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Regulations 1996

(SR 1996/223)

Michael Hardie Boys, Governor-General

Order in Council

At Wellington this 11th day of August 1996

Present:
His Excellency the Governor-General in Council

Pursuant to section 78(1) of the Dog Control Act 1996, His Excel-
lency the Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Executive Council, hereby makes the following regula-
tions.
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Note
Changes authorised by section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989
have been made in this reprint.
A general outline of these changes is set out in the notes at the end of this reprint, together
with other explanatory material about this reprint.
These regulations are administered by the Department of Internal Affairs.
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4 Transitional provision relating to existing application
form [Revoked]
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Schedule 4
Forms

Regulations
1 Title and commencement
(1) These regulations may be cited as the Dog Control (Prescribed

Forms) Regulations 1996.
(2) These regulations shall come into force on the day after the

date of their notification in the Gazette.

2 Forms
Subject to regulation 3,—
(a) the forms set out in the Schedule are hereby prescribed

as the forms required for the purposes of the Act; and
(b) the particulars contained in those forms are prescribed

as particulars required under the Act.
Regulation 2: amended, on 15 December 2003, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2003 (SR 2003/350).

3 Alterations to forms
Without limiting the generality of section 26 of the Interpret-
ation Act 1999, the forms prescribed by these regulations—
(a) may be altered in design to suit the business processes

of territorial authorities; and
(b) may contain additional material not inconsistent with

the prescribed particulars; and
(c) may be varied to suit the circumstances of any case.
Regulation 3: amended, on 15 December 2003, by regulation 4 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2003 (SR 2003/350).
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4 Transitional provision relating to existing application
form
[Revoked]
Regulation 4: revoked, on 15 December 2003, by regulation 5 of the Dog Con-
trol (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2003 (SR 2003/350).
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Schedule r 2

Forms
Schedule: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog Control
(Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
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Form 1 r 2
[Territorial authority]

Notice of seizure and removal of dog
Section 15, Dog Control Act 1996

To [name of owner or, if the owner is not present, name of person
appearing to be in charge of land or premises]
Address:
Dog: [description]
This is to notify you that this dog has been seized and removed from
this address under section 15(1)(c) of the Dog Control Act 1996.
This was done because—
• the dog was believed to be without access to proper and suffi-

cient food, water, or shelter; and
• there was reasonable cause to suspect that the dog would not

be given access to proper and sufficient food, water, or shelter
within the next 24 hours.

The owner* may apply for the return of the dog and should contact
[names and designations of officers of territorial authority] at [ad-
dress and/or telephone number].
The owner may be required to pay any fees incurred in the seizure,
custody, sustenance, and transport of the dog.

Signature of Dog Control Officer/Dog Ranger:
Date:
*For the purposes of the Dog Control Act 1996, you are the owner of a dog if—
• you own the dog; or
• you have the dog in your possession (otherwise than for a period not

exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of preventing the dog causing injury,
or damage, or distress, or for the sole purpose of restoring a lost dog to
its owner); or

• you are the parent or guardian of a person under 16 who is the owner
of the dog and who is a member of your household living with and
dependent on you.

Schedule form 1: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
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Form 2 r 2
[Territorial authority]

Notice of classification as probationary owner
Section 21, Dog Control Act 1996

To [name of owner]
Address:
This is to notify you that you have been classified as a probationary
owner under section 21 of the Dog Control Act 1996.
This follows—
• your conviction for [details of offences referred to in section

21(1)]; or
• 3 or more infringement offences (not relating to a single in-

cident or occasion) having been committed by you within a
continuous period of 24 months.

The classification will apply from [date of offence, or date of third
or more infringement offence] until [date under section 23(1)] unless
earlier terminated by the [territorial authority].
A summary of the effect of the classification and your right to object
is provided below.

Signature of officer of [territorial authority]:
Date:

Effect of classification as probationary owner
Sections 23, 23A, and 24, Dog Control Act 1996

During the classification period you may not become the registered
owner of any dog that is not presently registered by you.
You are required within 14 days of the date of this notice to dispose
of every unregistered dog owned by you.
You may be required to undertake, at your own expense, a dog owner
education programme or a dog obedience course (or both) approved
by the [territorial authority]. You will commit an offence and be
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000 if you do not
comply with this requirement.
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Form 2—continued

You will also commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $3,000 if you—
• fail to dispose of every dog owned by you within 14 days of

this notice; or
• at any time while classified as a probationary owner, become

the owner of any dog (unless you were the owner of the dog on
the date of the offence or on the date of the third infringement
offence in respect of which the classification as a probationary
owner was made); or

• dispose or give custody or possession of any dog to any person,
if you know that the person is disqualified from being a dog
owner.

Full details of the effect of classification as a probationary owner are
provided in the Dog Control Act 1996.

Right of objection
Section 22, Dog Control Act 1996

You may object to classification as a probationary owner by lodg-
ing a written objection with the [territorial authority] setting out the
grounds on which you object. You are entitled to be heard in sup-
port of the objection and will be notified of the time and place when
your objection will be heard. No objection can be lodged within 12
months of the hearing of any previous objection to the same classifi-
cation. If an objection is lodged within 14 days after the date of this
notice, the requirement to dispose of every unregistered dog owned
by you will be suspended until the [territorial authority] has deter-
mined the objection.

Schedule form 2: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
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Form 3 r 2
[Territorial authority]

Notice of disqualification from dog ownership
Section 25, Dog Control Act 1996

To [name of owner]
Address:
This is to notify you that you have been disqualified under section 25
of the Dog Control Act 1996 from owning any dog.
This follows—
• 3 or more infringement offences (not relating to a single in-

cident or occasion) having been committed by you, within a
continuous period of 24 months; or

• your conviction for [details of offences referred to in section
25(1)(b) or (c)].

The disqualification will apply from [date of third or more infringe-
ment offence, or date of offence] until [date under section 25(4)].
A summary of the effect of the disqualification and your right to ob-
ject is provided below.

Signature of officer of [territorial authority]:
Date:

Effect of disqualification
Section 28, Dog Control Act 1996

You are required to dispose of every dog owned by you within 14
days of the date of this notice.
However, you may not dispose of a dog—
• to a person who resides at the same address as you; or
• in a way that constitutes an offence against the Dog Control

Act 1996 or any other Act.
You must not become the owner, even on a temporary basis, of any
dog while you are disqualified. You may have possession of a dog
only for the purpose of—
• preventing it from causing injury, damage, or distress; or
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Form 3—continued

• returning, within 72 hours, a lost dog to a territorial authority
for the purpose of restoring the dog to its owner.

You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $3,000 if you—
• fail to dispose of every dog owned by you within 14 days of

this notice; or
• at any time while disqualified, become the owner of any dog;

or
• dispose of a dog owned by you—

• to a person who resides at the same address as you; or
• in a manner that constitutes an offence against the Dog

Control Act 1996 or any other Act.
If you are convicted of the first or second of these offences, your
period of disqualification may be further extended.
You will also commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $3,000 if you dispose or give custody or possession
of a dog to a person knowing that person to be disqualified from
ownership under section 25 of the Dog Control Act 1996.
Full details of the effect of disqualification are provided in the Dog
Control Act 1996.

Right of objection to disqualification
Section 26, Dog Control Act 1996

You may object to the disqualification by lodging a written objection
with the [territorial authority] setting out the grounds on which you
object. You are entitled to be heard in support of your objection and
will be notified of the time and place when your objection will be
heard. No objection can be lodged within 12 months of the hearing
of any previous objection to the disqualification. If an objection is
lodged within 14 days after the date of this notice, the requirement
to dispose of every dog owned by you will be suspended until the
[territorial authority] has determined the objection.
There is a further right of appeal to a District Court if you are dissatis-
fied with the decision of the [territorial authority] on your objection.

Schedule form 3: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
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Form 3A
Exempting statutory declaration by or on behalf

of importer of dog
Section 30A, Dog Control Act 1996

Section 30A(1) of the Dog Control Act 1996 (the Act) prohibits the
importation into New Zealand of any dog that belongs wholly or pre-
dominantly to 1 or more of the breeds or type of dog listed in Sched-
ule 4 of the Act.
Section 30A(2) of the Act provides that no person may import a dog
into New Zealand unless the dog is accompanied by—
• evidence of registration in New Zealand; or
• an exempting statutory declarationmade in NewZealand by or

on behalf of the importer of the dog (or the importer’s agent)
to the effect that, to the best of the knowledge and belief of
the importer (or the importer’s agent), the dog does not belong
wholly or predominantly to 1 or more of the breeds or type of
dog listed in Schedule 4 of the Act.

The breeds and type of dog subject to the ban on importation into
New Zealand listed in Schedule 4 of the Act are—

Breeds:
Brazilian Fila
Dogo Argentino
Japanese Tosa
Perro de Presa Canario

Type:
American Pit Bull Terrier

Exempting statutory declaration
Particulars of importer or importer’s agent

Full name:
Date of birth:
Home address:
Home telephone number:
Mobile telephone number:
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Form 3A—continued

Particulars of dog
Name:
Age:
Breed:

Statutory declaration
I, [name], solemnly and sincerely declare that to the best of my know-
ledge the dog to which this declaration relates does not belong wholly
or predominantly to 1 or more of the prohibited breeds or type of dog
listed in Schedule 4 of the Dog Control Act 1996.
I make this declaration believing it to be true and correct by virtue of
the Oaths and Declarations Act 1957.

Date:
Signature of person making declaration:
Declared at: [place]

Date:
Signature of witness:
Title/occupation* of witness:
*Select one.

Notes
When exempting statutory declaration is not required
This exempting statutory declaration is not required for a dog that
has previously been registered in New Zealand. Proof that the dog
has previously been registered in New Zealand could include council
registration records.
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Dog Control (Prescribed Forms)

Regulations 1996
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10 November 2011

Form 3A—continued

Making statutory declaration
A statutory declaration is a written statement declaring something to
be true in the presence of an authorised witness. It is an offence to
give any altered, false, incomplete, or misleading information or to
make a false statement or declaration.

Who can be an authorised witness for a statutory declaration?
A statutory declaration can be witnessed by any of the following per-
sons:
• a member of Parliament
• a lawyer
• a Justice of the Peace
• a registered legal executive or Fellow of the New Zealand In-

stitute of Legal Executives
• a government officer authorised to take a statutory declaration.
An authorised witness will be available at the port of entry or quar-
antine facility.

Supporting documentation required to accompany exempting
statutory declaration
This exempting statutory declaration must be accompanied by a vet-
erinary certificate that is to the effect that to the best of the veterinar-
ian’s knowledge and belief, the dog is not a dog listed in Schedule 4
of the Act.
The veterinary certificate must be issued in the country from which
the dog is imported, by a veterinarian registered in that country and
before the arrival of the dog in New Zealand.

Offence relating to import of prohibited breed or type of dog
You will commit an offence and be liable on summary conviction to
a fine not exceeding $3,000 if you import a dog into New Zealand
that belongs wholly or predominantly to any 1 or more of the breeds
or type listed in Schedule 4 of the Act.

Schedule form 3A: inserted, on 10 November 2011, by regulation 4 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2011 (SR 2011/372).
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Form 4 r 2
[Territorial authority]

Notice of classification of dog as dangerous dog
Section 31, Dog Control Act 1996

To [name of owner]
Address:
Dog: [description]
This is to notify you* that this dog has been classified as a dangerous
dog under section 31(1) of the Dog Control Act 1996.
This is because [reason under section 31(1)].
A summary of the effect of the classification and your right to object
is provided below.

Signature of officer of [territorial authority]:
Date:
*For the purposes of the Dog Control Act 1996, you are the owner of a dog if—
• you own the dog; or
• you have the dog in your possession (otherwise than for a period not

exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of preventing the dog causing injury,
or damage, or distress, or for the sole purpose of restoring a lost dog to
its owner); or

• you are the parent or guardian of a person under 16 who is the owner
of the dog and who is a member of your household living with and
dependent on you.

Effect of classification as dangerous dog
Sections 32 and 36A, Dog Control Act 1996

You are required,—
(a) within 1 month after receipt of this notice, to ensure that the

dog is kept within a securely fenced portion of your property
that it is not necessary to enter to obtain access to at least 1
door of any dwelling on the property; and

(b) not to allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or in
any private way (other than when confined completely within
a vehicle or cage) without—
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Form 4—continued

(i) the dog being muzzled in such a manner as to prevent
the dog from biting but to allow it to breathe and drink
without obstruction; and

(ii) the dog being controlled on a leash (except in a desig-
nated dog exercise area); and

(c) to produce to the [territorial authority], within 1 month after
receipt of this notice, a certificate issued by a veterinarian cer-
tifying—
(i) that the dog is or has been neutered; or
(ii) that for reasons that are specified in the certificate, the

dog will not be in a fit condition to be neutered before a
date specified in the certificate; and

(d) where a certificate under paragraph (c)(ii) is produced to the
[territorial authority], to produce to the [territorial authority],
within 1 month after the date specified in that certificate, a
further certificate under paragraph (c)(i); and

(e) in respect of every registration year commencing after receipt
of this notice, to pay dog control fees for that dog at 150% of
the level that would apply if the dog were not classified as a
dangerous dog; and

(f) not to dispose of the dog to any other person without the writ-
ten consent of the territorial authority in whose district the dog
is to be kept.

You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $3,000 if you fail to comply with all of the matters in
paragraphs (a) to (f) above. In addition, on conviction the court must
order the destruction of the dog unless satisfied that the circumstances
of the offence were exceptional and do not justify the destruction of
the dog.
A dog control officer or dog ranger may seize and remove the dog
from you if you fail to comply with all of the matters in paragraphs
(a) to (f) above. The ranger or officer may keep the dog until you
demonstrate that you are willing to comply with paragraphs (a) to
(f).
You will also commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $3,000 if you sell or otherwise transfer the dog, or
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Form 4—continued

offer to do so, to any other person without disclosing that the dog is
classified as a dangerous dog.
As from 1 July 2006, you are also required, for the purpose of pro-
viding permanent identification of the dog, to arrange for the dog to
be implanted with a functioning microchip transponder. This must
be confirmed by making the dog available to the [territorial author-
ity] in accordance with the reasonable instructions of the [territor-
ial authority] for verification that the dog has been implanted with a
functioning microchip transponder of the prescribed type and in the
prescribed location.
You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $3,000 if you fail to comply with this requirement—
• within 2 months from 1 July 2006 if your dog is classified as

menacing on or after 1 December 2003 but before 1 July 2006;
or

• within 2 months after the dog is classified as menacing if your
dog is classified as menacing after 1 July 2006.

If the dog is in the possession of another person for a period not
exceeding 72 hours, youmust advise that person of the requirement to
not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or in any private
way (other than when confined completely within a vehicle or cage)
without the dog being muzzled in such a manner as to prevent the dog
from biting but to allow it to breathe and drink without obstruction.
You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $500 if you fail to comply with this requirement.
Full details of the effect of classification as a dangerous dog are pro-
vided in the Dog Control Act 1996.

Right of objection to classification
Section 31(3), Dog Control Act 1996

You may object to the classification by lodging with the [territorial
authority] a written objection within 14 days of receipt of this notice
setting out the grounds on which you object. You are entitled to be
heard in support of the objection and will be notified of the time and
place at which your objection will be heard.
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Form 4—continued

Schedule form 4: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
Schedule form 4: amended, on 22 December 2005, pursuant to section 95 of
the Veterinarians Act 2005 (2005 No 126).
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Form 4A r 2
[Territorial authority]

Notice of classification of dog as menacing dog
Section 33A, Dog Control Act 1996

To [name of owner]
Address:
Dog: [description]
This is to notify you* that this dog has been classified as a menacing
dog under section 33A(2) of the Dog Control Act 1996.
This is because [reason under section 33A(1)(b)].
A summary of the effect of the classification and your right to object
is provided below.

Signature of officer of [territorial authority]:
Date:
*For the purposes of the Dog Control Act 1996, you are the owner of a dog if—
• you own the dog; or
• you have the dog in your possession (otherwise than for a period not

exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of preventing the dog causing injury,
or damage, or distress, or for the sole purpose of restoring a lost dog to
its owner); or

• you are the parent or guardian of a person under 16 who is the owner
of the dog and who is a member of your household living with and
dependent on you.

Effect of classification as menacing dog
Sections 33E, 33F, and 36A, Dog Control Act 1996

You—
(a) must not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place

or in any private way (other than when confined completely
within a vehicle or cage) without the dog being muzzled in
such a manner as to prevent the dog from biting but to allow
it to breathe and drink without obstruction; and

(b) must, if required by the [territorial authority], produce to the
[territorial authority], within 1 month after receipt of this no-
tice, a certificate issued by a veterinarian certifying—
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Form 4A—continued

(i) that the dog is or has been neutered; or
(ii) that for reasons that are specified in the certificate, the

dog will not be in a fit condition to be neutered before a
date specified in the certificate; and

(c) where a certificate under paragraph (b)(ii) is produced to the
[territorial authority], produce to the [territorial authority],
within 1 month after the date specified in that certificate, a
further certificate under paragraph (b)(i).

You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $3,000 if you fail to comply with all of the matters in
paragraphs (a) to (c) above.
A dog control officer or dog ranger may seize and remove the dog
from you if you fail to comply with all of the matters in paragraphs
(a) to (c) above. The officer or ranger may keep the dog until you
demonstrate that you are willing to comply with paragraphs (a) to
(c).
As from 1 July 2006, you are also required, for the purpose of pro-
viding permanent identification of the dog, to arrange for the dog to
be implanted with a functioning microchip transponder. This must
be confirmed by making the dog available to the [territorial author-
ity] in accordance with the reasonable instructions of the [territor-
ial authority] for verification that the dog has been implanted with a
functioning microchip transponder of the prescribed type and in the
prescribed location.
You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $3,000 if you fail to comply with this requirement—
• within 2 months from 1 July 2006 if your dog is classified as

menacing on or after 1 December 2003 but before 1 July 2006;
or

• within 2 months after the dog is classified as menacing if your
dog is classified as menacing after 1 July 2006.

If the dog is in the possession of another person for a period not
exceeding 72 hours, youmust advise that person of the requirement to
not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or in any private
way (other than when confined completely within a vehicle or cage)
without the dog being muzzled in such a manner as to prevent the dog
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from biting but to allow it to breathe and drink without obstruction.
You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $500 if you fail to comply with this requirement.
Full details of the effect of the classification of a dog as menacing are
provided in the Dog Control Act 1996.

Right of objection to classification under
section 33A

Section 33B, Dog Control Act 1996

Youmay object to the classification of your dog as menacing by lodg-
ing with the [territorial authority] a written objection within 14 days
of receipt of this notice setting out the grounds on which you object.
You have the right to be heard in support of your objection andwill be
notified of the time and place at which your objection will be heard.

Schedule form 4A: inserted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
Schedule form 4A: amended, on 22 December 2005, pursuant to section 95 of
the Veterinarians Act 2005 (2005 No 126).
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[Territorial authority]

Notice of classification of dog as menacing dog
Section 33C, Dog Control Act 1996

To [name of owner]
Address:
Dog: [description]
This is to notify you* that this dog has been classified as a menacing
dog under section 33C(1) of the Dog Control Act 1996.
This is because the [territorial authority] has reasonable grounds to
believe that the dog belongs wholly or predominantly to [breed or
type of dog listed in Schedule 4 of the Dog Control Act 1996 (dog
may belong to 1 or more breed or type)].
A summary of the effect of the classification and your right to object
is provided below.

Signature of officer of [territorial authority]:
Date:
*For the purposes of the Dog Control Act 1996, you are the owner of a dog if—
• you own the dog; or
• you have the dog in your possession (otherwise than for a period not

exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of preventing the dog causing injury,
or damage, or distress, or for the sole purpose of restoring a lost dog to
its owner); or

• you are the parent or guardian of a person under 16 who is the owner
of the dog and who is a member of your household living with and
dependent on you.

Effect of classification as menacing dog
Sections 33E, 33F, and 36A, Dog Control Act 1996

You—
(a) must not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place

or in any private way (other than when confined completely
within a vehicle or cage) without the dog being muzzled in
such a manner as to prevent the dog from biting but to allow
it to breathe and drink without obstruction; and
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(b) must, if required by the [territorial authority], produce to the
[territorial authority], within 1 month after receipt of this no-
tice, a certificate issued by a veterinarian certifying—
(i) that the dog is or has been neutered; or
(ii) that for reasons that are specified in the certificate, the

dog will not be in a fit condition to be neutered before a
date specified in the certificate; and

(c) where a certificate under paragraph (b)(ii) is produced to the
[territorial authority], produce to the [territorial authority],
within 1 month after the date specified in that certificate, a
further certificate under paragraph (b)(i).

You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $3,000 if you fail to comply with all of the matters in
paragraphs (a) to (c) above.
A dog control officer or dog ranger may seize and remove the dog
from you if you fail to comply with all of the matters in paragraphs
(a) to (c) above. The officer or ranger may keep the dog until you
demonstrate that you are willing to comply with paragraphs (a) to
(c).
As from 1 July 2006, you are also required, for the purpose of pro-
viding permanent identification of the dog, to arrange for the dog to
be implanted with a functioning microchip transponder. This must
be confirmed by making the dog available to the [territorial author-
ity] in accordance with the reasonable instructions of the [territor-
ial authority] for verification that the dog has been implanted with a
functioning microchip transponder of the prescribed type and in the
prescribed location.
You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $3,000 if you fail to comply with this requirement—
• within 2 months from 1 July 2006 if your dog is classified as

menacing on or after 1 December 2003 but before 1 July 2006;
or

• within 2 months after the dog is classified as menacing if your
dog is classified as menacing after 1 July 2006.

If the dog is in the possession of another person for a period not
exceeding 72 hours, youmust advise that person of the requirement to
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not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or in any private
way (other than when confined completely within a vehicle or cage)
without the dog being muzzled in such a manner as to prevent the dog
from biting but to allow it to breathe and drink without obstruction.
You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $500 if you fail to comply with this requirement.
Full details of the effect of the classification of a dog as menacing are
provided in the Dog Control Act 1996.

Right of objection to classification under
section 33C

Section 33D, Dog Control Act 1996

Youmay object to the classification of your dog as menacing by lodg-
ing with the [territorial authority] a written objection within 14 days
of receipt of this notice setting out the grounds on which you object.
You have the right to be heard in support of your objection andwill be
notified of the time and place at which your objection will be heard.
You must provide evidence to the [territorial authority] that the dog
is not of a breed or type listed in Schedule 4 of the Dog Control Act
1996.

Schedule form 4B: inserted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
Schedule form 4B: amended, on 22 December 2005, pursuant to section 95 of
the Veterinarians Act 2005 (2005 No 126).
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[Territorial authority]

Application for name and address of registered
owner of dog

Section 35, Dog Control Act 1996
Application is made to the [territorial authority] for the disclosure of
the name and address of the registered owner of the following dog:
Registration number of collar, label, or disc (if known):
Colour:
Breed/cross (if known):
Other identifying particulars:
Address where dog is ordinarily kept/location where dog encoun-
tered:
The information is required by me for the purpose of: [describe]
Name of applicant:
Applicant’s address:

Note:
You are required to provide your name, address, and the purpose for
which you require the information because section 35 of the Dog
Control Act 1996 prohibits a territorial authority from supplying the
information unless it is satisfied of the identity of the applicant and
that the information is required for one of a limited number of pur-
poses specified in that section. The territorial authority may keep a
record of your application.

Signature of applicant:
Date:

For use by territorial authority
Means of identification of applicant produced to the [territorial au-
thority]:
Application: accepted/declined

Schedule form 5: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
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[Territorial authority]

Application to register dog
For the year 1 July .......... to 30 June ..........

Section 36, Dog Control Act 1996

Particulars of owner
Owner’s* name in full:
Date of birth:

Note:
Your date of birth is required to enable you to be distinguished from
other persons with the same name. Certainty of identification is re-
quired in the enforcement of the provisions of the Dog Control Act
1996.
Postal address:
Telephone numbers (business/residential):
Address at which dog is ordinarily kept: [If there is more than 1
owner, give these particulars in respect of each of the owners.]
*For the purposes of the Dog Control Act 1996, you are the owner of a dog if—
• you own the dog; or
• you have the dog in your possession (otherwise than for a period not

exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of preventing the dog causing injury,
or damage, or distress, or for the sole purpose of restoring a lost dog to
its owner); or

• you are the parent or guardian of a person under 16 who is the owner
of the dog and who is a member of your household living with and
dependent on you.

Note:
The above information will be kept by the [territorial authority] but
may be used only for lawful official purposes and will not be gener-
ally available to the public. However, section 35 of the Dog Control
Act 1996 allows the name and address of the owner of any specified
dog to be made available to any person who has made a written ap-
plication for that information. Before supplying the information, the
[territorial authority] must be satisfied of the identity of the applicant
and that the information is required for one of a limited number of
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specified purposes, such as returning a lost dog to its owner or seek-
ing compensation for damage.

Particulars of dog
Name:
Colour:
Breed/cross:
Sex: M/F
Neutered/not neutered
Whether working dog: yes/no
Distinguishing marks:
Description of any tattoo or the unique identifier of any microchip
transponder:
Age of dog:
Is the dog classified as a dangerous dog under section 31 of the Dog
Control Act 1996: yes/no
Is the dog classified as a menacing dog under section 33A or section
33C of the Dog Control Act 1996: yes/no

Particulars of last registration
Details of the last registration of the dog (if any)—
Territorial authority:
Year:
Registration number of collar, label, or disc:

Fees
Fees submitted with this application:
If a lower fee is claimed for a working dog, state the specified class
of working dog:

Note:
Failure to supply any of the information requested in this form that is
relevant to your application may prevent the registration of your dog.
You are encouraged to request the [territorial authority] to correct or
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amend any of these details if you discover a mistake or if the relevant
circumstances change. You are required to notify the [territorial au-
thority] of any change of address or change in the ownership of the
dog.

Signature of applicant:
Date:

For use by territorial authority
Registration number of collar, label, or disc:
Fees:

Notes on registration
All dog owners with dogs ordinarily kept in the [territorial authority]
district must register their dogs with the [territorial authority].
All dogs over the age of 3 months must be registered.
It is an offence to keep a dog older than 3 months which is unregis-
tered. On conviction, a court may impose a fine of up to $3,000.
On completing the form properly, a dog owner may post the form,
together with the appropriate fees payable, to the Dog Registrar at
[address] or deliver these items to the office of the [territorial au-
thority].
It is an offence, when applying for the registration of a dog, to make
any written statement knowing that statement to be false. On convic-
tion, a court may impose a fine of up to $3,000.
Replacement discs and collars may be obtained from the [territorial
authority] if the current disc or collar has been lost or stolen.
Any dog not wearing a collar having a current registration label or
disc attached will, until the contrary is proved, be treated as unregis-
tered.
On change of ownership of any registered dog, both the previous
owner and the new owner must, within 14 days, give written notice
to the [territorial authority or authorities], of the change of owner-
ship and the residential address of the new owner and the address at
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which the dog will be kept. It is an offence not to comply with this
requirement. On conviction, a court may impose a fine of up to $500.
If the owner’s address is changed within the district, the owner must,
within 14 days, give written notice of the change to the [territorial
authority].
If any dog is transferred to and kept in the district of another territorial
authority, other than the one in which it has been kept, for 1 month
or more, the owner must, within 6 weeks of the transfer, give written
notice of the transfer to both territorial authorities, setting out the
address at which the dog will be kept. It is an offence not to comply
with this requirement. On conviction, a court may impose a fine of
up to $500.
If the fee for the registration of a dog is paid and that dog dies, a
refund will be made on request as follows:
• where a dog dies before the commencement of the year, the

full fee will be refunded:
• where the dog dies during the year, 1/12th of the annual fee for

each complete month remaining in the registration year after
the date of application for a refund will be refunded.

If any dog is first required to be registered after 1 August in any
registration year, the fee shall be 1/12th of the annual fee for each
complete month remaining in the registration year after the date of
such registration.
The registration fees include goods and services tax.
Owners wishing to claim a reduced fee for neutered dogs must pro-
duce a certificate from a veterinarian certifying that the dog has been
neutered.
If any dog over the age of 3 months is found not wearing a collar
with a current registration label or disc attached, on land or premises
other than its owner’s land or premises, or in any public place, the
dog may be seized and impounded.

Control of dogs
Sections 52, 53 and 54A, Dog Control Act 1996
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The owner of a dog must keep the dog under control at all times and,
when in a public place with the dog, must use or carry a leash at all
times.
A dog will be treated as not being under control—
• if it is found at large on any land or premises other than a public

place or a private way without the consent (express or implied)
of the occupier or person in charge of the land or the premises;
or

• if it is found at large in any public place or in any private way
in contravention of any regulations or bylaw.

You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $3,000 if you fail to comply with this provision.

Obligations of dog owner generally
Section 54, Dog Control Act 1996

The owner of a dog must—
• ensure that the dog receives proper care and attention and is

supplied with proper and sufficient food, water, and shelter;
and

• ensure that the dog receives adequate exercise.
You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to imprison-
ment for up to 3 months or to a fine not exceeding $5,000 if you fail
to comply with this provision.

Obligations of dog owner on owner’s property
Section 52A, Dog Control Act 1996

The owner of a dog must ensure, when the dog is on land or premises
occupied by the owner,—
• that the dog is under the direct control of a person; or
• that the dog is confined within the land or premises in such a

way that it cannot freely leave the land or premises.
You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine of
$3,000 if you fail to comply with this provision. In addition, a dog
control officer or dog ranger may seize and impound the dog.
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Schedule form 6: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
Schedule form 6: amended, on 22 December 2005, pursuant to section 95 of
the Veterinarians Act 2005 (2005 No 126).
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[Territorial authority]

Notice of removal of barking dog
Section 56, Dog Control Act 1996

To [name of owner or, if the owner is not present, name of person
appearing to be in charge of land or premises]
Address:
Dog: [description]
This is to notify you that this dog has been removed from this address
under section 56(2) of the Dog Control Act 1996 and has been taken
into custody following receipt of a further complaint of barking.
The owner* may apply at any time for the return of the dog and
should contact [names and designations of officers of territorial au-
thority] at [address and/or telephone number].
The dog will be released if the [territorial authority] is satisfied the
return of the dog will not result in the resumption of the nuisance.
The owner has a right of appeal to the District Court against a refusal
to release the dog.
Unless returned, the dog will be kept in custody until such time as
the [territorial authority] is satisfied that—
• proper provision in relation to the dog (as specified in the no-

tice issued under section 55 of the Dog Control Act 1996) has
been made on the property; or

• the owner has made arrangements for the dog to be kept on
a property other than the property from which it has been re-
moved.

The owner may be required to pay fees for the sustenance of the dog
while it is in custody before it will be released.
If any fees are not paid, the [territorial authority] may dispose of the
dog by means of sale, destruction, or otherwise and that disposal will
not relieve you of liability for payment of the fees.

Signature of Dog Control Officer/Dog Ranger:
Date:
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*For the purposes of the Dog Control Act 1996, you are the owner of a dog if—
• you own the dog; or
• you have the dog in your possession (otherwise than for a period not

exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of preventing the dog causing injury,
or damage, or distress, or for the sole purpose of restoring a lost dog to
its owner); or

• you are the parent or guardian of a person under 16 who is the owner
of the dog and who is a member of your household living with and
dependent on you.

Schedule form 7: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).

31

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM374409
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=DLM292950


Schedule
Dog Control (Prescribed Forms)

Regulations 1996
Reprinted as at

10 November 2011

Form 8 r 2
Infringement notice

(Issued under authority of section 66 of the Dog Control
Act 1996)
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Summary of rights
1 This notice sets out an alleged infringement offence. In terms

of section 2 of the Dog Control Act 1996, you are liable as the
owner of a dog if—
• you own the dog; or
• you have the dog in your possession (otherwise than

for a period not exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of
preventing the dog causing injury, or damage, or dis-
tress, or for the sole purpose of restoring a lost dog to
its owner); or

• you are the parent or guardian of a person under 16 who
is the owner of the dog and who is a member of your
household living with and dependent on you.

Payments
2 If you pay the infringement fee within 28 days of the issue of

this notice, no further action will be taken. Payment may be
made at places indicated on the front of this notice.

Defences
3 You have a complete defence against proceedings if the in-

fringement fee was paid to the [territorial authority] at any of
the places for payment shown on the front page of this notice
before or within 28 days after you were served with a reminder
notice. Note that late payment or payment at any other place
will not be a defence.

Further action
4 If you wish to—

(a) raise any matter relating to the alleged offence for con-
sideration by the [territorial authority]; or

(b) deny liability for the offence and request a court hearing
(refer to paragraphs 5 and 9 below); or

(c) admit liability for the offence, but wish to have a court
consider written submissions as to penalty or otherwise
(refer to paragraphs 6 and 9 below),—
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you should write to the [territorial authority] at the address
shown on the front page of this notice. Any such letter should
be personally signed.

5 You have a right to a court hearing. If you deny liability for the
offence and request a hearing, the [territorial authority] will
serve you with a notice of hearing setting out the place and
time at which the matter will be heard by the court (unless it
decides not to start court proceedings).
Note that if the court finds you guilty of the offence, costs will
be imposed in addition to any penalty.

6 If you admit the offence but want the court to consider your
submissions as to penalty or otherwise, you should in your
letter—
(a) ask for a hearing; and
(b) admit the offence; and
(c) set out the written submissions you wish to be consid-

ered by the court.
The [territorial authority] will then file your letter with the
court (unless it decides not to commence court proceedings).
There is no provision for an oral hearing before the court if
you follow this course of action.
Note that costs will be imposed in addition to any penalty.

Non-payment of fee
7 If you do not pay the infringement fee and do not request a

hearing within 28 days after the issue of this notice, you will
be served with a reminder notice (unless the [territorial au-
thority] decides otherwise).

8 If you do not pay the infringement fee and do not request a
hearing within 28 days after being served with the reminder
notice, the [territorial authority] may file the reminder notice,
or provide particulars of the reminder notice for filing, in the
court and you will become liable to pay costs in addition to
the infringement fee, under section 21(5) of the Summary
Proceedings Act 1957.
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Queries/correspondence
9 When writing or making payment please include—

(a) the date of the infringement; and
(b) the infringement notice number; and
(c) the identifying number of the alleged offence and the

course of action you are taking in respect of it; and
(d) your address for replies.

Notice of liability for classification as a probationary owner or a
disqualified owner
If you commit 3 or more infringement offences (not relating to a sin-
gle incident or occasion) over a period of 24 months, the [territorial
authority] may classify you as—
• a probationary owner; or
• a disqualified owner.
You will be treated as having committed an infringement offence if
you—
• have been ordered to pay a fine and costs under section 78A(1)

of the Summary Proceedings Act 1957, or are treated as having
been so ordered under section 21(5) of that Act; or

• pay the infringement fee specified in the infringement notice.
Probationary ownership starts from the date of the third infringement
offence in the 24 month period. Unless terminated earlier by the
[territorial authority], probationary ownership runs for a period of
24 months.
Disqualification as a dog owner starts from the date of the third in-
fringement offence in the 24 month period. The length of disquali-
fication is determined by the [territorial authority] but may be no
longer than 5 years.
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Consequences of classification as a probationary owner or
disqualified owner
During the period a dog owner is classified as a probationary owner,
the person—
• must not be or become the registered owner of any dog except

a dog that the person was the registered owner of at the time
of the third infringement offence; and

• must dispose of every unregistered dog the person owns.
During the period that a person is classified as a disqualified owner,
the person—
• must not own or become the owner of any dog; and
• must dispose of all dogs the person owns; and
• may have possession of a dog only for certain purposes (eg,

returning a lost dog to the territorial authority).
A person may object to being classified as a probationary or dis-
qualified owner by lodging a written objection with the [territorial
authority]. There is a further right of appeal to a District Court, if a
disqualified person is dissatisfied with the decision of the [territorial
authority] on his or her objection.
Full details of classification as a probationary owner or a disqualified
owner, and the effects of those classifications, are provided in the
Dog Control Act 1996.

Note:
Full details of your rights and obligations are in section 66 of the Dog
Control Act 1996 and section 21(10) of the Summary Proceedings
Act 1957.
All queries and all correspondence regarding this infringement notice
must be directed to [territorial authority] at the address shown.

Schedule form 8: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).
Schedule form 8: amended, on 10 October 2006, by regulation 4(1)(a) of the
Dog Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2006 (SR 2006/251).
Schedule form 8: amended, on 10 October 2006, by regulation 4(1)(b) of the
Dog Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2006 (SR 2006/251).
Schedule form 8: amended, on 10 October 2006, by regulation 4(2) of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2006 (SR 2006/251).
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Form 9 r 2
[Territorial authority]

Notice of retention of dog threatening
public safety

Section 71, Dog Control Act 1996
To [name of owner]
Address:
Dog: [description]
This is to notify you* that this dog will be retained in custody under
section 71(2) of the Dog Control Act 1996 pending the conclusion of
the prosecution against you for an offence under section [57, 57A, or
58] of the Act.
The [territorial authority] believes that the release of the dog would
threaten the safety of any person, stock, poultry, domestic pet, or
protected wildlife.
Youmay apply at any time to the [territorial authority] for the release
of the dog.
If the [territorial authority] is satisfied that the release of the dog will
not threaten the safety of any person, stock, poultry, domestic pet, or
protected wildlife, the dog will be returned. However, you may be
required to pay fees for the sustenance of the dogwhile it is in custody
before it will be released.
If any fees are not paid, the [territorial authority] may dispose of
the dog by means of sale, destruction, or otherwise. However, the
disposal will not relieve you of liability for payment of the fees.
You have a right of appeal to the District Court if the [territorial
authority] refuses to return the dog.

Signature of officer of [territorial authority]:
Date:
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Form 9—continued

*For the purposes of the Dog Control Act 1996, you are the owner of a dog if—
• you own the dog; or
• you have the dog in your possession (otherwise than for a period not

exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of preventing the dog causing injury,
or damage, or distress, or for the sole purpose of restoring a lost dog to
its owner); or

• you are the parent or guardian of a person under 16 who is the owner
of the dog and who is a member of your household living with and
dependent on you.

Schedule form 9: substituted, on 1 November 2004, by regulation 3 of the Dog
Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354).

Marie Shroff,
Clerk of the Executive Council.

Issued under the authority of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989.
Date of notification in Gazette: 15 August 1996.
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Contents
1 General
2 Status of reprints
3 How reprints are prepared
4 Changes made under section 17C of the Acts and Regulations

Publication Act 1989
5 List of amendments incorporated in this reprint (most recent

first)

Notes

1 General
This is a reprint of the Dog Control (Prescribed Forms) Regu-
lations 1996. The reprint incorporates all the amendments to
the regulations as at 10 November 2011, as specified in the list
of amendments at the end of these notes.
Relevant provisions of any amending enactments that contain
transitional, savings, or application provisions that cannot be
compiled in the reprint are also included, after the principal
enactment, in chronological order. For more information, see
http://www.pco.parliament.govt.nz/reprints/.

2 Status of reprints
Under section 16D of the Acts and Regulations Publication
Act 1989, reprints are presumed to correctly state, as at the
date of the reprint, the law enacted by the principal enactment
and by the amendments to that enactment. This presumption
applies even though editorial changes authorised by section
17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989 have
been made in the reprint.
This presumption may be rebutted by producing the official
volumes of statutes or statutory regulations in which the prin-
cipal enactment and its amendments are contained.

3 How reprints are prepared
A number of editorial conventions are followed in the prep-
aration of reprints. For example, the enacting words are not
included in Acts, and provisions that are repealed or revoked
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are omitted. For a detailed list of the editorial conventions,
see http://www.pco.parliament.govt.nz/editorial-conventions/
or Part 8 of the Tables of New Zealand Acts and Ordinances
and Statutory Regulations and Deemed Regulations in Force.

4 Changes made under section 17C of the Acts and
Regulations Publication Act 1989
Section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989
authorises the making of editorial changes in a reprint as set
out in sections 17D and 17E of that Act so that, to the extent
permitted, the format and style of the reprinted enactment is
consistent with current legislative drafting practice. Changes
that would alter the effect of the legislation are not permitted.
A new format of legislation was introduced on 1 January 2000.
Changes to legislative drafting style have also beenmade since
1997, and are ongoing. To the extent permitted by section 17C
of the Acts and Regulations Publication Act 1989, all legisla-
tion reprinted after 1 January 2000 is in the new format for
legislation and reflects current drafting practice at the time of
the reprint.
In outline, the editorial changes made in reprints under the au-
thority of section 17C of the Acts and Regulations Publication
Act 1989 are set out below, and they have been applied, where
relevant, in the preparation of this reprint:
• omission of unnecessary referential words (such as “of

this section” and “of this Act”)
• typeface and type size (Times Roman, generally in 11.5

point)
• layout of provisions, including:

• indentation
• position of section headings (eg, the number and

heading now appear above the section)
• format of definitions (eg, the defined term now appears

in bold type, without quotation marks)
• format of dates (eg, a date formerly expressed as “the

1st day of January 1999” is now expressed as “1 January
1999”)
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• position of the date of assent (it now appears on the front
page of each Act)

• punctuation (eg, colons are not used after definitions)
• Parts numbered with roman numerals are replaced with

arabic numerals, and all cross-references are changed
accordingly

• case and appearance of letters and words, including:
• format of headings (eg, headings where each

word formerly appeared with an initial cap-
ital letter followed by small capital letters are
amended so that the heading appears in bold,
with only the first word (and any proper nouns)
appearing with an initial capital letter)

• small capital letters in section and subsection ref-
erences are now capital letters

• schedules are renumbered (eg, Schedule 1 replaces First
Schedule), and all cross-references are changed accord-
ingly

• running heads (the information that appears at the top
of each page)

• format of two-column schedules of consequential
amendments, and schedules of repeals (eg, they are
rearranged into alphabetical order, rather than chrono-
logical).

5 List of amendments incorporated in this reprint
(most recent first)
Dog Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2011 (SR 2011/372)
Dog Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2006 (SR 2006/251)
Veterinarians Act 2005 (2005 No 126): section 95
Dog Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2004 (SR 2004/354)
Dog Control (Prescribed Forms) Amendment Regulations 2003 (SR 2003/350)

12

Wellington, New Zealand:
Published under the authority of the New Zealand Government—2011
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