau; and

(e)

the Ross Dependency,—

cl 5

a Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief who shall be Our representative
in Our Realm of New Zealand, and shall have and may exercise the powers and
authorities conferred on him by these Our Letters Patent, but without prejudice
to the office, powers, or authorities of any other person who has been or may
be appointed to represent Us in any part of Our Realm of New Zealand and to
exercise powers and authorities on Our behalf.
2

Appointment of Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief
And We do hereby order and declare that Our Governor-General and
Commander-in-Chief (hereinafter called Our Governor-General) shall be
appointed by Us, by Commission under the Seal of New Zealand, and shall
hold office during Our pleasure.

3

Governor-General’s powers and authorities
And We do hereby authorise and empower Our Governor-General, except as
may be otherwise provided by law,—

4

(a)

to exercise on Our behalf the executive authority of Our Realm of New
Zealand, either directly or through officers subordinate to Our GovernorGeneral; and

(b)

for greater certainty, but not so as to restrict the generality of the forego‐
ing provisions of this clause, to do and execute in like manner all things
that belong to the Office of Governor-General including the powers and
authorities hereinafter conferred by these Our Letters Patent.

Manner in which Governor-General’s powers and authorities are to be
executed
Our Governor-General shall do and execute all the powers and authorities of
the Governor-General according to—

5

(a)

the tenor of these Our Letters Patent and of such Commission as may be
issued to Our Governor-General under the Seal of New Zealand; and

(b)

such laws as are now or shall hereafter be in force in Our Realm of New
Zealand or in any part thereof.

Publication of Governor-General’s Commission
Every person appointed to fill the Office of Governor-General shall, before
entering on any of the duties of the office, cause the Commission appointing
him to be Governor-General to be publicly read, in the presence of the Chief
3
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Justice, or some other Judge of the High Court of New Zealand, and of mem‐
bers of the Executive Council thereof.
6

Oaths to be taken by Governor-General
Our Governor-General shall, immediately after the public reading of the Com‐
mission appointing him, take—
(a)

the Oath of Allegiance in the form for the time being prescribed by the
law of New Zealand; and

(b)

the Oath for the due execution of the Office of Governor-General in the
form following:
I, [name], swear that, as Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief of
the Realm of New Zealand, comprising New Zealand; the self-governing
states of the Cook Islands and Niue; Tokelau; and the Ross Dependency,
I will faithfully and impartially serve Her [or His] Majesty [specify the
name of the reigning Sovereign, as thus: Queen Elizabeth the Second],
Queen of New Zealand [or King of New Zealand], Her [or His] heirs
and successors, and the people of the Realm of New Zealand, in accord‐
ance with their respective laws and customs. So help me God.

which Oaths the Chief Justice or other Judge in whose presence the Commis‐
sion is read is hereby required to administer.
Clause 6(b): substituted, on 22 August 2006, by clause 1 of the Letters Patent (2006) Amending Let‐
ters Patent Constituting the Office of Governor-General of New Zealand (SR 2006/219).

7

Constitution of Executive Council
And We do by these presents constitute an Executive Council to advise Us and
Our Governor-General in the Government of Our Realm of New Zealand.

8

Membership of Executive Council
The Executive Council shall consist of those persons who, having been appoin‐
ted to the Executive Council from among persons eligible for appointment
under the Constitution Act 1986, are for the time being Our responsible advis‐
ers.
Clause 8: substituted, on 1 January 1987, by clause 1 of the Letters Patent Amending Letters Patent
Constituting the Office of Governor-General of New Zealand (SR 1987/8).

9

Quorum of Executive Council
The Executive Council shall not proceed to the despatch of business unless two
members at the least (exclusive of any member presiding in the absence of Our
Governor-General) be present throughout the whole of the meeting at which
any such business is despatched, except that in a situation of urgency or emer‐
gency, members may be present by any method of communication that allows
each member to participate effectively during the whole of the meeting.
Clause 9: amended, on 22 August 2006, by clause 2 of the Letters Patent (2006) Amending Letters
Patent Constituting the Office of Governor-General of New Zealand (SR 2006/219).
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Appointment of members of Executive Council, etc
And We do hereby authorise and empower Our Governor-General, from time
to time in Our name and on Our behalf, to constitute and appoint under the Seal
of New Zealand, to hold office during pleasure, all such members of the Execu‐
tive Council, Ministers of the Crown, commissioners, diplomatic or consular
representatives of New Zealand, principal representatives of New Zealand in
any other country or accredited to any international organisation, and other
necessary officers as may be lawfully constituted or appointed by Us.

11

Exercise of prerogative of mercy
And We do further authorise and empower Our Governor-General, in Our
name and on Our behalf, to exercise the prerogative of mercy in Our Realm of
New Zealand, except in any part thereof where, under any law now or hereafter
in force, the prerogative of mercy may be exercised in Our name and on Our
behalf by any other person or persons, to the exclusion of Our GovernorGeneral; and for greater certainty but not so as to restrict the authority hereby
conferred, Our Governor-General may:

12

(a)

grant, to any person concerned in the commission of any offence for
which he may be tried in any court in New Zealand or in any other part
of Our said Realm to which this clause applies or to any person convic‐
ted of any offence in any such court, a pardon, either free or subject to
lawful conditions; or

(b)

grant, to any person, a respite, either indefinite or for a specified period,
of the execution of any sentence passed on that person in any court in
New Zealand or in any other part of Our said Realm to which this clause
applies; or

(c)

remit, subject to such lawful conditions as he may think fit to impose,
the whole or any part of any such sentence or of any penalty or forfeiture
otherwise due to Us on account of any offence in respect of which a per‐
son has been convicted by any court in New Zealand or in any other part
of Our said Realm to which this clause applies.

Administrator of the Government
Whenever the Office of Governor-General is vacant, or the holder of the Office
is for any reason unable to perform all or any of the functions of the Office, We
do hereby authorise, empower, and command the Chief Justice of New Zealand
to perform the functions of the Office of Governor-General. If, however, there
is for the time being no Chief Justice able to act as Governor-General, then the
next most senior Judge of the New Zealand judiciary who is able so to act is so
authorised, empowered, and commanded. The Chief Justice or the next most
senior Judge, while performing all or any of the functions of the Office of
Governor-General, is to be known as the Administrator of the Government; and
in these Our Letters Patent every reference to Our Governor-General includes,
5
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unless inconsistent with the context, a reference to Our Administrator of the
Government.
Clause 12: substituted, on 22 August 2006, by clause 3 of the Letters Patent (2006) Amending Letters
Patent Constituting the Office of Governor-General of New Zealand (SR 2006/219).

13

Oaths to be taken by Administrator of the Government
The said Chief Justice or next most senior Judge of the New Zealand judiciary
shall, on the first occasion on which he is required to act as Administrator of
the Government and before entering on any of the duties of the Office of
Governor-General, take the Oaths hereinbefore directed to be taken by Our
Governor-General, which Oaths, with such modifications as are necessary,
shall be administered by some other Judge of the High Court of New Zealand,
in the presence of not less than two members of the Executive Council.
Clause 13: amended, on 22 August 2006, by clause 4 of the Letters Patent (2006) Amending Letters
Patent Constituting the Office of Governor-General of New Zealand (SR 2006/219).

14

Powers and authorities of Governor-General not abridged
While Our Administrator of the Government is performing all or any of the
functions of the Office of Governor-General, the powers and authorities of Our
Governor-General shall not be abridged, altered, or in any way affected, other‐
wise than as We may at any time hereafter think proper to direct.

15

Governor-General’s absence
[Revoked]
Clause 15: revoked, on 22 August 2006, by clause 5 of the Letters Patent (2006) Amending Letters
Patent Constituting the Office of Governor-General of New Zealand (SR 2006/219).

16

Ministers to keep Governor-General informed
Our Ministers of the Crown in New Zealand shall keep Our Governor-General
fully informed concerning the general conduct of the Government of Our said
Realm, so far as they are responsible therefor, and shall furnish Our GovernorGeneral with such information as he may request with respect to any particular
matter relating to the Government of Our said Realm.

17

Ministers and others to obey, aid, and assist Governor-General
Our Ministers of the Crown and other officers, civil and military, and all other
inhabitants of Our Realm of New Zealand, shall obey, aid, and assist Our
Governor-General in the performance of the functions of the Office of
Governor-General.

18

Power reserved to Her Majesty to revoke, alter, or amend the present
Letters Patent
And We do hereby reserve to Ourselves, Our heirs and successors, full power
and authority from time to time to revoke, alter, or amend these Our Letters
Patent as to Us or them shall seem meet.
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Present Letters Patent to have effect as law
And We do further declare that these Our Letters Patent shall take effect as part
of the law of Our Realm of New Zealand, comprising New Zealand, the selfgoverning state of the Cook Islands, the self-governing state of Niue, Tokelau,
and the Ross Dependency on the 1st day of November 1983.

In witness whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and for the
greater testimony and validity thereof We have caused the Seal of New Zealand to be
affixed to these presents, which We have signed with Our Regal Hand.
Given the 28th day of October in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred
and Eighty-three and in the 32nd Year of Our Reign.

By Her Majesty’s Command.

[Seal]

R D Muldoon,
Prime Minister of New Zealand.
Issued under the authority of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989.
Date of notification in Gazette: 31 October 1983.
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1

General
This is a reprint of the Letters Patent Constituting the Office of GovernorGeneral of New Zealand. The reprint incorporates all the amendments to the
Letters Patent as at 22 August 2006, as specified in the list of amendments at
the end of these notes.
Relevant provisions of any amending enactments that contain transitional, sav‐
ings, or application provisions that cannot be compiled in the reprint are also
included, after the principal enactment, in chronological order. For more infor‐
mation, see http://www.pco.parliament.govt.nz/reprints/.

2

Status of reprints
Under section 16D of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989, reprints
are presumed to correctly state, as at the date of the reprint, the law enacted by
the principal enactment and by the amendments to that enactment. This pre‐
sumption applies even though editorial changes authorised by section 17C of
the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989 have been made in the reprint.
This presumption may be rebutted by producing the official volumes of statutes
or statutory regulations in which the principal enactment and its amendments
are contained.

3

How reprints are prepared
A number of editorial conventions are followed in the preparation of reprints.
For example, the enacting words are not included in Acts, and provisions that
are repealed or revoked are omitted. For a detailed list of the editorial conven‐
tions, see http://www.pco.parliament.govt.nz/editorial-conventions/ or Part 8 of
the Tables of New Zealand Acts and Ordinances and Statutory Regulations and
Deemed Regulations in Force.

4

Changes made under section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication
Act 1989
Section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989 authorises the
making of editorial changes in a reprint as set out in sections 17D and 17E of
that Act so that, to the extent permitted, the format and style of the reprinted
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Notes

enactment is consistent with current legislative drafting practice. Changes that
would alter the effect of the legislation are not permitted.
A new format of legislation was introduced on 1 January 2000. Changes to
legislative drafting style have also been made since 1997, and are ongoing. To
the extent permitted by section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication
Act 1989, all legislation reprinted after 1 January 2000 is in the new format for
legislation and reflects current drafting practice at the time of the reprint.
In outline, the editorial changes made in reprints under the authority of section
17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989 are set out below, and
they have been applied, where relevant, in the preparation of this reprint:
•

omission of unnecessary referential words (such as “of this section” and
“of this Act”)

•

typeface and type size (Times Roman, generally in 11.5 point)

•

layout of provisions, including:
•

indentation

•

position of section headings (eg, the number and heading now
appear above the section)

•

format of definitions (eg, the defined term now appears in bold type,
without quotation marks)

•

format of dates (eg, a date formerly expressed as “the 1st day of January
1999” is now expressed as “1 January 1999”)

•

position of the date of assent (it now appears on the front page of each
Act)

•

punctuation (eg, colons are not used after definitions)

•

Parts numbered with roman numerals are replaced with arabic numerals,
and all cross-references are changed accordingly

•

case and appearance of letters and words, including:
•

format of headings (eg, headings where each word formerly
appeared with an initial capital letter followed by small capital let‐
ters are amended so that the heading appears in bold, with only
the first word (and any proper nouns) appearing with an initial
capital letter)

•

small capital letters in section and subsection references are now
capital letters

•

schedules are renumbered (eg, Schedule 1 replaces First Schedule), and
all cross-references are changed accordingly

•

running heads (the information that appears at the top of each page)
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•
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format of two-column schedules of consequential amendments, and
schedules of repeals (eg, they are rearranged into alphabetical order,
rather than chronological).

List of amendments incorporated in this reprint
(most recent first)
Letters Patent (2006) Amending Letters Patent Constituting the Office of Governor-General of New
Zealand (SR 2006/219)
Letters Patent Amending Letters Patent Constituting the Office of Governor-General of New Zealand
(SR 1987/8)

Wellington, New Zealand:
Published under the authority of the New Zealand Government—2011
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