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Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission, and Related
Matters) Amendment Regulations (No 2) 2025

Cindy Kiro, Governor-General
Order in Council
At Wellington this 22nd day of September 2025

Present:
Her Excellency the Governor-General in Council

These regulations are made under section 400 of the Immigration Act 2009—
(a)  on the advice and with the consent of the Executive Council; and

(b)  on the recommendation of the Minister of Immigration made under section
403A(1) of that Act.
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Regulations

Title

These regulations are the Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission, and Related
Matters) Amendment Regulations (No 2) 2025.

Commencement

These regulations come into force on 27 October 2025.

However, regulation 7 comes into force on 3 November 2025.

Principal regulations

These regulations amend the Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission, and Related
Matters) Regulations 2010.

Regulation 231 amended (Requirements for ETA request)
After regulation 23I(1)(b)(viii), insert:
(viiia) whether they hold a visa of a class specified in Part 2 of Schedule
2:
Schedule 1AA amended
In Schedule 1AA,—

(a) insert the Part set out in the Schedule of these regulations as the last Part;
and

(b)  make all necessary consequential amendments.

Schedule 1 amended
In Schedule 1, after item 12(n), insert:
(na) People’s Republic of China:

Schedule 2 amended
After the Schedule 2 heading, insert:

Part 1
Classes of person

In Schedule 2, after item 8, insert:

People who are travelling from Australia to New Zealand, but only if—

(a) the person concerned is travelling on a passport issued by one of the fol-
lowing countries:

(i)  Federated States of Micronesia:

(i)  Fiji:
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(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(ii1) Kiribati:

(iv) Nauru:

(v)  Niue:

(vi) Palau:

(vii) Papua New Guinea:

(viii) Republic of the Marshall Islands:
(ix) Samoa:

(x)  Solomon Islands:

(xi) Tonga:

(xi1) Tuvalu:

(xiii) Vanuatu; and

the person holds an Australian visa of a class specified in Part 2; and

the visa is valid at the time at which the person checks in for departure to
New Zealand; and

the person is seeking a New Zealand temporary visa that is current for
no more than 3 months; and

the purpose of the visit to New Zealand does not include medical con-
sultation or treatment.

People who are travelling from Australia to New Zealand on a passport issued
by the People’s Republic of China, but only if—

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

the person concerned holds an Australian visa of a class specified in Part
2; and

the visa is valid at the time at which the person checks in for departure to
New Zealand; and

the person is seeking a New Zealand temporary visa that is current for
no more than 3 months; and

the purpose of the visit to New Zealand does not include medical con-
sultation or treatment.

(3) In Schedule 2, after item 10 (as inserted by subclause (2)), insert:
Part 2
Classes of Australian visa
Australian visa class Subclass Description
UR 160 Business owner (provisional)
UR 161 Senior executive (provisional)
UR 162 Investor (provisional)
UR 163 State/Territory-sponsored business owner

(provisional)
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Australian visa class Subclass Description

UR 164 State/Territory-sponsored senior executive
(provisional)

UR 165 State/Territory-sponsored investor
(provisional)

UT 173 Contributory parent (temporary)

EB 188 Business innovation and investment
(provisional)

TO 300 Prospective marriage

UF 309 Partner (provisional)

GA 400 Temporary work (short stay specialist)

Uy 405 Investor retirement

GF 407 Training

TQ 410 Retirement

TZ 417 Working holiday

TK 445 Dependent child

ucC 457 Business (long stay)

UP 461 New Zealand citizen family relationship

UsS 462 Work and holiday

VF 476 Skilled—recognised graduate

GK 482 Skills in demand

vC 485 Temporary graduate

SP 489 Skilled regional (provisional)

PS 491 Skilled work regional (provisional)

PE 494 Skilled employer-sponsored regional
(provisional)

TU 500 Student

TU 590 Student guardian

FA 600 Visitor

TV 651 eVisitor

UK 820 Partner (temporary)

GH 870 Sponsored parent

uu 884 Contributory aged parent

8 Schedule 4 amended

In Schedule 4, under the heading “Transit visa”, revoke the item relating to
Transit visa application—group Chinese nationals per person.
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Schedule
New Part 5 inserted into Schedule 1AA
rs

Part 5
Provisions relating to Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission, and
Related Matters) Amendment Regulations (No 2) 2025

7 Interpretation
In clause 8,—

amendment regulations means the Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission, and
Related Matters) Amendment Regulations (No 2) 2025

Pacific Islands Forum country means any one of the following:

(a)  Federated States of Micronesia:

(b) Fiji:

(c) Kiribati:
(d) Nauru:
(¢) Niue:
() Palau:

(g) Papua New Guinea:

(h)  Republic of the Marshall Islands:
(i)  Samoa:

(G)  Solomon Islands:

(k)  Tonga:

Q) Tuvalu:

(m) Vanuatu.

8 Application of certain provisions respecting ETAs as of 27 October 2025
(1)  This clause applies to a person who is—

(a)  acitizen of a Pacific Islands Forum country or the People’s Republic of
China; and

(b) required to hold a traveller ETA to qualify, on or after 3 November 2025,
for a waiver, under regulation 18, of the requirement to hold a visa.

(2)  The person may, starting on 27 October 2025, request a traveller ETA and, in
that case,—

(a)  these regulations as amended by the amendment regulations apply in
relation to the request and the issued ETA; and
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(b)  the period of validity of the ETA begins on the date on which it is issued.

Rachel Hayward,
Clerk of the Executive Council.

Explanatory note

This note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate their general effect.

These regulations amend the Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission, and Related Mat-
ters) Regulations 2010 (the principal regulations). These regulations come into force
on 27 October 2025, apart from regulation 7, which comes into force on 3 November
2025.

Regulation 4 amends regulation 231 of the principal regulations, which specifies the
information that a request for an electronic travel authority (an ETA) must include.
The effect of the amendment is that, if requested to do so, the following people will
be required to state in their ETA request whether they hold an Australian visa of a
kind specified in new Part 2 of Schedule 2:

. people who are travelling from Australia to New Zealand on a passport issued
by one of the Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, or Vanuatu (the Pacific Islands Forum countries) (see
item 9(a) of new Part 1 of Schedule 2, as inserted by regulation 7(2)); and

. people who are travelling from Australia to New Zealand on a passport issued
by the People’s Republic of China (see item 10 of new Part 1 of Schedule 2, as
inserted by regulation 7(2)).

Regulation 5 inserts new Part 5 into Schedule 1AA of the principal regulations. New
Part 5 sets out transitional arrangements that apply to a citizen of one of the Pacific
Islands Forum countries or the People’s Republic of China who is required to hold a
traveller ETA in order to qualify, on or after 3 November 2025, for a visa waiver
under regulation 18 of the principal regulations.

The person may, starting on 27 October 2025, request the ETA, and the principal
regulations as amended by these regulations apply to the request and the issued ETA.
The ETA is valid for the period starting on the date on which it is issued.

Regulation 6 amends Schedule 1 of the principal regulations to add citizens of the
People’s Republic of China to the list of people for whom the requirement to hold a
transit visa before travelling to New Zealand on or after 27 October 2025 is waived
under regulation 16 of the principal regulations.

Regulation 7 amends Schedule 2 of the principal regulations to create 2 new Parts.
New Part 1 incorporates existing items 1 to 8. It describes the people for whom the
requirement to hold a visa permitting travel to New Zealand is waived under regula-
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tion 18 of the principal regulations. New items 9 and 10 provide that, on or after
3 November 2025, the requirement for a person travelling on a passport issued by one
of the Pacific Islands Forum countries or by the People’s Republic of China to hold a
visa permitting travel to New Zealand from Australia is waived if—

. the person holds an Australian visa of a class specified in new Part 2; and

. the visa is valid at the time at which the person checks in for departure to New
Zealand; and

. the person is seeking a New Zealand temporary visa that is current for not more
than 3 months; and

. the purpose of the visit to New Zealand does not include medical consultation
or treatment.

New Part 2 specifies the Australian visa classes (including subclasses and descrip-
tions) referred to in items 9 and 10 of new Part 1.

Regulation 8 amends Schedule 4 of the principal regulations. The amendment is con-
sequential on the amendment made to Schedule 1 by regulation 6 and removes the
reference to the fee required for a transit visa application.

Issued under the authority of the Legislation Act 2019.
Date of notification in Gazette: 25 September 2025.
These regulations are administered by the Ministry of Business, Innovation, and Employment.

Wellington, New Zealand:

Published under the authority of the New Zealand Government—2025
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